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INTRODUCTION. 

..<..«.■<• •<^4*>->'- ►••>" 

IF it be a juft obfervation, that every man 
who has attained uncommon eminence in 
his particular line of purfuit, becomes an, 
objecl; worthy of the public no: ice, how 
forcibly mull fuch a maxim apply to that 
fpecies of excellence which lenders a man 
the greateft benefaftor to his fellow-crea- 
tures, and the noblefl fubjecl: of their con- 
templation ? Beneficence, pure in its in- 
tentions, wife and comprehenfive in its 
plans, and active and fuccefsful in execu- 
tion, muff ever Hand at the head of thofe 
qualities which elevate the human charac- 
ter ; and mankind cannot have a concern 
fo important, as the diffufion of fuch a fpir- 
it, by means of the molt perfeO: and impref- 
five examples, in which it has actually been 
di (played. 

Among thofe truly illuftrious perfcns 
who, in the fevcral ages and nations of the 
world, have marked their track through life 
by a continued courfe of doing g&od, few 
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have been fo diflinguifhcd, either by the ex- 
tent of the good produced, or the purity o\ 
motive and energy of character exhibited 
in the procefs of doing it, as the late Mr. 
Howard. To have adopted the caufe ot 
the prifoner, the fick. and the deftitute, not 
only in his own country, but throughout 
all Europe; to have confiderably alleviated 
the burden of prefent mifery among thofe 
unfortunate daffes, and at the fame time to 
have provided for the reformation oi the 
vicious, and the prevention of future crimes 
and calamities ; to have been inltrumental 
in the a£Uial eftablifhment of many plans of 
humanity and utility, and to have laid the 
ioundation for much more improvement 
hereafter ; — and to have done all this as a 
private, unaided individual, ftruggling with 
toils, dangers and difficulties, which might 
have appalled the molt refolute, — is furely 
a range ot beneficence which fcarcelv ever 
before came within the compafs of one 
man's exertions. Judly, then, does the 
name of HOWARD ftand among thofe 
which confer the higheft honour on the 
Englifh character ; and, fince his aftions 
cannot fail to tranfmit his memory with 
glory to pofterity, it is incumbent on his 
countrymen and cotemporaries, for their 

own 
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own fakes, to tranfmit correfponding me- 
morials of their veneration and gratitude. 

It would, indeed, be a convincing proof 
of the increafed good fenfe and virtue oi 
the age, if i'uch characters as this were found 
to rife in the comparative fcale oi fame and 
applaufe. Long enough have mankind 
weakly paid their admiration as the reward 
of pernicious exertions, — of talents, often 
very moderate in themfelves, and only ren- 
dered confpicuous by the blaze of mifchiei 
they have kindled. It is now furcly time 
that men mould know and diflinguifh their 
benefactors from their foes ; and that the 
nobieft incitements to attion mould be giv- 
en to thofe anions only which are directed 
to the general welfare. 

Since the lamented death of this excellent 
perfon, there have not been wanting refpeFr 
able eulogies of his character, and fuch bi- 
ographical notices concerning h;m, as might 
in fome meafuie gratify that public curiofi- 
ty which is awakened by every celebrated 
name. There is yet wanting, however, 
■ nder as by much the rnofl valua- 
ble tribute to the memory of every man dif- 

fhed by public fervices; I roe 
portraiture of him, modelled upon thole 
hich rendered him eminent ; 
difplaying 
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difplaying in their rife and progrcfs tl 
features of charafler which fo peculia ly lu- 
ted him for the part he undertook, the ori- 
gin and gradual developement of his great 
defigns, and all the fuccellive fteps by 
which they were brought to their final Hate 
of maturity. It is this branch of biographi- 
cal writing that alone entitles it to rank 
high among the compofitions relative to hu- 
man life and mariners. Nature, indeed, has 
implanted in us a defire of becoming ac- 
quainted with thofe circumllances belonging 
to a diftinguifhed character which are com- 
mon to him and the mafs of mankind ; am 1 it 
is therefore right that fuch a defire fhouM in 
fome degree be gratified : but to make that 
the principal objed of attention, which, but 
for its afTociation with fomewhat more im- 
portant, would not at all deferve notice, is 
furely to reverse the value of things, and to 
eflimate the mafs by the quantity of its al- 
loy, rather than by that ot the precious 
metal. 

The deficiency which I have dated rela- 
tive to Mr. Howard, it i- my prefent ob- 
jecl, as far as I am able, to fupply ; and how. 
ever the talk in fome refpefct may be beyond 
my powers, vet the advantage I enjoyed ot a 
.>.; and confidential intJicourfe with him 

during 
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during the publication of his works, and of 
frequent converfation with him concerning 
the paft and future objects of his inquiries, 
together with the communications with 
which I have been favoured by fome of his 
moll intimate friends, — will, I hope, juftify 
me in the eye of the public for taking it on 
myfelf. I truft 1 have already appeared not 
infenfible to his exalted merit, nor indiffer- 
ent to his reputation. 

One tiling more I think it necefTary to 
fav concerning this attempt. It has been 
more than once fuggefted in print, but, I 
believe, without any found tion, that a life 
of Mi. Howard might be expected to ap- 
pear under the fanction and authority of his 
family. It is proper for me to avow, that 
this is not that work. The undertaking is 
perfectly fpontaneous on my part, without 
encouragement from his relations or repre- 
fentatives. Mr. Howard was a man with 
whom every one capable of feeling the ex- 
cellence and dignity of his character, might 
claim kindred; and they were the nearcfl 
to him whom he made the confidents and 
depofitaries of his dehgns. 






A VIEW, &c. 

^^OHN HOWARD was born, 
\€ t 3 according to the heft information 
E *^3 I am able to obtain, about the 
§Cu — 02 y ear ijzj. His father was an 
uphoifteier and carpet-warehoufe man in 
Long-lane, Smithfield, who, having acquir- 
ed a handibme fortune, retired from bufi- 
nefs, and had a houfe firft at Enfield, and 
afterwards at Hackney. It was, I believe, 
at the former of thefe places that Mr. How- 
ard was born. 

As Mr. Howard's father was a Ariel 
Proteftant Diffenter, it was natural for him 
to educate his fon under a preceptor of the 
fame principles. But his choice ior this pur- 
pose was the fource of a lading misfortune ; 
whieh, as it has been too frequent an occur- 
rence, deferves particular notice. There 
was av that time a fchoohmafter at fume dif- 

tance 
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tance from London, who, in confequence of 
his moral and religious character, had been 
entrufted with the education of the children 
of mod of the opulent diffenters in the me- 
tropolis, though extremely deficient in the 
qualifications requifite for fuch an office.* 
That per Puis whofe own education and hab- 
its of life have rendered them very inade- 
quate judges of the talents neceffary for an 
inllruMor of \outh, fhould eafilv fall into 
this error, is not to be wondered at ; but the 
evil is a real one, though its caufe he ex- 
cu cable : and, as fmall communities with 
Jlrong party attachments are peculiarly lia- 
ble to this mifplaced confidence, it is right 
{hat they fhould in a particular manner be 
put on their guard againfl it. They who 
know the diffenters, will acknowledge, that 
none appear more fenhble of the import- 
ance of a good educat;.on, or lefs fparing in 
their endeavours to procure it foi their chil- 
dren ; nor, upon the whole, can it be faid 

that 
" I find it afferted in fome memoirs of Mr. Howard in 
the Univerfal Magazine, that this perfon (whofe nam 
there mentioned) was a man of confiderable lea) 
author of a tranflation of the New Teftament and oi a 
Latin grammar. Without inquiring how f;tr this n 
fet afide the charge of his being deficient a 
I think it proper to fay, that my only foundatiu: 
•harge is Mr. Hoiunrd'% own authority. 
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that they are unfuccefsful in their attempts, 
Indeed, the very confined fyftem of inftruc- 
tion adopted in the public fchools of this 
kingdom, renders it no difficult tafk to vie 
with them in the attainment of objetis of 
real utility. But if it be made a leading 
purpofe to train up youth in a certain fet ot 
opinions, and for tins end it be thought ef- 
fential that the mafter mould be exclufively 
chofen from among thofe who are the moft 
clofely attached to them, it is obvious that 
a fmall community mull lie under great 
comparative difadvantages. 

The event withrefpect to Mr. Howard, 
was, (as he allured me, with greater indig- 
nation than I have heard him exprefs upon 
many fubjecls) that, after a continuance of 
fcven years at this fchool, he left it, not ful- 
ly taught any one thing. The lofs of this 
period was irreparable; he felt it all his life 
after, and it was but too obvious to thofe 
who convened with him. From this fchool 
he was removed to Mr. Eames's academy ; 
but his continuance there muff, I conceive, 
e been of fhort duration ; and, whatev- 
itbe his acquisitions in that place, he 
. ' v did not fupply the deficiencies of 
education. As fome of the ac- 
■ublifhed concerning him, might in- 
culcate 
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culcate the idea that he had attained con 
fiderable proficiency in letters, I feel'myfelf 
obliged, Irom my own knowledge, to alien, 
that he was never able to fp>ak or write his 
native language with grammatical correH- 
nefs, and that his acquaintance with other 
languages (the French, perhaps, excepted) 
was flight and fuperficial. In eftimating 
the powers of his mind, it rather adds to the 
account, that he had this additional difficul- 
ty to combat in his purfuit ol the gicat ob- 
jefts of his later yens. 

Mr. Howard's father die:! when he was 
youn^r, and bequeathed to bun and a daugh- 
ter, (his only children) confiderable for- 
tunes. He directed in his will, that his Ion 
fhould not come to the poflefiion of his 
property till his twenty-fifth year. 

It was, probably, in confequcncc of the 
father's direction that he was bound appren- 
tice to a wholefale grocer in the city . This 
will appear a lingular flep in the education 
of a young man of fortune ; bu at that pe- 

■ !, inuring youth to habits of method and 
indultry, and giving them a prudent regard 
to money, with a knowledge of the modes 
of employing it to advant; ■ b\ ma. 

ny confulered as the moil important points 
in every condition of life. Mr. Howard 
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was probably indebted to this part of his ed- 
ucation tor fome of that fpirit of order, and 
knowledge of common affairs, which he 
poffeffed ; but he did not in this firuation 
contract any of that love of aggrandifement 
which is the bafis of all commercial exer- 
tions ; and fo irkfome was the employment, 
to him, that, on coming of age, he bought 
out the remainder of his time, and imme- 
diately fet out on his travels to France and 
Italy. 

On his return he mixed with the world, 
and lived in the ftyle of other young men 
©f leifure and fortune. He had acquired 
that tafte for the arts which the view of the 
moft perfect examples of them is fitted to 
create ; and, notwithflaiiding the defects of 
his education, he was not without an attach- 
ment to reading and the ftudv of nature. 
The delicacy of his conftitution, however.. 
induced him 10 take lodgings in the coun- 
try, where for fome time his health was the 
principal object of his attention. As he 
was fuppofed to be of a confumptive habit, 
he was put upon a rigorous regimen of diet, 
which laid the foundation of that extraor- 
dinary abftenjioufnefs and indifference to 
the gratification? of the palate which ever 
after fo much diilinguifhed him. It is prob- 
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able that, from his firfl appearance in a 
ftate of independence, his way of thinking 
and acling was marked by a certain Angu- 
larity. Of this, one of the mofl remarka- 
ble confequences was his fir ft marriage 
about his twenty-fifth year. As a return ot 
gratitude to Mrs. Sarah Lardeau, (or Loi- 
dorej widow, with whom he lodged at 
Stoke Ncwington, for her kind attention to 
him during his invalid Hate, he propofed 
marriage to her, though fhe was twice his 
age, and exttemely fickly ; and, notwith- 
ftanding her remonftrances on the impro- 
priety of fuch an union, he perfifted in his 
defign, and it took place. She is repiefent- 
cd as a fenfible, worthy woman ; and on her 
death, three years afterwards, (during which 
interval he continued at Newington) Mr. 
Howard was fincerely affected with his 
lofs ; nor did he ever fail to mention her 
with refpeft, after his fentiments of things 
may have heen fuppofed, irom greater to 
mc.ice with the world, to have undergone a 
change. 

His liberality with refpecb to pecuniary 
concerns was early displayed; and at no 
time of his liie does he feerrl to hue con- 
in '1 iiione\ in any other light than as an 

Lrument of procuring happinefs to him- 
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felf and others. The little fortune that his 
wife poiTefled he gave to her filler-; and 
during his refidence at Newington he be- 
llowed, much in charity, and made a hand- 
fome donation to the diflenting congrega- 
tion there, for the purpofe of providing a 
dwelling-houfe for the miniffer. 

His attachment to religion was a princi- 
ple imbibed from his earliefl years, which 
continued fteady and uniform through life. 
The body of Chriftians to whom he partic- 
ularly united himfelf were the Independ- 
ents, and his fyflem of belief was that of 
the moderate Calvinifts. But though he 
feems early to have made up his mind as to 
the doclrines he thought beft founded, and 
the mode of worfhip he moft approved, yet 
religion abilraftedly confidered, as the re- 
lation between man and his Maker, and the 
grand fupport of morality, appears to have 
been the principal obje£l of his regard. He 
was lefs folicitous about modes and opin- 
ions, than the internal fpirit of piety and 
devotion ; and in his eftimate of different 
religious focieties, the circumftances to 
which he principally attended, were their 
zeal and finceriiy. As it is the nature of 
feels in general, to exhibit more earneftnefs 
:n doctrine, and ftriclnefs in difcipline, than 

the 
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the efhblifhment from which they diflent, 
it is riot v be wondered at that a perfon of 
Mr. Howard's difpofition mould regard 
the various denomina.ions of fectaries with 
prediledion, and attach himfelf to their 
hio/l diftinguifh^d'' members. In London 
he feems chiefly fo have joined the Baptift. 
congregation in Wtld-ifreet, long under the 
miniftrv of the much refpeved Dr. Sten- 
neit. His connexions were, I believe, lead 
with that clafs called the Rational Diflen- 
ters ; ye he probably had f riot a more inti- 
mate friend in the world than Dr. Price, 
who always ranked amorfg them. It was 
his contain practice to join in the feryice 
of the efldblifhment when he had not the 
opportunity of attendinafi%lace of diffent- 
ing worfhip ; and though he was warmly at- 
tached to the interefts of the party he ef- 
poufed, ve.rt»e paid that true fpirit of cathol- 
ocifm, which led him to honour virtue and 
religion whereever he found them, and to 
regard the means only as they were fubfer- 
yient to the end. 

He was created a Fellow of the Royal 
Society on May 13, 1756. This honour 
was not, I prefume, conferred upon him in 
confequence of any extraordinary proficien- 
cy in fcience which he had manifefted ; but 

rather 
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rather in conformity to the laudable prac- 
tice of that fociety, of attaching gentlemen 
of fortune and leifure to the mterefts of 
knowledge, by incorporating them into their 
body. Mr. Howard was not unmindful 
of the obligation he lay under to contribute 
fomething to the common ftock of informa- 
tion. Three fhort papers of his are pub- 
lifhcd in the Tranfatlions. Thefe are, 

In Vol. LIV. On the Degree of Cold ob- 
ferved at Cardington in the Winter of 1763, 
when Bird's Thermometec was as low as 
10 and an halt. 

In Vol. LVII. On the Heat of the Wa- 
ters at Bath, containing a Table of the Heat 
of the Waters of the different Baths. 

In Vol. LXI. On the Heat of the 
Ground on Mount Vefuvius. 

This lift may leive to give an idea of the 
kind and degree of his philosophical re- 
fearch. Meieorological observations were 
much to his tafle ; and even in his later 
tours, when he was occupied by very differ- 
ent objects, he never travelled without 
fome inltruments for that purpofe. I have 
heard him Iikewife mention fome experi- 
ments on the effects of the union of the pri- 
mary colours in different proportions, in 
which he employed himfelt with fume af- 
fiduit Af'tei 

B 2 
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After the death of his wife, in the year 
• 1756, he fet out upon another tour, intend- 
ing to commence it with a vifit to the ruins 
of Lifbon. The event of this defign will be, 
hereafter mentioned. He remained abroad 
a few months ; and, on his return, began to 
alter the houfe on his eflate at Cardmgton 
near Bedfoid, where he fettled. In 17,58 
he made a very fuitable alliance with Mifs 
Henrietta Leeds, eldeft daughter of Edward 
Leeds, Efq. of Croxton, Cambridgelhire, 
king's ferjeant ; and filler of the prefeut 
Edward Leeds, Efq. a Mailer in* Chancer}', 
and of Jofeph Leeds, Efq. of Croydon f 
With this lady, who pofTeffed in an emi- 
nent degree all the mild and amiable vir- 
tues proper to her fcx, he paffed, as I have 
often heard him declare, the only years of 
true enjgvmcnt which he had known in 
life. Soon after his marriage he purchafed 
Watcombc, in the New Foicit, Hampfhire, 
and removed thither. Concerning his way 
of life in this pleafant retreat, I find nothing 
charatteriftic to relate, except the ftate of 
perfect fecurity and harmony in which he 
managed to live in the midll of a people, 
againft whom his predeceffor though* it 
neceffary to employ all the contrivances oi 
ines and guns in order to prefcrve him- 

fell 
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felf from their hofUlities. He had, indeed, 
none of thofe propenfities which fo fre- 
quently embroil country gentlemen with 
their neighbours, both fmall and great. 
He was no fportfman, no executor of the 
game laws, and in no refpeft an encroach- 
er on the rights and advantages of others. 
In pofleffing him, the poor could not fail 
foon to find that they had acquired a pro- 
tector and benefaftor ; and I am unwilling 
to believe that in any part of the world 
thefe relations are not returned with grati- 
tude and attachment. After continuing at 
Watcombe three or four years, he fold the 
place, and went back to Gardington, which 
thenceforth became his fixed refidence. 

Here he fteadily purfued thofe plans, 
both with refpeft to the regulation of his 
perfonal and family concerns and to the 
promotion of the good of thofe around him, 
which principle and inclination fed him to 
approve. Though without the ambition of 
making a fplendid appearance, he had a taffe 
for elegant neatnefs jn his habitation and 
furniture. His fobriety of manners and pe 
culiarlties of living did not fit him for much 
promifcuous fociety ; yet no man received 
his feleff friends with more true hofpitali- 
ty ; and he always maintained an intercourfe 

with 
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with feveral of the firft perfons in his coun- 
ty, who knew and refpefled his worth. 
Indeed, however uncomplying he might be 
with the freedoms and irregularities of po- 
lite life, he was by no means negligent of 
its received forms ; and, though he might 
be denominated a man of fcruples and fin- 
gularities, no one would difpute his claim 
;o the title of a gentleman. 

But the terms on which he held fociety 
with perfons of his own condition, are of 
much lefs importance in the view I mean 
to take of his character, than the methods 
by which he rendered himfelf a blefling to 
the indigent and hiendlefs in a fmall circle, 
before he extended his benevolence to fo 
wide a compafs. It fecms to have been the 
capital object of his ambition, that the poor 
in his village mould be the molt orderly in 
their manners, the neateft in their perfons 
and habitations, and pofTeffed of the great- 
eft fhare of the comforts of life, that could 

net with in any parr of England. And 
was his difpofition to carry every thing 

undertook to the greateft pitch of | 
lion, fo he fpared no pains or expenfe to 
effect this purpofe. He began by building 
a number of neat cottages on his ellate, 

•ig to each a little land for a garden, 
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and other conveniences. In this projeft, 
which might be confidered as an objeft of 
tafle as well as of benevolence, he had the 
full concurrence of his excellent partner. I 
remember his relating, that once, having fet- 
tled his accounts at the clofe of a year, and 
found a balance in his favour, he propofed 
to his wife to make ufe of it in a journey to 
London, or any other gratification fhe chofe. 
" What a pretty cottage it would build," 
was her anfwer ; and th,e money wa« fo em- 
ployed. Thefe comfortable habitations he 
peopled with the moll induftrious and fober 
tenants he could find; and over them he 
exercifed the fuperintendence of matter and 
father combined. He was careful to fur- 
nifh them with employment, to affift them 
in ficknefs and diftrefs, and to educate their 
children. In order to preferve their morals, 
he made it a condition that they mould* reg- 
ularly attend their feveral places of wor- 
/hip, and abftain from public houfes, and 
from fuch amufements as he thought per- 
nicious; and he fecured their compliance 
with his rules by making them tenants at 
will. 

I fhall here beg leave to digrefs a little, 
in order to make fome general obfervations 
«n the different methods that may be pro- 
pofed 
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pofed for bettering the condition of the I 
Joweft and moll numerous clafs among us. 
In the flate in which they too frequently 
appear, depreffed to the extremelt point of 
indigence, unable by their utmoft exertions 
to obtain more than the bare neceflaries of 
exiftence, debafed by the total want of in- 
ftru£tion, and partaking of nothing that can 
dignify the human chaia£rer, it is no won- 
der that a benevolent perfon of the higher 
ranks in fociety fhould confider them as 
creatures of an inferior fpecies, only to be 
benefited by the co tftant exercife of his au- 
thority and fuperintendencc. And I believe 
the fact to be, that, from the operation of 
our poor laws, and other circumftances, 
the poor in this country are more thought- 
lefs, improvident and helplefs, than thofe 
of almoll any oilier naiion. Humanity 
will, therefore, in fuch a ftate of things, 
think it neceiTary to alTume the entire man- 
agement of thofe who can neither think nor 
act for their own good ; and will direct and 
overrule all their concerns, juft as it would 
thofe of children and idiots. In fliort, it 
will aim at fuch a kind of influence, as the 
Jefuits of Paraguay eftablifhed, (perhaps 
with the fame benevolent views) over the 
fiinple nati 

But 
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But is this ftate of pupilage to he per- 

fietual ? and, in a land of liberty and equal 
aws, is the great hody ot people always to 
exift in a condition of afclual fubjeciion to 
and dependence on the few ? Are they 
never to be ent ruffed with their own happi- 
nefs, but always to look up for fupport and 
direction to thofe who in reality are lefs in- 
dependent than themfelves ? This is an idea 
which a liberal mind will be unwilling to 
admit ; and it will anxkmfly look forward 
to a period, in which meannefs of condi- 
tion lhall not neceffarily imply debafemem 
of natuie; but thofe of every rank in 
fociety, feeling powers within themfelves 
to fecure their elTential comforts, mall refy 
upon their own exertions, and be guided by 
trie dictates of their own reafon. That this 
is not an imaginary flate of things, the gen- 
eral condition of the loweft clafle* in fome 
countries, and even in fome paits of Eng- 
land, where the working poor, at the fame 
time that their earnings enable them to pro- 
cure the comforts of life, are inured to 
habits of fobricty and frugality, is a fuffi- 
cient proof. <jj 

There iu-e lew counties in England which" 
afford lels employment to a numerous poor 
't'Bediord; of courfe, wages are 

low, 
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low, and much diftrefs would prevail, were 
it not tor the humanity ot the gentlemen 
who refide upon their eftates. Among thefe 
Mr. Howard diftinguiflied himfelf by a 
peculiar attention to the comfort and im- 
provement of his dependents ; and he was 
accordingly held by them in the higheft re- 
fpect and veneration. I may add, that he 
pofleffeci their love ; which is not always 
the cafe with thofe who render effential fer- 
vices to the people of that clafs. But he 
treated them with kindnefs, as well as be- 
neficence; and he particularly avoided eve- 
ry thing {fern or imperious in his manner 
towards them. Whatever there might ap- 
pear of flriclnefs in the difcipline he en- 
forced, it had only in view their heft inter- 
efts ; and if under his protection they could 
pafs a tranquil old age in their own com- 
fortable cottages, rather than end their lives 
in a work-houfe, the fubordination to which 
they fubmitted was amply compenfated. 
It is certain that the melioration of manners 
and principles which he promoted, was the 
mod effectual means ot eventually render- 
ing them more independent ; and I have 
reafon to know, that, latterly at leait, he 
was as well affected to the lights, as he was 
folicitous to augment the comforts of the 
poor. His 
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His charities were not confined to thofe 
more immediately connected with hisproper- 
ty ; they took in the whole circle of neigh- 
bourhood. His bounty was particularly di- 
rected to that fundamental point in improv- 
ing the condition of the poor, giving them 
a fober and ufetul education. From early 
life he attended to this object ; and he ef- 
tablilhed fchools for both fexes, conducled 
upon the moll judicious plan. The girls 
were taught reading, and needle-work in a 
plain way : the boys reading, and fome of 
them writing, and the rudiments of arith- 
metic. They were regularly to attend pub- 
lic worfhip in the way their parents approv- 
ed. The number brought up in thefc 
fchools was fluctuating, but the inflitutions 
were uninterrupted. In every other wav 
in which a man thoroughly difpofed to do 
good with the means Providence has be- 
llowed upon him, can exercife his liberali- 
ty, Mr. Howard flood among the fore- 
molt. He was not only a fubfcriber to va- 
rious public fchemes of benevolence, but 
his private charities were largely diffufed, 
and remarkably well direfled. It was, in- 
deed, only to his particular confidents and 
coadjutors that many of thefe were ever 
known - T but they render him the molt am- 
C nle 
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pie teftimony in this refpecl. His very in- 
timate and confidential friend, the Rev. 
Mr. Thomas Smith of Bedford, gives me 
the following account of this part of his 
conducl, at a time when he was deeply en- 
gaged in thofe public exertions which 
might be fuppofed to interfere with his pri- 
vate and local benetaflions. " He ftill con- 
tinued to devife liberal things for his poor 
neighbours and tenants ; and, confidering 
how much his heart and time were engaged 
in his great and comprehenfive plans, it 
was furprifing with what minutenefs he 
would fend home his directions about his 
private donations. His fchools weve con. 
tinned to the laft." It is impoffible any 
ftronger proof can be given, that the habit 
of doing good was wrought into his very 
ure, than that, while his public anion's 
nlaccd him without a rival for deeds of phi- 
hropy, he fhould Rill be unable to fatis- 
Iv his benevolent defires without his accuf- 
tomed benefus to his neighbours and de- 
pendents. 

Another early feature of that 
which Mr. HOWARD afterwards (o con. 
fpicuoufly difplayed, was a determined refill 
ancc oi injultice and oppreflioni No one 
could be more firmlv relied on 
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teclor of right and innocence againft unfeel- 
ing and unprincipled power. His indigna- 
tion was roufed by any attempts to encroach 
or domineer ; and his fpirit led him, without 
he (nation, to exprcfs, both in words and 
actions, his fenfe of fuch condu6t. As no 
man. could be more perfe£Uy independent, 
both in mind and fituation, than himfelf, he 
made that ufe of his advantage which every 
independent man ought to do ;. — he afted 
as principle directed him, regardlefs whom 
he might difpleafe by it ; he itrongly mark- 
ed his different fenfations with refpeft to 
different characters ; and he was not lefs 
ftrenuous in oppofing pernicious fchemes, 
than in promoting beneficial ones. 

The love of order and regularity likewife 
marked the early as well as the later peri- 
ods of his life ; it directed his own doinef- 
tic concerns equally with his plans for the 
benefit of others. His difpofition of time 
was ex aft and methodical. He accurate- 
ly knew the Hate of all his affairs ; and 
the hand of economy regulated what the 
heart of generofity difpenfed. His tafle in 
drefs, furniture and every thing exterior, 
was turned to fimplicity and neatnefs ; and 
this conformity ol difpofition rendered him 
admirer of the feft of Quakers, with 

many 
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many individuals of which he maintained 
an intimate connexion. 

In common with many other benevolent 
and virtuous characters, he had a fondnefs 
for gardening, and the cultivation of plants 
both ufeful and ornamental. Indeed, as his 
own diet was almofl entirely of the vegeta- 
ble kind, he had various inducements to at- 
tend to this pleafing occupation. That 
moll valuable root, the potatoe, was a great 
favourite with him ; and a remarkably pro- 
ductive fpecies of it, which he recommend- 
ed to public notice, was diltingufhed by his 
name. His garden was an objeft of curiof- 
ity, both for the elegant manner in which 
it was laid out, and for the excellence of 
its productions ; and in his various travels 
he frequently brought home, and diflributed 
among his friends, the feeds of curious 
kinds of cultivated vegetables. 

In this manner Mr. Howard palTed the 
tranquil years of his fettled refidence at 
Cardington ; happy in himfelf, and the in- 
flrument of good to all around him. But 
this ftate was not long to continue. His 
domeflic felicity received a fatal wound 
from the death of his beloved wife, in the 
year 176,5, foon after delivery of her only 
child. It is unneceflary to fay how a heart 

Kir* 
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like his muff, have felt on fuch an event, 
They who have been witneffes of the fen- 
fibility with which, many years afterwards, 
he recollected it, and know how he honour- 
ed and cherifhed her memory, will con- 
ceive his fenfations at that trying period. 
He was thenceforth attached to his home 
onlv by the duties annexed to it ; of* which 
tlie moff. interelling was the education of 
his infant fon. This was an office which 
almoft immediately commenced ; for ac- 
cording to his ideas, education had place 
from the very firft dawn of the mental fac- 
ulties. Tlie very unfortunate iffue of his 
cares, with refpecl to his fon, has caufed a 
charge to be brought againfl him very deep- 
ly aftefting his paternal character. That 
tiiis charge was in its main circumflance 
falfe and calumnious, has, I trull, been 
proved to the fatisfaftion of the public, by 
appeals to faffs which have remained un- 
controverted. I fhall not, therefore, go 
over again the ground of this controveify ; 
but lhall rather follow the proper line oi 
this work, by brieflv difplaying Mr. How- 
ard's ideas on education, and his manner 
oi executing them. 

arding children as creatures po fief fed 
ng pallions and defircs, without rea- 
C 2 fun 
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fon and experience to control them, hi 
thought that nature feemed, as it were, to 
mark them out as the fubje£ts of abfolute 
authority j and that the firft and fundamen- 
tal principle to be inculcated upon them, 
was implicit and unlimited obedience. 
This cannot be effe&ed by any procefs of 
reafoning, before reafon has its commence, 
ment; and therefore muff be the refult of 
coercion. Now, as no man ever more ef- 
fectually combined the leniter in modo with 
the for titer in re, the coercion he praclifed 
was calm and gentle, but at the fame time 
Heady and refolute. I lhall give an inilance 
of it which I had from hirnfelf. His child 
one day, wanting fomething which he was 
not to have, fell into a fit of crying, which 
the nurfe could not pacify. Mr. Howard 
took, him from her, and laid him quietly 
in his lap, till, fatigued with crying, lie 
became Hill. This procefs, a few times 
repeated, had fuch an effefct, that the child, 
it crying ever fo violently, was rendered 
quiet the inilant his father took him. In a 
fimilar manner, without harfli words and 
threats, flill lefs blows, he gained every oth- 
er point which he thought necefTary 10 gain, 
and brought the child to fuch a habit of 
obedience, that \ have heard him fay, he be- 

WmvmA 
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lieved his fon would have put his finger into 
the fire if he had commanded him. Certain 
it is, that many fathers could not, if they 
approved it, execute a plan of this kind ; 
but Mr, Howard in this cafe only purfu- 
ed the general method which he took to ef- 
fect any thing which a thorough convic- 
tion of its propriety induced him to under- 
take. It is abfurd., therefore, to reprefent 
him as wanting that milk of human kind- 
nefs for his only fon, with which he abound- 
ed for the relf of his fellow-creatures ; for 
he aimed at what he thought the good of 
both, by the very fame means ; and if he 
carried the point further with refpecl: to his 
fon, it was only becaufe he was more inter- 
efted in his welfare. But this courfe of dif- 
cipline, whatever he thought of it, could 
not have been long praftifed, fince the child 
was early fent to fchool, and the father liv- 
ed very little at home afterwards. As to its 
effect on the youth's mind, (if that and not 
intention, be the circumftance on which 
Mr. Howard's vindication is to depend) 
1 confider it as a manifefr impoffibility, that 
controlling the child ihould have been the 
caufe of the young man's infanity. If any 
fuch remote caufe could be fuppofed capa- 
ble of producing fuch an effedt, the oppo- 

fite 
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fite extreme of indulgence would have been 
a much more likely one. But I think it 
highly probable, that a father, whofe pref- 
ence was aflociated with the perception of 
reftraint and refufal, fhould always have in- 
fpired more awe than affection ; and fhould 
never have created that filial confidence, 
which is both the molt pleating and mofi 
fahuary of the fentiments attending that re- 
lation. And this has been the great evil of 
that rigorous mode of education, once 
general, and Hill frequent, among perfons 
of a particular perfuafion. I have authori- 
ty to fay, that Mr. Howard was at length 
fenfible that he had in fome meafure miftak- 
en the mode of forming his l\>n to that 
character he wiflied him to acquire ; thou 
with refpeel to lii-- mental derangement, 
I know that he imputed no blame to him- 
fell on that head. With what parental for- 
row he was arTe£Ved by that event av ill ap- 
pear in the progrefs oi the narration. 

Having now given fuch a view of the 
temper and manners of this excellent per- 
ion, in his private fituation, as may ft 
to introduce him to the reader's acquaint- 
ance at the time ot his alFuming a pub'lii 
character, I fliall, without further del 
proceed to trace him through thofe 
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his life, the employment of which alone has 
rendered him an objetl of the curiofity and 
admiration of his countrymen. 

In the vear 1773, ^ r - Howard was 
nominated high-lheriff of the county of 
Bedford. An obftacle, however, lay in the 
way of his accepting that office, concerning 
which I fhall take the liberty of making a 
tew remarks. 

When a principled Diflenter, whofe con- 
dition in life permits him to afpire to the 
honour of ferving his country in fome poll 
of magiftracy, reflects on his fituation, he 
.finds that he mull make his election of one 
of the three following determinations. He 
muft either comply with a religious rite of 
another church, merely on account of its 
being made the condition of receiving the 
.office ; or take upon himfelf the office 
without fuch compliance, under all the haz- 
ard that attends it ; or he muft quietly fit 
down under that vacation from public 
charges which the ftate, in its wifdom, has 
impofed upon him, fatisfied with promoting 
the welfare of individuals by modes not 
interdicted to him. It would be great pre* 
fumption in me to decide which of thefe 
determinations is mod conformable to duty. 

In 
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In fa£t, (here is only a choice of difficul- 
ties, and the decifion beiween them muft 
be left to every man's own feelings, which, 
if his intentions be good and honcil, will 
fcarcelv lead him wrong. But if was per. 
fe-M.lv fuitable to Mr. Howard's charac- 
ter to make op;ion of the office with the 
hazard : for as, on the one hand, no con- 
sideration on earth could have induced him 
to violate his religious principles ; fo on the 
other, his active difpofition, and zeal for 
the public good, flrongly impelled him to 
afhtme a itation, in which thofe qualities 
•hthave free fcopc for exertion; and as 
to peifonal hazard, that was never an ob- 
ilacle in his way. There may be cafuifls 
who will condemn this choice, and regard 
it as a ferious offence again If the laws of 
his country, to have taken upon him an of- 
iice without complying with its prelimina- 
ic;ns. But, I conceive, the fincere 
philanthropifl will rather make a different 
reflection, and feel a fhock in thinking, 
that, had Mr. Howard been influenced by 
thofc apprehenhons which would have op- 
erated upon moil men, l.c would have been 
excluded from that fituaiion, which .. 
occaiion 10 all thole fervices which hi i< n- 

- 1 <■<). 
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dered to humanity in his own country, and 
throughout Europe.* 

He entered upon his office with the ref- 
olution of pertorming all its duties with 

that 

* The penalties to which Mr. Howard, in this inftance, 
expofed himfelf, are declared in the following claufe of 
the teft act, which cannot too often be placed before the 
eyes of Britons. " Every perfon that fhall neglect or re- 
fufe to take the facrament as aforefaid, and yet, after fuch 
neglect or refufal, fhall execute any of the faid offices or 
employments, and being thereupon lawfully convicted, 
fhull be difabled to fue, or ufe any action, bill, plaint or 
information, in courfe of law, or to profecute any fuit in 
any court of equity, or to be guardian of any child, or ex- 
ecutor or adminiftrator of any perfon, or capable of any 
legacy or deed of gift, or to bear any office ; and {hall 
forfeit the fum of five hundred pounds, to be recovered « 
by him or them that fhall fue for the fame." In the debate 
on the repeal of this act, the mover, with much eloquence, 
introduced the very cafe of Mr. Hutvard, and feemed con- 
fiderably to imprefs his audience by the l'uppofition of 
fuch a man fuffering its penalties, in confequence oi 
information which any villain might lay againft him. In 
reply it was faid, that, whatever were a man's intentions, 
it he voluntarily contravened a known law of his country, 
it ought not to be reckoned a hardfhip that he incurred 
the penalties by which it was functioned. And this rea- 
foning is undoubtedly juft, as it reflects the inteiv.it of an 
individual put in competition with the fecurity of a 1; w. 
But furcly it is a proper confideration for the legif.ature, 
whether a law be grounded on thole principles of equity 
neral utility which can juftify the impofition of 
dreadful penalties for the breach of it, eipecially 
xperience hasfhewn.that t'nemoftcenfeientious and 
temianed perfons .ae moil liable to incur them. 
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that punctuality which marked his conduft 
in every thing he undertook. Of thefe, 
one of the rnoft important, though leaft 
agreeable, is the tnfpedion of the prisons 
within its jurifdiarion. But this, to him, 
was not only an a& of duty, it intcrefled 
him as a material concern of humanity. 

The attention of Mr. Howard to per- 
fons " fick and in piifon," is by himfelf dat- 
ed as far back as the year i 76 6, when he 
was induced by a lingular, but what I 
fliowld call a fublime, ciiriofity to vifit Lif- 
bon, then lying in the recent ruins of its 
terrible earthquake. The packet in which 
he failed being taken by a French privateer 
he, with the reft of the crew, was firft ex- 
pofid to all the barbarities exereifed by 
thofe licenfed pirates, who poflefs the right 
of the fword, not mollified by the feelings of 
gentlemen; and, on Ins arrival in Fr^cr 
he for a time endured Come of the hard/hi™ 
of apnfonerof war, and became acquainted 
with all the fufFerings of his countrymen in 
the fame fltuation. Thefe, on lus return to 
to England, he took care to make known to 
the Commifhoners of Sick and Wounded 
fceamen, who gave him their thanks f , 
in.-rmation, and exerted themfelves to 
taia :edids. h was impofliblc that fo I 
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irg a leflon of the calamities infliQed upon 
the uiiprote&ed clalies of mankind, by fel- 
low-creatures " drelied in a lutle briet au- 
thority," thould tail to make a durable im- 
predion on fuch a mind as Mr. Howard's. 

It was not, however, till the period ot 
his ferving the office of IherifF, that the di - 
trelfes of thofe confined in the civil prifons 
ot his own country engaged his particular 
notice. In the introduction to his State of 
the Prifons, he has with the moll unafTuming 
fimplicity, rela'ed the gradual progrefs of 
his inquiries ; and in what manner he was 
led, from an examination ot the gaols in his 
own fmall county, to an inveftigition of all 
the circumflances belonging to this branch 
of police throughout the kingdom. 

The firit thing which fhuck him, was the 
enormous injuftice ot remanding to prifou 
for the payment of fees, thofe who had 
been acquitted or dilcharged without trial. 
As the magiftrates of his county, though 
willing to redrefs this grievance, did not 
conceive themfelvcs pollened of the power 
ot granting a remedy, Mr. Howard trav- 
elled into fome of the neighbouring coun- 
ties in fearchof a precedent. In this fearcb, 
fcenes ot calamity and injuftice Itill Otxjn- 
upon him, he went on, and paid vifus 
D t* 
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to mod of the county gaols in England. 
Some peculiarly deplorable objects coming 
in his view, who had been brought from 
the Bridewells, he was induced to enter up- 
on an examination of thefe places ot con- 
finement ; tor which purpofe he travelled 
again into the counties he had before feen, 
and into all the reft, vi filing houfes of cor- 
rection, city and town gaols. 

He had carried on Ehefe inquiries with fo 
muchafliduity, that fo early as March 1774, 
he was defired 10 communicate his infor- 
mation to the Houfe of Commons, and re- 
ceived their thanks. As he was then little 
known, I cannot much wonder that fo ex- 
traordinary an initance of pure and aclive 
benevolence was no; univerfally compre- 
hended even by that patriotic body ; for a 
member thought fit to alk him " at wliofe 
expenfe he travelled?" a queflion which 
Mr. Howard could fcarcely anfwer with- 
out fome indignant emotions. Soon after 
this public tellimony given to the exillence 
ct great abuies and defects in our prifons, 
a very worthy member, Mr. Pepham, Drought 
into tne Houfe two lulls, one " for the re- 
lief of ac (Uitted prilbners in matter of tees" 
e Dther 4i for preferving the health of 
prifoners." — Thefe Palmary acis pafled dur- 
ing 
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ing the fame feflion, and made a commence* 
ment of thofe reforms which have fince 
been fo much extended. Mr. Howard, 
awa r e of the great deficiency of the mode 
of promulgating laws among us, had thefo 
a£b prin ed in a different characler, and fent 
to every keeper of a county -gaol in Eng- 
land. 

In this year he was induced, by the ur- 
gent perfuafions of his neighbours and friends 
of the town of Bedford, to ftand candidate, 
in conjun6tion with Mr. Whitbread, to 
rcprefent that borough in parliament. No 
two perfons could be bet'er entitled to the 
efteem of a town ; and they were very warm- 
ly fupported in a conteft, which however 
terminated in the return of two other gen- 
tlemen. Mr. Whitbread and Mr. How- 
ard petitioned th Houfe againft the re- 
turn ; and the event was, that the former, 
and one of the fitting members, were de- 
clared duly elected. To thofe who are ac- 
quainted with the conftitution of that bo- 
rough, it will not appear extraordina-y, that 
a perfon poffeHing the attachment of a ma- 
jority of the inhabitant vorers ihould lofe 
his election. This, however, w.ts a moft 
fortunate circumftance for 1 he public ; f-nce, 
if Mr. Howard had obtained a feat in he 

Houfe 
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Houfe of Commons, his plans for the re ! 
mation of prifons, muff have heen brought 
within a narrow compafs ; and the coll,, 
ral inquiries, which, 10 gieatly to the ad- 
vantage of humanity, he afterwards adopt- 
ed, ccruld never have exifled. 

It was Mr. Howard's intention to have 
pubhfhed his account of Englifh prifons, in 
fpring 1775; but as he was fenfible, that 
to point our dcieois, without at the fame 
time fuggelfing remedies, would be of lit- 
tle advantage, he thought it belt to examine 
with his own eyes, what had been actually 
put in pra&ice with refpeft to this part of 
police, in lome of the mofl enlightened 
countries on the continent. Accordingly 
in that year he vifited France, Flanders, 
Holland and Germany; and in 1776 re- 
peated his vifit to thole countries, and alfo 
went to Switzerland. In the intervals he 
made a journey to Scotland and Ireland, 
rcvifiied the county-gaols and many 
others in England. 

Thus furnifhed with a flock of informa- 
tion greater than had ever before been col- 
l< cred on this fi.bjed ; and, indeed, proba- 
greater than any man had, in the fume 
1 pace of time, ever collected on any fub- 
jeet that required fimilar pains ; h( 
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it to the public in 1777, in a quarto volume 
of near 500 pages, dedicated to the Houfe 
of Commons, by way of grateful acknowl- 
ment for the honour conferred on him 
by their thanks, and for the attention they 
had bellowed on the bufinefe. Before I 
proceed to give an account of this work, I 
flball jufl obferve, that fo zealous was Mr. 
Howard to diffufe information, and fo 
determined to obviate any idea that he meant 
to repay his expenfes by the profitable trade 
of Book-making, that, befides a profufc 
munificence in prefenting copies to all the 
principal perfons in the kingdom, and all 
his particular friends, he infiited on fixing 
the price of the volume fo low, that, had 
every copy been fold, he would (till have 
presented the public with all the plates, and 
great part of the printing. And this prac- 
tice he followed in all his fubfequent publi- 
cations ; fo that, with literal propriety, he 
may be faid to have GIVEN them to the 
world. By the large expenfes of his jour- 
ney, charities and publications, he lias made 
him felt even a greater pecuniary benefactor 
to mankind than can readily be paralleled 
in ;• ■■ country, his proportioned cir- 

confidered. Yet how fmall a 
-..as this oi ;he facrifices he made ! 

D2 He 
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He chofe the prefs of Mi. Eyres at War- 
rington, induced bv various elegant fpeci- 
mens which had iffued from it, and by the 
opportunity a country profs afforded, of 
having the work done under his own in- 
fpe£Hon, at his own time, and with all the 
minute accuracy ot correction he determin- 
to beftow on it. I may alfo fay, that an 
opinion of the advantage he might ihere en- 
joy of fome literary afliltance in the revilion 
and improvement of his papers, was a far- 
ther motive. To this choice I was indebt- 
ed for that intimate perfonal acquaintance 
with him, which I {hall ever ciicem one of 
the moil honourable circumilances of my 
life, and the lively recollcriion of which 
Will, I truft, never quit me while memory 
remains. He relided in Warrington during 
the whole time ot priming, and his attention 
to bufinefs was mod indefatigable. During 
a very fevere winter he made it his praclice 
to rife at three or four in the morning, for 
the purpofe of collating every word and 
figure of his daily proof fheet wiih the orig- 
inal. 

As I thought it right to mention Mr. 
Howard's literary deficiencies, it is be- 
come ncceffary to inform the public of 
the manner in which his works were com- 
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pofed. On his return from his tours he 
took all his memorandum books to an 
old retired friend of his, who aflifted him 
in methodifing them, and copied out the 
whole matter in correct language. They 
were then put into the hands of Dr. Price, 
from whom they underwent a revifion, and 
received occafionally confiderable altera- 
tions. What Mr. Howard himfelf 
thought of the advantages they derived from 
his ailiftancc, will appear from the follow- 
ing palfages in letters to Dr. Price. " I 
am afhamed to think how much I have ac- 
cumulated your labours, yet I glory in that 
afliftance to which I owe fo much credit in 
the world, and. under Providence, fuccefs 

in my endeavours." " It is from your 

kind aid and afliflance, my dear friend, that 
I derive fo much-, of my character and in- 
fluence., I exult in declaring it, and fhall 
any a grateful fenfe of it to the la A hour 
my exiftence." With his papers thus 
reeled, Mr. Howard came to the prefs 
Warrington ; and firft he read them all 
over carefully with me, which perufal was 
repeated, fheet by fheet, as they wre print- 
ed. As new fafts and obfervations were 
continually fuggefting themfelves to his 
mind, he put the matter of them upon paper 

as 
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as they occurred, and then requeired me to 
clothe them in fuch cxpreflions as I th< 
])roper. On th< fe occafiotis, fu< h was li is 
diffidence, that I found it difficult to make 
him acquiefce in his own I when, 

as frequently happened, it was unexception- 
able. Ot this additional matter, Come wai 
interwoven with the text, hut the greater 
part was necefTarily thrown into notes, 
which in fome of his volumes arc nunu- 



The title of this firfi work is, The Slate 
of the Prtfbns in England and Wales', znth 
preliminary ObJ'ervaUon j, and an Account of 
jome Foreign Prtfbns. It I egins witl 
tal View ot Dilfrefs in prifons, fhtwing in 
what refpects thpfe of England are d( lie i< 
in the articles of food, water, bedding 
and helh air ; and that the morals of 
prifoners are totally neglecled, the molt 
criminal and abandoned being fuffered t| 
Corrupt the younger and h f.s pra:tifcd. v 
tice is alio taken of the gaol-h 

i h has in a | ( ; thflU 

prifons of this count . v, and i 
tinier (pread its ravages fi 

Oil] 

rniL- 
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notice of the demand of garnifh, the permif- 
fion of gaming, the ufe of irons, the practice 
of varying the towns where the afhzes are 
held, the local unfrequency of gaol delivery, 
the fees ftill demanded by clerks of affize and 
ot the peace, the non-refidency of gaolers, 
the crouding of gaols with the wives and 
children of prifoners, and the circumflance 
of fome gaols being private property. .From 
this, and the foregoing fecHon, every one 
muft be convinced of the dreadful ftate of 
our police in this important matter, and 
the abfolute neceflity for a reformation. 
For proof that the complaints here made in 
general terms are not unfounded or exag- 
gerated, he properly refers to the fubfequent 
account ot particular gaols, where they are 
too abundantly verified. He concludes the 
fecond fefction with an enumeration of all 
the prifoners in England and Wale 1 , under 
their feveral clafTes, who, in 1776, amount- 
ed to 4084, a number much lefs than fome 
vague conjectures had Hated, yet fumcient- 
ly great to demand the ferious attention of 
the legiflature, efpecially when it is confid- 
ered that every man in prifon may he reck- 
oned to have two dependants on him for 
fupport, 

Mr. 
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Mr. Howard's third feclion offers pro* 
pofed Improvements in the Stiuftureand 
Management of Prifons. He begins with 
obfervations on the prifon itfelf, with re- 
fpert to its fituation and plan, the laiterof 
which is illuftrated by an engraving. He 
then proceeds to that moll eilepial topic, 
the regulations. Thefe he confiders under 
the feveral heads of gaoler, chaplain, fur- 
geon, fees, cleanlinefs, food, bedding 
and orders, and infpertor. He much infifts 
upon the neceifity of abfolutely taking away 
the tap from the keepers or prifons, the 
poffeflmn of which was obvioufly the caufe 
of promoting intemperan e and riot, from 
the interelt it gave the keeper in fuel) i. reg- 
ularities. In lieu of this fource of profit, he 
propofes a liberal addition to the falaries of 
this officer, the importance and refpe6la- 
bility of whofe employ he every where in- 
culcates. He makes a feparate article of 
Bridewells, the original penitentiary houfes 
of the country, and planned with much 
wifdom, but which, by long neglect and 
abufe, were become rather a nuifance than 
an advantage to the police. In many of 
them, though the perfons confined were 
fentenced to hard labour, no work of any 
kuid was done ; and this ilate of idlenefs, 

with 
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with the company of hardened criminals, 
proved to be a moll effectual method of 
completing tl e corruption ot young and 
pet y offenders. Various excellent remarks 
and fuggefftions are given in the whole of 
this feftion, which contains the ground- 
work of all improvement in the economy of 
prifons and houfes ot correction. 

In feet IV. Mr. Howard gives an ac- 
count of foreign prifons ; not of all he had 
feen, but of luch only as afforded matter 
of inllruction ; nor in thefe does he notice 
the frauds and defefts he obferved, for he 
fays, " the redrefs and invefligation of for- 
eign abufes was not my objecV The 
countries of which the prifons are defcrib- 
ed are France, Switzerland, Germany, Hol- 
land and Flanders. In the firff., the fufpic- 
ious policy which then prevailed would 
have rendered it very difficult for him to 
have obtained accefs to the interior part of 
the prifons, had he not availed himfelf of 3, 
benevolent rule, which permits any perfon 
to difbibute alms to the prifoners with his 
own hands. A fpirit of order and precif- 
ion, tempered with humanity, was obferva- 
ble in the conduft of this department, the 
regulations ot which weie fixed by a very 
compiehcniive and judicious code contain- 
ed 
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ed in an arret of 1717. In Switz, 
the feparation of male and iemalc pnfoners, 
the folitary confinement of felons, and the 
employment oi thofe called galley-flaves, 
are circumftances deferving notice. The 
German prifons are regulated in a fimilar 
manner; and the houies of correction at 
Manheim, Hamhurgh and Bremen, afford 
ufeful examples of order and induuiy. But 
it is in Holland that the purpofe of reform- 
ing criminals by a courfe of difc ipline is car- 
ried in'o execution with moll care and efTec}. 
Few debtors and few atrocious offenders are 
to be found th re ; and the rafp and fpin- 
houfes contain the great body of pnfoners. 
The regulations of thefe arc given in detail, 
and the different employments of the pril- 
one;s in different towns, arc particularly 
noted. Holland appears to be Mr. HOW- 
ARD'S great fchool, to which we fhall fee 
that he was never wearied in returning. 
The Auflrian Netherlands ofFet fome ol the 
largcft cftablii'hments of the penitentiary 
kind, and prove the poflibility of managing 
a great number of criminals f'o as to make 
them ufeful to the fiate, and decent in 
behaviour, by the aid of fleady difciplinc 
and feparate confinement at night. Mr. 
Howard faw, what I fuppofe was 

dc 
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deemed an impoflibility in England, in the 
houle ot correction at Ghent, near 190 
flout criminals governed with as much ap- 
parent eafe as the moll fober and well-dif- 
pofed affembly in civil fociety. The regu- 
lations of this prifon are defervedly given 
at fome length. Mr. Howard concludes 
this feftion with a forcible and manly ap- 
peal to his countrymen with refpett to the 
companion he was obliged to exhibit be- 
tween foreign and Englith police in this 
point, fo unfavourable to the latter ; calling 
upon liis reader to judge, from the facls 
lafcj before him, " whether a defign of re- 
forming our prifons be merely vihonary ; 
and whether idlenefs, debauchery, difeafe 
and famine, be the necefT-uy attendants of a 
prifon, or only connected with it in cur 
ideas, for want ot a more perfeft knowledge 
and more enlarged views." 

Section V. takes up the greateil part of 
the book. It contains a particular account 
of Englifh prifons, arranged according to 
the circuits, and comparing every county 
in England and Wales. The mode adopt- 
ed is very well contrived for the eafy con- 
futation of magiltrates and other perfons 
concerned. Every principal prifon in Lon- 
don, and ever}' county and city gaol, has the 
E leading 
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leading fafts refpe£ling it difpofed in a fliort 
table under the four heads of gaoler, prif. 
oners, chaplain and fuigeon. A brief de- 
fcription follows of fituation, plan, meafure- 
ments, &e. with fuch remarks, either of 
approbation or penfure, as the circumflanccs 
fuggefted. Lifts are given of legacies and 
benefactions ; and all tables of fees, and 
rules and orders, are copied verbatim. Next 
to thefc, arc concife accounts of all the 
county Bridewells, and the town gaols and 
Biiclewclls, with occafional remarks. The 
work is clofed by fome tables relative to 
fees and numbers, (times and punifhments 
of criminals. A fhort conclufion termi- 
nates the whole, in which the author apolo- 
gizes for the language of cenfure lie has fo 
often been compelled to ufc, enumerates 
the leading objeHs requiring reform, and 
promifes, that if fuch a thorough pai liament- 
ary inquiry into this great object, as alone 
can prove effeftual to put it upon a proper 
footing, fhould be undertaken, he would 
devote his time to a more extenfive foreign 
jwurnev, for the fake of obtaining new in- 
formation to lay before the public. 

I cannot difmifs the account of Mr. How- 
ARn's firft and great work, without a few 
reflections, to which the contemjilation of 

if 
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it gives rife. And firll, we may derive from 
it a clear idea of the capital objects which 
the author had at heart refpeding prifoners, 
Thefe were, to allevia e their miferies, and 
correct their vices. As to the former pur- 
pofe, he confidered that men, partaking a 
common nature, have certain claims upon 
their fellow-creatures which nothing can 
entirely abrogate ; — that even the higheft 
degree of criminality does not abfolutely 
exclude compaffion towards the perpetrators 
,of crimes, efpecially when fuffering under 
their effefts ; — that as no man pafTes through 
life without fome deviation from frrifct rec- 
titude, fo none has lived without the per- 
formance of fome good actions — and that, 
although human laws muft draw a line be- 
tween fuch circumftances of condu£t as do, 
or do not, come within their cognizance, 
yet there is a tribunal before which all man- 
kind muft appear as culprits, only diftin- 
guifhed by the degree of delinquency. He 
lurthtr confidered, that among the inmates 
of a prifon there is every poflible degree of 
moral demerit, from the mere inconfidevate 
violation of fome hard, ill-undeiftood, local 
law, to the deliberate breach of the moft 
facred and univerfal rule of action ; and 
that a great number are, in the e) e of the 

law, 
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law, innocent perfons, only under a tempo- 
rary flate of confinement, till their condutt 
is properly iuveltigated. From thefe dif- 
fereni views of the fubjeft, he convinced 
himfelf, that it was the duty of every fociety 
to pay due attention to the health, and, in 
fome degree, even to the com torts, oi all 
who are held in a llate of confinement ; — 
that wanton and unneceifary rigour Ihould 
be praclifed upon none ; — and that fome 
were entitled to all the indigencies com- 
patible with their condition. It was, how- 
ever, by no means his wifh (as fome chofe 
to represent it) to render a prifon fj com- 
fortable an abode, that the lowed order of 
fociety might find their condition even bet- 
tered by admiflion into it. On the contrary, 
the fyllem of difcipline which he defired to 
ellablifh, was fuch as would appear extreme- 
ly grievous to thofe oi an idle anilicentious 
ditpofition. For, whenever ;tojfcrifon merit 
was made the punilhment of §j*nme, his 
idea of reformation became a leading prin- 
ciple in the regulation ol prifons ; and it 
was that which colt him the chief labour ia 
collecting andapphing facts. To arcom. 
plifh this end, he (hewed that thefe thing! 
were effential ; — Uriel and con (lam fuper- 
intendence — clofe and regular employment 
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— religious inftruftion — rewards for induf- 
try and good behaviour, and penalties for 
f'oth and auttacioufnefs — diftnbution into 
clatles and divilions according to age, fex, 
delinquency, &c. — and occafional and noc- 
turnal folitude. In laying down thefe regu- 
lations, he might be thought to have given 
way to a certain aufjerity, were it not fo 
tempered by attention to the real demands 
or human nature, and fanclified by a regard 
to the belt interefls of offenders themfelves, 
that the friend ot mankind was ever appar- 
ent, even in the llricf. difciplinarian. He 
extremely lamented that the plan of refor- 
mation feemed, ot all parts ot his fyftem of 
improvement, leaft entered into or under- 
ftood in this country,, The vulgar idea that 
our criminals are hardened and abandoned 
bevond all pollibiiity of amendment, ap- 
peared to him equally irrational and perni- 
cious. He fcorned, through negligence 01 
defpair, to give up the worit cafes of' mental 
corruption ; he fully believed that proper 
ledies duly adminiilered, would reeo\ 
re ihare of them ; and he thought it the 
iteft of cruelties to confign a foul to 
dition, without having made ever)- effort 
lor retrieving it. Merely to get rid of con- 
.ution or perpetual banifhmi 

he 
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he regarded as a piece of barbarous policy, 
equally denoting want of feeling, and defi- 
ciency of refource ; and he had not fo much 
Englifh prejudice about him, as to fuppofe, 
that a fyftem not adopted in this country 
was therefore abfurd or impracticable. 

Mv fecond topic of reflection is the fink- 
ing proof this work affords of the extenfive 
benefit arifing from a free prefs. By its 
means we fee an individual, enjoying nei- 
ther royal nor mini {ferial patronage, but 
folely borne up by ardent zeal for the pub- 
lic good, and the refources of his own mind 
and fortune, enabled not only to lay before 
the world complete information concerning 
a mofl important and little-known fubjeer, 
but, in fome meafure, alfo to enforce the 
correction of abufes, by bringing before the 
bar of the public thofe by whofe negligence 
or criminality they had been foflcred. For 
as the hiffory of mankind has fhewn on the 
one hand, that, palpable injuftice and mif- 
management, even in an abfolute govern- 
ment, cannot long ffand their ground againft 
the odium of an enlightened public ; fo, on 
the other, it has proved, that even in free 
confutations, notwithftanding all t. 
boafred checks and balances, very grofs 

fes may long prevail, unlefs they arc 
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placed in open day, and fubmitted to the 
cenfure of the nation at large. It is fcarce- 
ly, I think, to be doubted, that the freedom 
we enjoy in this country, and the ultimate 
defeat of every pernicious project, are lefs 
owing to the mechanifm of our conftitution, 
than to the habitual prafticc (rather aflumed 
6y the fpirit of the people than granted by 
the laws) of fubjefiing every public meafure 
to popular difcuffion by means of the prefs. 
From this ready communication of facts and 
opinions, it has happened, that many uieful 
defigns and improvements have among us 
originated from perfons who had neither 
power nor intcreft of their own, but whofe 
plans were adopted in confequence of the 
public conviction. The refpeit paid to 
Mr. Howard's virtues, abilities, and in- 
duftryj placed him in a manner at the head 
of the department in which he had engaged 
as a volunteer; and this, not only in his 
own country, but afterwards, in foine meaf- 
ure, throughout Europe. Though in ex- 
crcifmg the olfice of a cenfor he was fupc- 
rior to the fear of giving offence, yet he 
ever obferved the utmoil delicacy in ma: Ic- 
ing out individuals as objects of blame. 
He boldly and forcibly difplayed the abufe, 
but left it to thofe more immediately con- 
cerned, 
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corned, to lake notice of the delinquent. 
It cannot be queftioned, thai numbers look- 
ed with an evil eye upon his keen refearchei 
and fiee detections ; but how could they 
venture, before tbe public, to confront a 
nun whofe aflertions were correct, whole 
intentions were above all fufpicion, and 
whofe life would ifand the feve.eu tell? 
May this example animate all future frienda 
of mankind with a noble confidence be- 
coming their caufe ? 

The Houfe ot Commons now took up, 
with laudable zeal, the important bufinels 
of regulating the prifons ; and in the 
draught ot a bill " to panifh by imprifon- 
ment and haid labour certain offenders, and 
to eftablifh proper places for their recep- 
tion," the plan \\ as formed upon the rafp 
and fpin-houfes in Holland. Mr. How- 
ard was now called upon by bis promife, 
as well as his inclination, to make a new 
tour for the purpofe of acquiring fndh and 
more exacl informa ion. lie ac< ordingly, 
in April 1778, went over to Ho!! 
rcvifited with the greater] attention the 
well-conduited eftabhftiments of the peni- 
tentiary kind in the United Prc^viii 
Thence he travelled into Germany, taking 
his co.rle through Hanover , ad Berlin, 
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Vienna. From this canital he proceeded 
to Italy bv* Venice ; and, having gone as 
far fouth as Naples, returned by the we Hern 
fide ol that country to Switzerland. Thence 
he purfued the courfe of the Rhine through 
Germany ; and, eroding the Low Countries 
to France, returned to England in January 
1779. During the fpiing and fummer of 
this year he made another complete tour of 
England and Wales, and likewife took a 
journey through Scotland and Ireland. 

The labours of thefe two years were cer- 
tainly not lefs productive of ufeful infor- 
mation than his former journies. In fome 
refpefls they were more valuable, fince, be- 
ing now fully mafter of his fubje£r, and ac- 
quainted with the means of procuring the 
Left intelligence, he purfued his inquiries 
with greater eafe and effect, He was now, 
100, a diftinguifhed character in Europe, and 
might venture to affurrte that kind of au- 
thority, to which the collection of facts, 
interefting to all civilized nations, feemed 
to entitle him. It is here proper to men- 
tion, that although he often found it necef- 
fary, efpecially when treading new ground, 
to avail himfelf of recommendations to per- 
fons high in rank and office ; yet that he 
much preferred, when he, could practife it, 

carrying 
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carrying on liis refearches as an unknown in- 
dividual, whofe bufmefs was not fufpe&ed, 
and who took inch times and opportunities 
of making his vifits, as fecured him againft 
any thing like difguife or preparation. And 
it was his general cuflom, alter he had once 
obtained accefs to a prifon by the prefencc 
and interposition of authority, to ftay fome 
time in the place, or rovifit it, for the pur- 
pofe of renewing his inquiries (ingle and 
unexpected. Thus careful was he to guard 
againft deception ; ?nd with fuch coolnefs 
of inveftigation did he execute a defign 
which it required fo much ardour of mind 
to conceive. 

I fhall not, however, conceal, that fome 
fenfible and not uncandid obfervers of his 
conduct have thought him too apt to be 
prejudiced by firft impreffions, the effects 
of which it appeared extremely difficult to 
remove ; and they have alfo charged him 
with fometimes giving undue credit to per- 
fons of inferior condition, at the places 
where he was making his inquiries ; and 
likewife with being apparently better pleafed 
with finding occafion to cenfure than to 
commend. If, in a few inftances, there may 
have been grounds for thefe imputations, 
(as nothing human is without its defers) 

yer 
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yet I think his works may, on the whole, 
be confidently referred to, as proving, by an 
immenfe mafs of allowed and uncontradict- 
ed faHs,the accuracy or his representations. 
It is likewife to be confidered, that, as abufes 
in general proceed from fuperiors, ii was not 
likely that a fair account of them Ihould be 
obtained from that quarter ; and, as his great 
purpofe was to correct:, it is natural that his 
attention lhi uld have been more drawn to 
what was wrong than what was right. A 
Hercules who went about in order to contend 
with monilers, had little to do with the 
fair forms of civil lite. Yet numerous in- 
stances ot liberal praife may be fouud in his 
works, efpecially where he couldpropo ! "e the 
object of it as an example proper for imita- 
tion. 

The tours now before us were likewife 
rendered richer in utility by the comprehen- 
fion ot another great object, that oi hofpi- 
tals. To there iniututions of humanity 
Mr. Howard had long been attached; he 
had been a promoter of them, and attentive 
to their improvement ; and in his journies 
through this kingdom, he had feldom failed 
to vifit the hofpitals and infirmaries firuat- 
ed in our principal towns. He had a!fo, 
in his fir ft publication, tiken curfory notice 



6o LIFE, TRAVELS, 67c. 

of a few which he faw abroad. But he 
now made them an avowed objeft oi his 
examination ; a circumffance, it may he 
fuppofed, not a little pleafing to his medi- 
cal inends. For, although the knowledge 
collected hy a profefhonal man with fimilar 
opportunities would, doubtlefs, have been 
more applicable to the purpofe oi fcicnce, 
yet matter of fa< :r, accurately flated by a 
fenfible obferver, muff ever have its value. 
Befides-j when can we expert to fee the 
fpii it and qualities of a H.OWARD united, 
in one of our protcflion, with his fortune 
and leifure ? 

The fruit of all this refearch appeared in 
the year 1780, in an Appendix to the Siate 
of the Prifons in England and Wales ; con- 
taining a further account of foreign prifons 
and hofpitals, with additional remarks on 
the prifons of this country. It is a quarto 
volume of about two hundred pages, with 
fever al plates. The work begins with the 
foreign prifons and hofpitals, and Holland 
takes the lead, hnce a main objeel of the 
journey was a minute account of the excel- 
lent regulations of the houfes of correction 
in that country. Many ol the rules, die- 
taries, &r. a.e copied; and on quitting the 
country, Mr. Howard givestiis telthnony 
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to the large field of information on this fub- 
je6t that it affords, and fays, that he knows. 
not which mofl to admire, "the neatnefs 
and cleanlinefs appearing in the prifons, the 
induftry and regular conduft of the prifon- 
ers, or the humanity and attention of the 
magiftrates and governors." He takes lit- 
tle notice of the hofpitals for the fick in 
Holland, not approving their mode of keep- 
ing patients fo warm, and excluding the 
frefh air. At Berlin the regularity and 
ftricinefs of the police fhews the ruling 
fpirit of the great Frederic. A workhoufe 
Here is conducfed in the bed Dutch mode. 
Vienna affords little to commend in its 
prifons ; on the contrary, its horrid dun- 
geons feem the abode of the extreme!! hu- 
man mifery. Scarcely any thing in Mr. 
Howard's dcfcripiions is more touching 
than the following piclure: — "In one of 
the dark dungeons, clown twentv-four fteps, 
I thought I had found a perfon with the 
gaol-fever. He was loaded with heavy 
irons, and chained to the wall : anguifh and 
mifery appeared with tears clotted on his 
hcc. He was not capable of fpeaking to 
me ; but, on examining his breafl and teet 
ior petechias or fpots, and finding a flrong 
intermitting pulfe, I was convinced that he 
F was 
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was not ill of that diforder. A prifono in 
an oppofite cell told me, that the poor ci 
ture had defired him to call for affiflance, 
and he had done it, but was not heard."* 
The charities of this city, chiefly foun 
by the late emprefs Queen, aie much more 
pleafing fubjetts of defcription. 

Mr. Howard entered Italy with high 
expectations of improvement from its nu- 
merous charitable inftitutions and public ed- 
ifices; nor docs it appear that he was alto- 
gether difappointed, as this country affords 
him a pretty long and intcrcfling article. 
The governments in which a fpirit ot im- 
provement and attention to public objefts, 
feem moft to prevail, are thofe of Milan 
and Tufcauy. The hofpitals in Italy afford 
fome novelties and ufeiul hints; but there 
appears to be a great difference among them 

as 

1 This fcenc is the fubjeft of the frontifpicte to Air. 
( 's Ode to Mr. HoivarJ ; and it is better drawn in 
the following ftanza of that performance. 

Where in the dungeon's loathfomc fhadc 
The fpeechlcfs captive clanks his chain, 
With heartlcfs hope to raife that aid 
■ i-ble cries have call'd in vain ; 
't'hine eye his dumb complaint cxpl 
Thy voice his parting breath rcfr<>. 
Thy cares his ghaftly vifage clear 
1-rom death's chill dew, with many ;i clotl 
And tp hi. fttankfil 
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as to cleanlinefs and good management. 
Rome and Milan have well-conduced houfes 
of correction, of which plans and def-rip- 
tions aie given. In a room of the former is 
inlcribed a fentence, which fo admirably 
expreffed Mr. Howard's idea concerning 
the purpofe of civil policy relative to crim- 
inals, that he would, I believe, almoft 
have thought it worth while to have trav- 
elled thither for that alone. Parum est 

COtKCERE IMPROBOS POENA, NISI PRO- 
BOS EFtici as disciplina. It is doing 
Httlc to rtjlrain the bad by punijhment, un- 
it/} you render them good by difapline. 
The ga leys belonging to various ftates in 
Italy, and ufed for punifhment, may be ufe- 
fullv c mpared with our hulk . 

The we Rem fide of Germany offers fome 
good reg lations in its houfes of correction ; 
but in general, the police of this country is 
no objeti of imitation. The dungeons of 
Liege prefent pictures to the imagination, 
moie dreadful, if poffible, than thofe ot 
Vienna. " In defceuding deep below 
ground," fays Mr. HOWARD, " I heard 
the moans of the mifeiable wretches in the 
dark dungeons. The fides and roof were 
all ftone. In wet feafons, water from the 
fofTes geis into them, and has greatly damag- 
ed 



64 LIFE, TRAVELS, G'c 

ed the floors." " The dungeons in the 

new prifou are abodes oi mifery Itill more 
(hocking ; and confinement in them fo 
overpowers human nature, as fometimes ir- 
recoverable to take awav the fenfes. I heard 
the cries of the diftrafcled as I went down to 
them." Surely the Liegois cannot be blam- 
ed for endeavouring to place civil authority 
in different hinds from thofe who thus out- 
raged the feelings ot human nature ! 

The additional notices of France are dif- 
tinguifhed by an account ot the Baftille, 
extracled from a fcarce pamphlet, which 
Mr. Howard procured, not without haz- 
ard, and a tranflation of the whole of which 
he likewife printed. He had reafon to be- 
lieve, that this expofure to all Europe of 
the horrid fecrets of this " prifon-houfe," 
was a caufe thaf his after vifits to that coun- 
try were attended with no fmall danger to 
his liberty ; and it was once not imp.oba- 
ble that Mr. Howard mould have been in 
the number of thofe victims whom the de- 
molition of that fortrefs of defpotifm re.'lor- 
ed to light and freedom. What a triumph 
muff it have been to him, to have learned, 
that the frowning towers, which could not 
be approached or even gazed at, without 
offence, were levelled to the ground, as the 
^^.. firil 
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firft faciifice to the recovered rights of a 
generous nation ! It is remarkable, that 
France was of all countries that in which 
he found intelligence concerning theprifons 
and other government eitabiifhments, mod 
difficult to be obtained ; and this union of 
the fufpicious rigour ot the police with the 
exterior gaiety and frivolity of the national 
character, gave him no fmall difguft. It is 
to be prefumed, that the change in their 
constitution will foften this contraft nto a 
dehrable harmony between the principles 
of • he adminiflration and the manners of 
the people. 

Great Britain, being then at war with 
France, Spain and America, Mr. Howard 
could not be unmindful ot ihat ciafs of 
honourable prifoners to which he himfeif 
had once belonged. He very attentively 
vifited the EngHlh prifoners ol war con., 
ed in Calais and French Flandeis, noting 
down their complaints ana ail the particu- 
lars of their trea meat. He alio, a< I have ' 
been well >nformed, clothed at his ow,n cx- 
penfe, feveral who had been fhipwiecked 
on the French coait in the dreadful ftoirn 
ol Decembei 31, 17/8, and wei aort 

naked. He likewife e 1T- 

:; enhlting with 1 
r : F.ench, 



f, 
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French, who were endeavouring to feduce 
them; by which he greatly offended the 
peifons in office there, who could not im- 
agine that he acted in all this as a pri 
man, but were ftrongly perfuaded thai 
was a fecret agent or fpy of the Englifh 
overnraent. This natural fuppofition may 
erVe as fome apology for the fufpicion and 
ility with which he was constantly 
d in that country. 
On his return to England, with the true 
oi a citizen ot the world, he paid im- 
mediate viflts to the French, Spanifh, and 
American priloners of war in this count r ; 
i >■, did lie forget thole in Scotland and Ire- 
]... d. The refults of his obfervations, given 
\ .• i l 1 1 the molt perfect impartiality, fucceed 
(he account ot foreign prifonsand hofpitals; 
and it cannot be doubted thai they had ron- 
fiderable effecl in alleviating the unavoida- 
ble hardfhips of war. 

Mr. Howard acxtgives a brief account 
oi what he obferved wortb*tof notice in 
lis tours through Sco id Ireland. 

The lormer count] 1 by a 

different fyftem of muni from that 

of England, afford fome ufcful rei 
c oncu nin'j impi ifonmem tor debt, the form 
of adminiflering an oath, and the mode of 
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conducing executions. Ireland has not 
been at all behind-hand with the filler king- 
dom in palling ads for the liberal improve- 
ment of its prifons ; but there did not, at 
that time, appear an equal attention in mag- 
ifhates to put them in execution. Some 
remarks here introduced, concerning the 
praHice of recruiting the army out of the 
gaols, will be thought important by thofe, 
who with that the clafs of armed citizens 
fhould be refpectable, in proportion to its 
confequence. 

The next article relates to the Hulks on 
the Thames. Thefe, at their firft institution, 
had been extremely unhealthy, in confe- 
quence of faults which Mr. Howard 
pointed out in his former work. Their 
ftate was now much mended by means of 
parliamentary interference ; yet, on the 
whole, it was not a mode of imprifonrnent 
and employment which met with his appro- 
bation. Some further remarks on the gaol- 
lever fuccced ; which, in addition to the 
general caufes of want of frcfh air and clean- 
linel'% he attributes to fuch a fudden change 
ot diet and lodging as breaks the fpirits of 
convifts. This correfponds with the med- 
ical doctrine of the effecT; of debilitating 
. in producing fevers of the typhus 

kind ; 
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kind; yet it feems fuch a caufe as cannot 
well bt avoided. 

The remainder of the book is occupied 
i irelh fin vey of the prifons in England 
and Wales, in which futh changes as liad 
taken place fince his former publication are 
uoKi], with occaftonal obfervations, Tha 
reader will remark with pleafure, that in 
molt parts of the kingdom, various ufeiul 
alterations had been made fince the period 
in which Mr. Howard began his inqui- 
ries ; and the great fhare he had in occa- 
sioning them will be univerfally admitted. 

His conclufion expreffes fatislaelion with 
the iclult of his labours ; and mentions, 
that it had been his intention now to retire 
to the tranquil enjoyment ot that consc- 
ience Providence had bellowed on him, but 
thai the earneft peifuafions of thole who 
thought him a proper perfen to Superintend 
one of the great plans he had fo much rei - 
om mended, had induced him Hill to devote 
his time to the public. Concerning this 
matter, it is proper to enter into an explan- 
i. I (hall only fir It mention, th t, to, 
Appendix, there was printed 
m, in ottavo, ot thi 
Prifons, with which all this additional I 

An 
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An aft for eftablifliing penitentiary houfes, 
on which much labour and thought had 
been beftowed by men of great ability, pafT- 
ed in 1779. By this ac~t, three Tupervifors 
were appointed for the purpofe ot fuperin- 
tending the execution of the buildings. The 
whole kingdom would naturally turn its 
eyes on Mr. Howard, as the firft perfon 
whofe fervices mould be engaged on this 
occafion ; but it was not an eafy talk to ob- 
tain his acquiefcence. Among other objec- 
tions, his extreme delicacy, with refpefcl to 
pecuniary emolument, flood in his way ; 
and even the moderate falary annexed to 
this office, feemed to him fcarcely compati- 
ble with the abfolute difintereltednefs of 
conduct he had maintained, and was deter- 
mined to preferve, during the whole of his 
labours. At length, however, the folicita- 
tions of his friends, particularly of the late 
Sir W. Blackftone, the great promoter of 
the defign, together with a confeioufnefs of 
the fervice he might render the public in 
this Hation, overcame his reluctance. Hav- 
ing refolved to accept of no falaiy for him- 
fell, and having made the afiociation of his 
highly-refpefcted friend, Dr. Fothergill, a 
condition of his compliance, he, with the 

Doclor, and Mr. Whately, treafurer of the 

Foundling- 
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Foundling-hofpital, were nominated by hi* 
Majefly as the three fupervifors. The firll 
matter for their determination was, fixing 
on the fpot where the two penitentiary 
houfes for the metropolis fhould !>e ereftea. 
Various fituations were p opoied, and Mr. 
Howard paid due attention to all the 
plans, by vifiting the fpots, and maturely 
confidering all circumflances favourable 
and objectionable. The refult was, that his 
opinion and that of Dr. Fothcrgill coincid- 
ed in giving a preference to lllington. for 
reafons which he has Hated in his lafl pub- 
lication. Mr. Whately preferred the fitu- 
ation of limehoufe. By the death-bed ad- 
vice of Sir W. Blackflone, the two friends 
adhered to their opinion ; but the matter 
was made an affair of obftinate contention, 
and remained undecided during the year 
1760. At the end of it Dr. Fothergtll di- 
ed ; upon which event, Mr. Howard, 
fdrefeeing that the want of the fupport of 
fuch a colleague would render his future 
interference ufelefc, fent his resignation 
of the office of fupervifor in January 1 81, 
in a letter to Earl Bathurfl, which he has 
printed. 

Now that Mr. Howard had heed him- 
felf fiom the engagement, which feemed 10 
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be the only obflacle between him and that 
elegant retreat which for fo many years he 
haa inhabited, it might naturally be imagin- 
ed that he would fit down in repofe, for the 
remainder of his life, fatisfied with the un- 
paralleled and fuccefsful exertions he had 
made for the relief of the moll diflreiled 
portion of mankind ; and thenceforth em- 
ploy himfelf only in thole more confined 
deeds of beneficence which he had ever 
pra£tifed. But it was a leading feature in 
his character, not to be content with any 
thing fhort of the greateft perfection, which 
every object of his purfuit was capable of 
attaining — and this principle could fcarcely 
fail of applying itfelf to a fuhjecf. fo import- 
ant as that which had for fome years occu- 
pied his attention, — Though his refearches 
in thofe foreign countries which promifed 
moll information, might have been fuppof- 
ed to have exhaufted that fource of im- 
provement, yet, on furveying fo large a 
traftof Europe as yet unvifited, he could 
not be fatisfied to remain unacquainted with 
the ufchil farts relative to his purpofe, 
which might poffibly lie there concealed. 
And he was convinced, that every new vif- 
it, even to places already examined, would 
afford new inftrurtion. 

11 
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It was therefore no furprife to thofe who 
intimately knew him, to learn, that in the 
fummer of 1781 he was let out on a tour to 
the capitals of Denmark, Sweden, Ruffia, 
and Poland, with the further intentioi 
revifiting Holland and part of Germany. 
From this tour he returned towards the clofe 
pf the year. I have before rue a letter of 
his to a friend (the Rev. Mr. Smith of B 
ford, dated Mofeow, September 7, 1 
whence it appears, thai thefe parts of the 
world were lets fili table to his mode of li v ■ 
than the countries through which his 
former travels lay. "I thought (fav8 I 
\ 1 ould live where any man did live ; but this 
nortl ern journey, efpecially in Sweden, has 
pirn h< (I me : no fruit, no garden-ftuff, four 
bread, four milk : — ! ut in tins city I find 
ever) luxury, even pineapples and pot at 01 
] le m 'triers having de lined every honour 
thai was offered him at Petcrfburgh, even 
that of a foldier to attend him on his jour- 
nc\ ; and favs, that he will not leave Mof- 
cow, till he has mad* repeated vifits to the 
pri r oi s and hofpitals, lince the fi:il man in 
the kingdom had afTured him, that his pub- 
licati 11 would he t? an Hated into Ruffian. 

The year 1782 he was employed in an- 
other complete furvey of the prifohj 
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England, and another journey into Scot- 
land and Ireland. The Irifh Houfe of 
Commons having appointed a gaol-commit- 
tee, he reported to it the Hate of feveral of 
the prifons in Dublin. Other objefts in 
that Ifland alfo engaged his attention, of 
■which an account will be given hereafter. 
Spain and Portugal yet remained untouch- 
ed ground. Conlidering how much the 
fpirit of religious bigotry and civil defpou 
ifm has thrown thefe countries back in the 
progrefs of modern improvement, much in- 
ftru6Hon was not to be expecf ed irom them ; 
yet the very circuml'ancc of their difference 
from the reft of Europe made their fyftems 
of police an object of curiofity. He failed 
to Lifbon in February 1783, and proceed- 
ed thence by land into Spain, palling irom 
Badajos to Madrid, and through Valladolid, 
Burgos and Pamplona, to France. From 
this laft country he returned through Flan- 
ders and Holland to England. Travelling in 
Spain isafevere trial of patience tothofe who 
have been accuftomed to eafy conveyance 
and luxurious indulgencies ; but Mr. How- 
ard's wants were eafily fatisfied. " The 
Spaniards, (fays he, in a letter to the fame 
friend) are very fober, and very honed ; 
and if a traveller can live fparingly, and lie 
G on 
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on the floor, he may pafs tolerable \. 
through their country.' From Lifbon 
Madrid he could feldom get tHe luxury or 
milk with his tea ; but one morning (he 
tell.> Iiis friend) he robbed a kid of two cups 
of its mother's milk. He remained, how- 
ever, in perfect health and (pints'; and ic- 
ceived that mark of attention which he moll 
of all valued, a free accefs to the prifons of 
all the cities he vifited, by means of let 
to the magilliates from Count Campo- 
manes. 

After a fhort repofe on his return Iroin 
this tour, he made another journey in the 
fummer ol the fame year into Scotland and 
Ireland, and again vifited feveral oi 
Englifh prifons. 

His materials had now once more accu- 
mulated to fuch a maf*', as to demand com- 
munication to the public! During the lall 
three years his labours had been even gn 
er than in any former equal period ; vet it 
could not be expecled, that the matter abfo- 
Iutcly new whirh he had collected fhould 
be proportionally great. It was, I, owe 
enough to employ him very cloffly dui 
feveral months of the year 17M.4, in print 
jm appendix, and a new edition of U 
work, in which all the editions w< 

pi il 
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. 
prifed. The appendix contains all the mat- 
ter of that ot 1780, together with what had 
fmce accrued. Of the latter I now proceed 
to give fome account. 

Several new houfes of correction are de- 
fcribed under the head of Holland, the 
country which Mr. Howard ever found 
the moll fertile fource of inftruclion in this 
branch of police. The plan of the large 
new woik-houfe of Amfterdam mult be 
well worth ftudying, as affording hints for 
^he conftru&ion of penitentiary houfes. 
Germany has the addition of the prifons of 
Hanover and Bremen, a minute account 
of the great and well-regulated work-houfe 
at Hamburg, and fhort notices concerning 
Silefia. Of the northern kingdoms which 
he now firfl vifited, it may in general be 
obferved, that their models, as well with 
refpeft to police, as to mode oi living, have 
been Holland and Germany; but their pov- 
erty, and the rigour of their climate, have 
made them degenerate in their imitations. 
In particular, they are extremely deficient 
in cleanlinefs and induftry. The new arti- 
cles, therefore, of Denmark and Sweden, 
though valuable for the information they 
contain, yet afford little or nothing of in- 
ilruclion. The vaft empire of Ruflia, lately 

ejnerged 
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emerged irom obfeurity to take a command- 
ing ftation in the f'yllem of Europe, and gov- 
erned by uncontrolled power, at prefenl di- 
rected by a fpirit of magnificent improve- 
ment, could not but offer in its inflitntions. 
various things worthy of notice. Its police 
refpefting criminals, its prifons, hofpitals, 
and places of public education, are briefly 
mentioned by Mr. Howard ; but he has 
found little to propofe as an example ior 
other countries. The regulations of the 
great convent at Peteriburg, tor the educa- 
tion of female children of the nobility and 
commoners, are given in detail, and afford 
fome falutary rules for the prefervation of 
the health of young perfons, and for pro- 
moting habits of cleanhnefs and temperance. 
The plan and defcription of a magazine for 
medicinal herbs at Mofcow, will be a pleaf- 
ing novelty to moft readers. Mr. How- 
ard had been anticipated in his furvey of 
tiie prifons and hofpitals of the northern 
kingdoms, by that well-informed traveller, 
Mr. Coxe, who publifhtd a pamphlet on 
ihe fubjett in 1781, here referred to with 
commendation. The fhort head of Poland 
contains little but a teftimony lo the neglect- 
ed and wretched ffate of public inffitutions 
in that ill-governed country. All travel- 
lers 
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Icrs have concurred in fimilar reprefenta- 
tions of the whole fyftem of affairs, internal 
and external, in that unhappy feat of arifto- 
cratical tyranny ; fo that it may be prefum- 
ed, there does notexiftfo determined an en- 
emy of innovation as not to rejoice in the 
change of conftitution which has lately been 
effected there, by means of the filent and 
peaceable progrefs of light and reafon. 

There are various additional articles un- 
der Flanders, one of which relates to a great 
alteration for the worfe in the houfe of 
correction at Ghent. A once flourifhing 
manufactory carried on in the prifon was at 
an end 5 and the allowance of vi61uals to the 
prifoners was reduced in quantity and qual- 
ity. In the account of a very offenfive prif- 
on at Lille, Mr. Howard expreffes his 
grateful acknowledgments to Providence for 
his recovery from a fever caught there ot 
the Tick. 

The account of Portugal is almoft con- 
fined to the prifons and hofpitals of Lifbon ; 
the ftatc of which, upon the whole, does 
credit to the government. The employ- 
ment of about a thoufand vagrant and dc- 
ferted children in a manufactory, is one of 
die moll obfervable circumnaiices. 

G 2 Spain, 
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Spain, which has been longdiffinguifhcd 
for its charitable eflablifliments, affords like- 
wife in its criminal police, many things de- 
fending of attention ; though the fpirit ot 
rigour and feverity is perhaps too apparent, 
amidft much laudable order and exaefnefs. 
The houfe of correction at Madrid, called 
San Fernando, may vie with fomc of the 
bell regulated inflitutions of this nature ; 
and the Hofpicio, a kind of work-houfe, in 
which extenfive manufactories are carried 
on, is a good example ot the union oi em- 
ployment with confinement. The account 
of the charitable fociety of the Ilermandad 
del Refugio, who patrole the ftreets in the 
evening, for the purpofe of inviting defli- 
tute wanderers to a comfortable flipper and 
night's lodging, will excite pleating fen lo- 
tions in the breaflof every lover of humanity* 
The prifons of the inquifition, thofe objects 
of horror and debellation to ever) 1'rotcf- 
tant, and now, probably, to mo ft. Catholji s, 
excited great curiofityin Mr. Howard, of 
which, however, all his efforts could only 
piocure a partial gratification. Yet he has 
been able to communicate enough concei 
ing thofe ot Valladolid to form'.a (Iriking 
picture of terror. On the whole, the p 
dilecfion he had long entertained for 

.:iifh 
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Spanifh character, was not diminifhed by 
his vifit to the country ; nor does he feem 
to have thought his pains in extending his 
inquiries to it, ill beftowed. The addition- 
al notices in France, chiefly relate to the 
Paris hofpitals. It is needlefs to dwell on 
thefe, fince a very accurate description of 
them has fince been given in a capital work 
by M. Tenon. 

To the account of foreign prifons and 
hofpitals, fucceeds a frefh furvey of the prif- 
oners of war. 

The new journies to Scotland,' now ex- 
tended as far as Invernefs, afford little but 
cenfure for the neglect of the prifons in 
(hat country. Under Ireland are introdu- 
ced additional remarks on the faults and 
abufes ftill obfervable in the prifons there. 
Notwithstanding a very fpirited exertion of 
the legiflature to amend their ftate, by fram- 
ing good acts for their regulation. But, 
" (juid leges fine moribus, ike." The hor- 
rid effects of that cheap poifon, whifky, up- 
on the health and morals of the lower clan- 
es in that country, are noticed by Mr. 
Howard with much indignant difguft. A 
new object of attention occured to him in 
the two lalf vifits to Ireland. The Protef- 
tant Qharter Schools, a noble foundation, 

but 
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but which he found funk into wretched 
abufe, notwithilanding tlie patronage and 
Superintendence of the firil perfons in that 
kingdom. Erroneous accounts ol them pub- 
lifhed by a committee, and authorized by 
being annexed to a printed fermon o1 a pre 
late in their favour, were deteHed by Mr 
Howard on his vifits to fome ot them, 
and are expofed witli his ufual freedom. 

Further accounts of the Hulks follow. 
To the remarks on the. gaol-fever, Mr. 
Howard adds the information, that in 
1782 he did not find one perfon, in this king- 
dom affected with that difeafe ; but that in 
1783116 had the mortification to obferve fev- 
eral prifons, through original bad conllruc- 
tion and neglect, relapfing to their former 
ilate. So effenual is a plan of con font 
vigilance and infpection, to counteract the 
lamentable tendency to abufe in all public 
inititutions ! This principle 01 corruption 
and decav in every thing human is fo inccl- 
fanlly aclive, that, if not refilled by the 
timely efforts oi reformation, all the con- 
trivances of wifdom again ir natural and 
moral evils, would, like the dvkei ot Hol- 
land, perpetually lapped and worn bv the 
force of the elements, fall into irremediable 
ruin. 

The 
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The remainder of this volume is taken 
up with a review of all the Englifh prifons, 
together with particulars of all the altera- 
tions which they had undergone fince the 
laft publication. The reader will be grati- 
fied in finding, from the number of new 
prifons, and new buildings and convenien- 
ces added to the old, that the counties in 
general had by no means been deficient in 
liberal attention to this great objecl, fince 
it had been brought forward and aided by 
Mr. Howard's indefatigable exertions. 
At the conclufion, among the tables, is a 
fketch of general heads of regulations for 
penitentiary houfes, which will be highly 
ufeful in fuggefting a complete body of 
rules and orders for fuch eftablifhments, if 
ever they fhould again be thought of in this 
country. 

The printing of this copious appendix, 
together with a complete edition of his 
State of the Prifons, into which all the addi- 
tions were incorporated, making a large and 
clofely printed quarto volume, occupied 
much of Mr. Howard's time in the year 
1784. The remainder of that, and the great- 
er part of the next year, do not appear mark- 
ed with his public fervices. They were, I 
believe, chiefly employed in domeftic con- 
cerns,, 
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cerns, of which the choice of a proper place 
of education tor his fori, now 
manhood, was one that moll interened him. 
But the hahitudc of carrying on refearches 
into an objetl, which by long poffcHion had 
acquired deep root in his mind, together 
with a new idea, collaterally allied to it, 
which had ilruck him, at length impelled 
him once more to engage in the toils and 
perils of a foreign journey. 

He had obferved that, notwi I landing 
the regulations for preferring health in 
prifons and hofpitals, infe< ■ (cafes 

continued occafionally to arife and fpread 
in them : he had alfo in his travels remark- 
ed the great folicitude of feveral tradin 
tions to preferve thcmfelves from »!iat moft 
deftructivc of all contagious didempi 
plague; and, at the fame time, he I 

apprifed of the rude and negleclcd 1'. 
which the police of our own pountry 
refpeciing that ohjeft. Comb.rin^ 
ideas, he thought that a vifit td^all the prin- 
cipal lazarettos, and to countries frequent- 
ly attacked by the plague, might afford much 
information as to the means of preventing 
contagion in general, as well as par;icular 
inuruciion concerning eftabiiihments for 
the purpofe of guarding againlt pestilential 

infeftion. 
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infeflion. His intent, therefore, was noth- 
ing lefs, than to plunge into the mid ft of 
thofe dangers which by other men are lo- 
an xiou fly avoided ; to fearch out and con- 
front the great foe of human life, for the 
fake of recognizing his features, and difcov- 
ering the moil efficacious barriers againft 
his affaults, Who but mull be ftruck with 
admiration of the firmnefs of courage, and 
the ardour of benevolence, which could 
prom >t fuch a defign ! As a prooi of his 
own idea of the hazards he was to encoun- 
ter, it may be mentioned, that he refolvcd 
to travel fingle and unattended ; not think- 
ing it juftiliable to permit any of his fer- 
vants to partake of a danger to which they 
were not called by motives fimilar to his 
own. 

It was towards the end of 1785 that Mr. 
Howard fet out upon this tour, taking 
his way through Holland and Flanders, to 
the fouth of France. As from the jealoufy 
and difplcafure of the French government, 
he was not able to obtain permiflion to vif- 
i( the eflablifliments there, or even to gain 
affurance of perfonal fafety, he travelled 
through the country as anEnglilh phvfician, 
never took his meals in public, and entruftdd 
ecret onlv to the Proteftant miniilers. 

In 
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In a letter from Nice to the friend above- 
mentioned, dated January 30, 1786, he ac- 
quaints him with thefe circuniftances, and 
fays, that he was five days at Marfeillcs and 
four at Toulon ; and, as it was thought that 
he could not get out of France by land, he 
embarked in a Genoefe veffel, and was fev- 
eral days ftriving againft wind and tide. 
They who at prefent conduct the govern- 
ment of France, I am perfuaded, will blufh 
at the idea, that a Howard was obliged to 
conceal his name and purpofe while carry* 
ing on in their country inquiries which had 
no other aim than the good of mankind ! 

From Nice, Mr. Howard went to Genoa, 
Leghorn, and Naples, and to the iflands of 
Malta and Zante. He then failed to Smyr- 
na, and thence to Conftantinople. I have 
been favoured with a letter of his to Dr. l J ri< e 
from this metropolis, dated June 22, 17H6, 
fome extracts from which I lhall prefent to 
the reader. 

" After viewing the effecls of the earth- 
quake in Sicily, I arrived at Malta, where 
I repeatedly vifited the prifons, hofpirals, 
poor-houfes, and lazarettos, as I (laved 
weeks. From thence I went to Zante : as 
they are all Greeks, I wifhed to have fome 
general idea of their hofpita's and nrifons, 

before 
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before I went into Turkey. From thence, 
in a foreign fhip, I got a paifage to Smyrna. 
Here I boldly vifited the hofpitals and prif- 
ons ; but as fome accidents happened, a few 
dying of the plague, feveral fhrunk at me, 
I came thence about a fortnight ago. As I 
was in a miferable Turk's boat, I was lucky 
in a pafTagc of fix days and a half.- A fam- 
ily arrived jufl before me, had been between 
two and three months. 

" I am forry to fay fome die of the plague 
about us ; one is juft carried before my win- 
dow ; yet I vifit where none of my conduc- 
tors will accompany me. In fome hofpit- 
als, as in the lazaretto*, and yefterdav among 
the fick flaves, I have a conltant headache, 
but in about an hour after it always leaves 
me. Sir Robert Ainfiie is very kind ; but 
for the above and other reafons, I could not 
lodge in his houfe. I am at a phyficianV, 
and I keep fome of my vifits a feeret." 

He defigned to proceed from Conftanti- 
nople over land to Vienna ; but, having de. 
termined, upon reflettion, to obtain by pcr- 
fonal experience the fulled information of 
the mode of performing quarantine, he re- 
turned to Smyrna, where the" plague then 
was, lor the purpofe of going to Venice 
with a foul bill, that would necefTarily Cub* 
H je£l 
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jeft him to the utmoff rigour of the procefs. 
His voyage was tedious, and rendered haz- 
ardous by equinoclial llorms ; and in the 
courfe of it he incurred a danger of another 
kind, the (hip in which lie was a palfenger 
bring attacked by a Tunifian corfair, which, 
after a fmart fkirmifh, was beaten off by the 
execution done by a cannon loaded with 
fpike nails and bits ot iron, and pointed by 
Mr. Howard himfelf. It afterwards ap- 
peared to have been the intention of the 
captain to blow up his veffel, rather than 
fubmit to be taken into perpetual flavery. 
It was not till the clofe of 1786 that Mr. 
Howard left his difagreeable quarters in 
the lazaretto of Venice, in which his health 
and fpirhs fuffcred confiderably. Thence he 
went by Triefte to Vienna. In this capita! 
he had the honour of a private conference 
with the Emperor, which was conducted 
with the utmoft eafe and condefcenfion on 
the part of Jofeph II. and equal freedom on 
the part of the Englishman. A relation o{ 
this inltrucYive fcenc in his own words, will, 
I doubt not, be agreeable to the. reader : 
" The Emperor defired to fee me, and I had 
the honour of a private audience with him 
of above an hour and a half. He took me 
by the hand three times in convcrfation, 

and 
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and thanked me for the vifit. He after, 
wards told our Ambaffador, ' That his coun- 
tryman fpoke well for prifoners ; that he 
uled no flowers, which others ever do, and 
mean nothing.' But his greatefl favour to 
me was his immediate alterations for the 
relief of the prifoners."* That the late 
Emperor had an ardent zeal lor improve- 
ment of every kind,' and a ftrong defire of 
promoting the profperity of his fubjecls, 
will fcarcely be denied, even by thofe who 
arc the fevered ceniurers of the mode in 
which he conducted Ins plans, and his ex- 
treme mutability refpei-.ling them. He will 
alfo be honoured, for the readinefs with 
which he laid afide the etiquette ol his rank, 
on every occafion where it obstructed him 
in the acquifition of knowledge, or the ac- 
tivity of exertion. Mr. Howard return- 
ed through Germany and Holland, and ar- 
rived fa fa in England early in 17^7. 

It was during this tour, ana while he was 
in foli tude occupying a cell ol the Venice 
lazaretto, that he received horn Eng:a.id 
two pieces of intelligence, both ol which 
dillreffed and harraffed his mind, though the 
emotion thev excited mult apparently have 
been very different. One of ihefe related 

tf 
* Letter to Mr. Smith. 
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to the melancholy derangement of mind in- 
to which his fon had fallen, and which, af- 
ter various inftances of llrange and unac- 
countable behaviour, terminated at length 
in decided infanity. They who cannot be- 
lieve that the moil benevolent of mankind 
could.be a ftern and unnatural parent, will 
fympathize in the anguifh he mufl have felt 
on hearing (and in fuch a fituatioa too) of 
an event which blafted the deareft hopes of 
comioitand folace in his declining years. J, 
who have frequently heard him fpeak of this 
fon, with all -the pride and affection of the 
kind father of ait only child, cannot read 
without ftrong emotibns, the expreflions he 
ufes in writing to" his friend relative to 
this bitter calamity. When he concludes 
a long letter upon various topics, with the 
exclamation, " But, O ! my fon, my fon ;" 
I feem to perceive the efforts oi a manly 
mind, Itriving by the aid of its' internal re- 
fources to difpel a gloomy phantom, which 
was yet ever recurring to his imagination. 
But in this emergency, as in all others, the 
confolations of religion were bis chief ref- 



uge * 



The 



* To prove that Mr. Howard had kind and tender 

fceli»e» for domeftje aj well a* for public occafion», will I 

• hope. 
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The other caufe of uneafinefs by which 
his mind was agitated, will, to many, appear 
a very extraordinary one ; fince it arofe 
from a teltimony of efteem and veneration 
in his countrymen, which might be imagin- 
ed to afford balm for his wounded fpirit. 
During his abience, a fcheme had been fet 
on foot to houour him in a manner almofr. 
unprecedented in this age and country. 
Without attempting to -trace it to its origin, 
it may fuffice to fay, that, in a periodical 
work of extenfive circulation, the public 
were called upon to teftify their refpecl: for 
Mr. Howard by a fubfcription, for the 
purpofe of erecting a ftatue, or force other 
monument, to his honour. The authors of 
this fcheme, though, doubtlefs, actuated by 
a pure and laudable admiration of iliuftriou> 
virtue, yet muff, have been totally unac- 
quainted with Mr. Howard's difpofition ; 
oihcrwife they would never have thought 

of 

hope, by mod perfons be deemed a fuperfluous talk- 
For thole who require fuch proof, I copy the following 
pafiage from one of his letters to Mr. Smith. " My old 
feivants, John Prole, Thomas Thomafon, and Jofeph 
Crockford, have had a fad time. I hear they have been 
faithful, wife and prudent. Pleafe to thank them par- 
ticulariy in my name for their conduct. Two of them, 
I am perhiadcd, have acred out of regard to his excellent 
.mother, — who, I rejoice, is dead." 

H 2 
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of decorating a man, whofe characleriftic 
feature had always been a folicitude to Ihun 
all notice and diftin6iion, with one of the 
moil glaring and prominent marks ot public 
applaufe, which might put to the blulh 
modelty of a much lefs delicate texture than 
his. The Englilh national character (if na- 
tional character can be laid to belong to fo 
heterogeneous a people) is by nothing fo 
ftrongly marked, as by a coynefs and refcrve 
which fhrink from obfervaiion, and even, 
to thofe who are afting tor the public, 
render the gaze of the public eye painful. 
The love of glory, which is fo active a fen- 
timent to fume of our neighbours, operates 
feebly upon us : many do not rife to it, and 
fome go beyond it. That " humble Allen," 
whofe difpofttion it was to " do good by 
ftealth and bl.fh to find it fame," was a gen- 
uine Englifh philanthropic ; and fuck was 
Mr. Howard, rendered, perhaps, Hill 
moreaverfe to public praife, by a deep ienfe 
of religious humility. 

A fimilar want of acquaintance with Mr. 
Howard's defigns, caufed the propoiers 
of this plan to attribute to him an extrava- 
gance of philanthropy, which could not but 
appear ridiculous to thofe whofe judgment 
was not dazzled by the ardour of admiration. 
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It was aflerted, among real topics of ap- 
plaufe, that he was now gone abroad with 
the view of extirpating the plague irom 
Turkey ; an idea fcarcely fo rational, the 
character of that nation confulered, as would 
be that ot a million to convert the Grand 
Seignior to Chriftianity. Mr. Howard 
meant, undoubtedly, to do all the good 
which fhould lie within his compafs in that, 
as in all other countries which he vilited; 
but he never was fo romantic as to fuppofc 
that he could effect that, which would rnan- 
ifcilly require a total change in the religious 
and political fyftem of a great empire, ot 
all the leaii difpofed to change. 

The project of a ftatue, however, was ea- 
gerly adopted ; the fubfeription filled, and 
was adorned with the names ol minifters, 
nobles, and perlons of diitinftion ; and a 
committee was appointed to determine upon 
the bell mode ot fulfilling its purpofe. . The 
confidential friends of Mr. Howard were 
in a difagreeable dilemma ; for as, on the 
one hand, they could not but rejoice in the 
warmth of admiration which his country 
teftified for his character ; fo, on the other, 
they well knew that its manner of difplay 
could not fail to give him extreme pain, 
and if effected, probablv banilh him forever. 

On 
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On this account, they did not concur in 
the fcheme, and fome of them ventured 
publick'ly to throw out objections to it. 
Some of its warm promoters, in reply, talk- 
ed of forcing his modejly, and feemed de- 
termined at all events to put in execution 
their favourite defign. In the meanwhile, 
Mr. Howard was informed of this hon- 
ourable perfection that was preparing 
againft him at home ; and the fenfations this 
intelligence occafioned in his breaft are 
^hewn in the following expi effions contained 
in a letter to the intimate friend who has al- 
ready furnifhed me with various extracts. 
••Tohaftentotheotherverydiilrcfiingaffair: 
Oh, why could not my friends, who know 
how much I deteu fuch parade, have Hop- 
ped fuch a hafty meafure!— As a private 
man, with fome peculiarities, I wiuied to 
retire into obfeurity and filence. I. (Iced, 
my friend, I cannot bear the thought of be- 
ing thus dragged out. I immediately wrote, 
and hope fomething may be done to flop it. 
My beft friends mult difapprove it. It 
deranges and confounds all my fcheme 
m y exaltation is ray fall, my misfor- 
tune."* The fame fentiments on this bu- 

finefs 

* He mentions in the fame letter, as a proof how op- 
•ciite his wilhes were to monumental honours, that be- 
* fore 
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finefs are exprefled with equal ftrength in 
his letters to Dr. Price. Among other things 
he fays, " My trueft, intimate, and beft 
friends, have, I fee by the papers, been fo 
kind as not to fubfcribe to what you fo juft- 
ly term a hafty meafure. Indeed, indeed, 
rf nothing now can be done, I fpeak from 
my heart, never poor creature was more 
dragged out in public." 

That in all this there was no affectation, 
clearly appeared from the letter he fent to 
the fubfcribers ; in which, alter expreffing 
fcis gratitude, he difplayed fo determined a 
repugnance againft admitting of the propof- 
cd honour, deprecating it as the feverelt of 
punilhments, that nothing could be urged 
in reply, and the bufinefs was dropped. Of 
the uim fubferibed, amounting to upwards 
of 1500/. Mr. Howard refufed to direct 
the difpofal in any manner, and begged it 
might no longer be termed the Howardian 
fund. A part of it was reclaimed by the 
fubfcribers, but a confiderable fhare remain- 
ed in a Hock ; and, fince Mr. Howard's 

death, 

fore he fet out on this journey, he had given directions, 
that in cafe of his death, his funeral expenfes fhould not 
exceed ten pounds — that his tomb fhould be a plain flip of 
marble placed under that of his dear Henrietta in Car- 
^ington church, with this, inferiptioa : John Hi-ward 
died — aged — My hope is in Chrift. 
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death, it has been refolved to employ it in 
conferring thole honours on his memory 
which he would not accept while living. 
Tnis intern ion is in every refpecl llrictly 
prop r ; and, as the noble edjfice ot St. 
Paul's is at length deltined to receive na- 
tional monuments, no commencement can 
be more aufpicious, than with a name which 
will ever Hand fo dilhnguifhed among thofe. 
Qui fui memores alios fccerc merendo. 

To refume the narrative of Mr. How- 
ard's public life: — Atter his return in 1787, 
he took a fhort repofe, and then went over 
to Ireland, and vifrted moil of the county 
gaols and charter fchools, and came back 
by Scotland. In 1788 he renewed his vif- 
it to Ireland, and completed his furvey of 
its gaols, hospitals, and fchools. I fball lay 
before the reader part of a letter to Dr. Price, 
dated from Dublin, March 23, of this year. 
" My journey into this country was to make 
a report of the flate of the charter fchools, 
which charity has been long neglected and 
abufed ; as indeed moll public inftitutions 
are made private emoluments, one fhelter- 
ing himfelf under the name of a bifhop, 
another under that of a lord ; and for elec- 
tioneering interefl breaking down all bar- 
riers 



of JOHN HOWARD, esq. 95 

riers of honour and honefty. However, 
Parliament now feems determined to know 
how its grants have been employed. I have 
# fmce my vifits to thefe fchools in 1782, been 
endeavouring to excite the attention of Par- 
liament ; and fome circumuances being in ' 
my favour, a good Lord Lieutenant, a wor- 
thy Secretary (an old acquaintance) and 
the firft Secretary of State, the Provoft, a 
fteadv friend, I mult flill purfue ; fo I next 
week fet cut for Connaught and other re- 
mote parts of this kingdom, which indeed 
are more barbarous than Ruflia. By my fre- 
quontjournies mv ftrength is fomewhat abat- 
ed, but not my courage or zeal in the caufe 
I am engaged in." During thefe two years, 
he likewife repeated his examination of all 
the county gaols, moll of the Bridewells, 
and the infirmaries and hofpitals of England, 
and of the hulks on the Thames, at Portf- 
mcuth and Plymouth.* 

The 

k * It y.-a?, I believe, during bis abfence in fome of th* 
tours of this period, that an incident happened whic' 
reader, I hope, will think well worth relating. A very 
refpcclable-looking elderly gentleman on horfeback, with 
a lervant, ftopt at the inn r.eareft Mr. Httvard's hcufe 
at Cardington, and entered into eonverfation with the 
landlord concerning him. He obferved, that charac- 
terr tftetj ippeared very well at a diftance, which could 
not bear cicfe infpe&iou ; he had therefore come to Mr. 
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The great variety of matter collected in 
thefc journies was methodized and put to 
the prtfs in 1789. It compofcs a quarto 
volume, beautifully printed, and decorated 
•with a number of fine plates, which, as ufu- 
al, are prefented to the public j and fo ea- 
ger were the purchafers of books to par- 
take of the donation, that all the copies 
were almoft immediately bought up. The 
title is, An account of the principal Laza- 
rettos in Europe, with various papers rela- 
tive to the Plague ; together with further 
obfervations on fame foreign prifons and 
hofpitals ; with additional remarks on the 
prefent Jlate of thefe in Great Britain and 
Ireland. Of this work I mail proceed to 
give a brief analyfis. 

The 

Howard** reftderice" in order to fatisfy himfclf concern- 
ing him. The gentleman then, accompanied by the 
innkeeper, went to the howfe, and looked through it, 
with the offices and gardens, which he found in pcrfedt 
crder. He next inquired into Mr. Howard'* charac- 
ter as a landlord, which was juftly reprefeiitcd ; and 
feveral neat houfes which he had built for his tenant* 
were fhewn him. The gentleman returned to his inn, 
declaring himfelf now fatisfied with the truth of 
all he had heard about Heward. This refneiftable 
ftranger was no other than Lord Monboddo ; and Mr. 
Howard was much flattered with the vifit, and praifed 
his Lordfhip's good fenfc in taking iueh a method 
of coming at the truth, fince hr th»u^b: it worth 
kis troub.lc. 
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The firft fection relates to lazarettos, be- 
ginning with that of Marfeilles, in which 
city the horrid ravages of the plague, within 
the prcfcnt century, have left ftrong im- 
prefhons of dread of that deftroyer of man- 
kind. Thofe of Genoa, Leghorn, Malta, 
Zante, Venice, and Tiiefte follow ; the de- 
fcriptions of which are illufrrated by ex- 
cellent views and plans.* Of the lazaret- 
tos of Venice a very particular account is 
given, comprifing the mode of reception 
which he h.mfelf experienced, the regula- 
tions of every kind, reflecting officers and 
theii duty, vifitatioil of fhips, manner of 
performing quarantine, and the expurgation 
of goods of all clafles, &c. All thtfe ap- 
pear to have been devifed with much judg- 
ment and pmdence ; but Mr. Howard is 
obliged to give teltimony to various in- 
frances of abufe and neglect, which greatly 
impair the utility of this inititntion, as well 
as of many others in that once celebrated 
and potent republic. 

Sea. 

" In one of his letters, Mr. Howard mentions having 
met with a young Frenchman going to the academy 
at Rome, who for a few fcquins thankfully worked un- 
der his eye, fo that he can atteft the accuracy of hi<» 
draughts. Several of the plates were engraved in Hoi- 

I 
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Se°r. II. contains propofed regulations, 
and a new plan for a lazaretto ; follower! by 
obfervatioris on the importance of fuch an 
eflablifhmeut in England. In thefe arc in- 
troduced two letters on the fubjecT; to 
Mr. Howard; one, a long and argument, 
ative one from the Engiifh merchants re- 
fiding at Smyrna; the other, confirming 
their opinion, from thofe of Salonica. 
Thefe commercial papers appear worthy of 
the moll ferious attention ; and indeed it is 
wonderful that a nation which boafls of 
good fenfe and knowledge, fhould fo long 
have remained patient under a police re- 
fpecling this matter, which an Avers no ef- 
fectual purpofe of fecurity, bul feems only 
calculated to difcourage commerce, and pro- 
duce fees to perfons in office, by the moll 
barefaced impofition.* 

Sett. III. confifts of papers relative to 
the plague. They commence with a fet of 
anfvvcrs, by different medical pracli'ioners, 
to queries with which Mr. Howard was 
furnifhed by the late Dr. Jebb and myfdf. 
I muff obferve, however, that all the que r 

i ie> 

* Such is the negligence and abfurdity refpefling the 
regulations of the quarantine of perfons, that I hive 
been affurcd, a naval officer has bees called out of the 
Opera houfe, to go on board his Clip and perform hi; 
quarantine. 
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rics do not appear, fome of them having 
been mifapprehended, or imperfectly an- 
fwered, particularly fuch as related to the 
difcrimination or other levers of the typhus 
genus Irom the plague. Thefe replies will 
probablv be thought to add little to the 
ltock 01 knowledge we poflefled refpefling 
this difeafe ; yet it is of fome importance, 
that the leading fatts on which all modes 
of piefervation mull be founded, viz. that 
the plague is not known to arife fpontane- 
oufly any where, but is always to be traced 
to contagion ; and that thediftance to which 
its infection extends through the atmof- 
phere is very fmall, are eftabliflied in them 
by general agreement. The " Abftracl or 
a curative and prefervative Method to be 
obferved in Peftilential Contagions," com- 
munica'ed from the Office of Health in 
Venice to the court of Ruffia; and the 
"Abridged Relation of the Plague of Spala- 
toin Dalmatia, in 1784;" both extracted 
from the Italian originals by my felt, aie the 
other papers in this feci ion. In the la ter, 
the medical reader will be ftruck with the 
equivocal nature of the fymptoms*fuppofed 
to difcriminate this difeafe, and the very- 
gradual progrefs from fufpieion to certainty 
as to its prefence. 

Sea, 
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Seel. IV. relates to foreign prifonj and 
hofpitals. The employment of the galley. 
flaves in the arfenaJ of Toulon is th< 
obfervable qircumftanc,e relative to the fouth 
oi France. .Under Italy there is a pltafing 
account of the improvements at Florence, 
in confluence of the humane attention of 
the Grand Duke Leopold, the prefeni 
peror. This prince.befidesother in fiances of 
liberal favour to Mr. Hu ward's inquiries, 
caufed a copy of his new code oi laws to 
be prefented to him, of which, on his re- 
turn, Mr. Howard had a ;ranflation print- 
ed, and diftributed among the heads of the 
law and other perfons, in and out ot Par- 
liament. Of the Grand Duke Mr. How- 
ard never fpoke without the warmefl ex- 
preflions of gratitude and refpeft, calling 
him a glorious prince, and declaiing that 
nothing could exceed his attention to what- 
ever might promote the happinefs and prof- 
perity of his people. It is earneflly to be 
wifhed, that the fame regard to the princi- 
ples of juftice and humanity may accompa- 
ny him in the very elevated flation which is 
now affigned him by Providence. 

Malta, that celebrated feat of piracy, dig- 
iiified bv the fpirit of chivalry and devo- 
tion,, affords a new and curious article. Its 

| 
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great hofpital, which boafts of lodging the 
fick in a palace, and ferving them in plate, 
is here defcribed by one whofe penetrating 
eye could diftinguifh between parade and 
comfort ; and it undergoes fome fevere cen- 
fure. Mr. Howard vifited it before be 
delivered his letter of recommendation from 
Sir W. Hamilton to the Grand Mailer, as 
well as frequently afterwards. 

The Turkijh dominions, whence all light, 
liberty, and public fpirit, are moft effe6tual- 
ly excluded, could net be expected to yield 
inftrufrion in police to Europe. Yet debt- 
ors and felons are there confined in feparate 
prifons, a refinement to which this country 
is not yet entirely arrived. The hofpitals 
in the great commercial city of Smyrna 
fecm all to belong to the Franks, Greeks 
and Jews. Even at Conflantinople the 
Turks have few hofpitals, and thofe in a 
wretched ftate. The hofpitals for lunatics 
there, are, indeed, examples of admirable 
conihu&ion, but neglecled in their man- 
agement. Yet, amidil this difregard of the 
human fpecies, Mr. Howard found an 
afylum for cats. Such are the contradic- 
tions of man ! 

The inftitutions pf Vienna (hew that An- 
gular mixture of clemency and rigour, of 
I 2 eare 
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care and neglefcr, that might be expefled 
from the indecifive character of the fover- 

eign. The perpetual confinement of crim- 
inals in dark, damp dungeons, as a fnblli- 
tute for capital puniihmcnt, manifeftl, ap- 
pears to be as little an advantage on ilie fide 
of lenity, as it is on that of public utility. 
The much beaten ground of Holland flill 
afToids new obfervalions, particularly rc- 
fpecting the legal procefs for debt, in ufe 
there. 

Sect. V. relates to Scotland - r and what 
i-, new chiefly regards the charitable inlli- 
tutions of Edinburgh. As to the piiioru 
there, Mr. Howard wa» obliged to re- 
maik to the Lord Provoff, " tha the fplen-i 
did improvements carrying on in their places 
of entertainment, /beets, fquares, bridges. 
&c. feemed to occupy all the atten ion of 
the gentlemen in office, to the total n< 
of this effemial branch of the police." This 
weighty animadverfion defer ves ferrous no- 
tice, as a Itiong confirmation of thofc char- 
ges againft the pirit of luxury, which va- 
rious modern philufophers have., been fond 
of turning in*o ridicule. In fat, a fpirit 
which increafes perfonal warns and indi- 
gencies, and augments the diltan.e be 
the higher and lower orders oi focitty, can. 

not 
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jiot bm interfere with the duties, as well of 
chanty, as of juftice, which are owing to 
our rellow-creatures of every condition. 
The arts of luxury may promote knowledge, 
and this may fecondarily be employed with 
advantage on objects of general utili y ; but 
it is not likely that the fame perfoi s whofc 
minds are occupied with fchemes of fplen- 
dour and elegant amufement, mould beftow 
attention on the coarfe and difgufiing of- 
fices annexed to the care of the poor and 
miiCiable. 

Tue fubjeft of Sea. VI. is the Irilh 
prifons and hofpitals. Mr. Howard ob- 
served a very liberal and humane fpirit with 
refpctf to prifons, prevailing among the 
gentlemen of that country, difplayed in the 
erection of many new gaols, the plans of 
which, however, he could not approve. 
The evils occafioned by the ufe of fpirit- 
aous liquors, particularly apparent in Ire- 
land, draw from him much complaint and 
cenfure. It is a mocking confederation that 
the intereft of the revenue fhould, in this 
matter, be fuffered to prevail over the good 
of the nation ; and nothing can deferve fe- 
verer animadverfion, than the conduct: of 
thofc fervants of the public, the commif- 
iioners of excife, who prefume to grant li- 

cenfes 
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cenfes to tippling houfes in villages, con- 
trary to the declared wifh and opinion of 
gentlemen who refide on the fpot, and are 
witnefles of their fatal confequences to the 
health and morals of the neighbourhood. 
This is indeed, reverfing the order of civil 
government, and elevating fubaltern inter- 
eits to ruling principles. All the hofpitals 
in Dublin arc noticed by Mr. Howard, 
with remarks. He then proceeds to a fur- 
vey of all the county gaols and hofpitals in 
thekingdom. The county hofpitals are i n 
fact, national inititutions, maintained in great 
part by the county rates and king's letter, 
and therefore are not fo exactly liiperintend- 
ed as thofe in England, which depend upon 
private fubfeription for their fupport. The 
confequence of this is fhewn in the wretch- 
ed ftaie in which the greater part of them 
were found ; the abodes of filth, hunger, 
neglect, and every fpecies of abufc. Yet a 
fpirit of improvement was beginning to 
operate among them, to which this free 
ftatement of their defects would, doubtlefs, 
much contribute. 

Se6L VII. is devoted to an account of 
the Charter-fchools in Ireland. The public 
detection of mifre.pi dentations and abufes 
in this great national object had excited the 

attention 
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attention of feveral of the leading men ; and 
i\ir. Howard had been defired to lay his 
observations before the committee ot fit- 
teen in Dublin, who have the fuperintend- 
ence of them. He alfo made a report of 
their ftate before the Itifh Houfe of Com- 
mons ; and, having entered heartily into the 
fubje£t, he refolved to give it a thorough 
inveftigation. He therefore extended his 
vifits to the whole of them, in number thirty- 
eight, and ro the four provincial nurferies 
from which they aie fupplied. The refult 
of his obfcrvations is hue given, with free 
cenfures of defeats, and candid acknowledg- 
ments of improvement. He concludes the 
account with fome general remarks on he 
inftitution, and fome hints for rendering it 
more ufeful ; and, after exprefling a wifh, 
that the benefits of education were more 
generally extended over Ierland than they 
can be by thofe fchools, he difplays the en- 
larged liberality of his mind in the follow- 
ing fentence, which contains a maxim wor- 
thy of being written in letter-s of gold. " I 
hope I {hall not be thought, as a Proteffant 
diffenter, indifferent to the Proteftant caufe, 
when I exprefs mv wifh, that thefe diftinc- 
tions (between Catholic and Proteftant) were 
- regarded in beftowing the advantages 

of 
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of education ;. and that the increafe of Pror- 
ellantilm were chiefly trufted to the dif- 
fem nation of knowledge and found mor- 
als." 

This fe'-lion is concluded, with an exam- 
ple ftrikingly illustrative ol the cafe with 
which education mav he extended to the 
whole body of poor, afforded by the trull ces 
of the blue-coat-hofpital in Chellei, whofe 
report of their plan and its fuccefs is here 
copied : and alio, with the rules of the 
Quaker's-fchool at Aekworth,. excellently 
adapted to promote that decent and regular 
deportment in youth, which Mr. Howard 
fo much admired.. Ireland lias rcafon to 
think herfelf peculiarly indebted to him for 
his laborious inveffiga ions and free remarks 
on her public inftitutions. No country cer- 
tainly wanted- them mote ; and none, I be- 
lieve, is better difpofed to profit by them. 
She has not been ung ateful to her benefac- 
tor, (that was never her chara^tet) for in no 
country is the memory of Mr. Howard 
more revered. During his jourmes there, 
feveral of the principal towns prelented 
him with their freedom ; and the umverfity 
of Dublin, with g/eat liberality, confer cd 
on him the honourary degree of Doctor of 
Laws. Mr.. Howard's averfiun to all 

kinds 
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kinds of diftinftion, and the natural diflike 
of changing his ufual delignation at an ad- 
vanced age, prevented him f.-om publickly 
affirming this relpectable title. 

Se£t. VII'L relates to Englifli prifons and 
hofpitals. The prifons are all fpecified in 
the order of the former works, with fuch 
remarks as the alterations made in them, 
and other circumftances, fuggefted. Many 
of the deforiptions of hofpitals are new, 
particularly an account of all the hofpitals 
for the fick in the metropolis. It is proba- 
ble that few inflitutions of the kind in Eu- 
rope are better conducted than thefc ; \ et 
there are •defects, both general ar.d particu- 
lar, which Mr. Howard has briefly pointed 
out, and which claim the attention of th-ofe 
who are really interefted in the utilitN of 
thefe noble charities, and do not confider 
them merelv as fubfervicnt to private em- 
olument. In a note under ;he county goal 
in Souihwark, he mentions in flrong terms 
«f pity ana 1 indignation the (hte ot nit\ fel- 
ons, fentenced for traiifportation in the 
courfe of the preceding five years, a><d kept 
in the molt wretched condition till an op- 
portunity fhould offer of putting their [un- 
tencc in execution. This neceffary de- 
Jay of punifhment mult ever be a flrong 

objection 
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objection to the fcheme of diflant bauilli- 
ment, and gives a decided preference, both 
in juftice and policy, to the plan of peniten- 
tiary houfes, fo thoughtlefsJy abandoned for 
the Botany-bay fettlement. The injuftice, 
indeed, of the intermediate confinement, is 
JelTened by an aft of 24th Geo. Ill which 
directs, that all the time during which a 
convict fhall have continued in gaol under 
fentence of tranfportation, fhall be deducted 
out of the term of his tranfportation. Still, 
however, fuch confinement is a different, 
and, in thefe circumflances, a much woilc 
punifhment than that to which they aic 
fentenced. 

The county Bridewell at Reading occa- 
fiOns a note which defer ves particular atten- 
tion, Mr. Howard has been fuppofed 
the peculiar patron of folitary confinement, 
and his recommendation ha9 caufed it to lie 
adopted in various places, but 10 a degree 
bevond his intentions. He well knew, 
from manifold oMervation, that human na- 
ture could not endme, toi a long 'in r, 
finement in peifeci fblitude, \ ithout fink- 
ing under the burden. He had feen the 
moft defperate and refraflory in foreign 
countries tamed by it ; he therefore pi 
ed in our own prifons a temporal \ treatment 

of 
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of this kind, as the moft effectual, yet len- 
ient, mode of fubduing the ferocity of our 
criminals ; but he never thought of its be- 
ing made the fentence of offenders during 
the whole term ol their imprifonment ; fuch 
being not only extreme and fcarcely jufti- 
fiable feverity, but inconfiflent with the de- 
fign of reclaiming them to habits of induf- 
try by hard labour. He, indeed, univerfal- 
]y approved of no&urnal folitude, as afford- 
ing an opportunity for ferious reflection, 
and preventing thofe plans of mifchief, and 
mutual encouragements to villainy, which 
are certain to take place among criminals, 
when left to herd together without infpec- 
tion. 

The employment of convicls in building 
a new county gaol at Oxford, with their 
general good behaviour in it, affords an ex- 
ample of the poffibility and probable good 
effect of occupying them in ufeful labour 
at home. 

The fever wards of the Chefter infirma- 
ry are very properly noticed, as a fpirited 
inflance of extending relief to perfons fuf- 
fering under a dangerous and infectious dif- 
eafe, and, by proper regulations, rendering 
the contagion harmlefs to others. I am 
pcrfuaded, that the plague itfelf, thus man- 
K aged, 
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aged, might be prevented from communi- 
cating itfelf even to thofe under the fame 
roof with it. Mr. Ho ward was happy to 
find in this city a chara&er congenial with 
his own in the ardour of active benevolence, 
and diltinguifhed by various fuccefslul 
plans for the public good. To the medical 
reader, as well as to many others, it will be 
unnecefTary to mention the name of Dr. 
Haygarth. 

A particular account of all the hulks is 
given at the end of the Englifh gaols. 
The condition of thefe floating Bridewells 
was improved in feveral refpett s fmce Mr. 
Howard's former vifits ; but, if confidcr- 
ed in any other light than as temporary 
places of confinement till fome better plan 
is adopted, they are liable to many objec- 
tions, which are here ftatcd. 

Remarks on Penitentiary Houfcs follow. 
In thefe the writer ftates his ideas concern- 
ing their nature and object, gives the reafons 
which induced Dr. Fothergill and himfelf 
to fix on the fituation of Ifhngton, and re- 
lates his refignation of the office of Super- 
vifor, as formerly mentioned. The general 
heads of regulations propofed for fucli 
houfes in the lafl Appendix, are here re- 
printed j and a plate is added explanatory 

of 
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tof the plan of building he approves. If i* 
on every account to be lamented, that Mr. 
Howard fhould not have had the fatisfac- 
tion of feeing one of his favourite defigns, 
the fubjeft of his moft laborious refearch 
and rnatureft rcfle&ion, carried into execu- 
tion. The objection of expenfe was furely 
unworthy of a country like this, whole 
profperity and refources are fo magnificent- 
ly difplayed, when the provinces of Hol- 
land, petty ftates of Germany, and cantons 
of Switzerland, have not been afraid of in. 
curring it. Whether the preferred fcheme 
of colonizing with convicts at the Anti- 
podes, has the advantage of it in this re- 
ipe£r., the public are now pretty well able to 
determine. 

In the remarks on the gaol-fever, repeat- 
ed with a little variation from the laft pub- 
lication, we are informed, that fince 1782, 
when the prifons of this kingdom were en- 
tirely free from this difeafe, feveral fatal 
and alarming inftances of it had occurred. 
Its appearance and frequency will probably 
much depend upon the epidemic conftitu- 
tion of the year, as long as its occafional 
caufes continue to fubfift ; but that proper 
care and regulations in prifons might almoft 

entirely 
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entirely extirpate thefe caufes, there fecms 
no reafon to doubt. 

The conclufion exprcfTcs the vviiici's 
fatisfaflion in that humane and liberal fpir- 
it which has fo much alleviated the dilhcfs 
of prifoners ; but laments, that here its ex- 
ertions feem to flop, and that little or noth- 
ing is done towards that mofl important ob- 
ject, the reformation of offenders. From 
clofe obfervation lie is convinced, that the 
vice of drunkennefs is the root of all the 
diforders of our prifons, and that fomc ef- 
fectual means to eradicate it are neceffary, 
if we mean to preferve the health and 
amend the morals of prifoners. Mr. How- 
ard therefore fubjoins, as his final legacy 
towards the improvement ol this branch of 
police, the draught of a bill for the better 
jegulation of gaols, and the prevention of 
drunkennefs and rioting in them. Ol this, 
the leading claufes are framed for the pur- 
pofe of abfolutely prohibiting the entrance 
of any liquor into a gaol except milk, whey, 
buttermilk and water, unlefs in cafe of fick- 
nefsand medical prescription. lie was ful- 
ly fenfible that, in this free Jiving country, 
the denial of even fmall beer would be 
deemed a fpecies of crueltv ; and he doubt- 
ed not that it would go tar to lofe him, in 
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the popular eftimation, the title of the Prif- 
oiicr's F i unci: but as attaining a popularity 
ot that kind was hot his original object, fo 
he could bear to forfeit it, while confciqus 
of ftill purfuing the real good of thofe un- 
happy people. Being convinced from ex- 
perience, that there was no medium in this 
matter, and that if ilrong liquors were at all 
admitted into prifons, no bounds could be 
let to their ufe, he thought it right to deny 
an indulgence to a few, for the fake of the 
eflential advantage of the many. Debtors, 
then, while the fame place of confinement 
ferve for them and felons, muft be fubjeft- 
ed to the fame reffxaints. And, to take off 
the objection of the hardfhip this would im- 
pofe upon innocent debtors, it was greatly 
his wilh, that fuch alterations mould take 
place in our law for debt, that none but 
fraudulent debtors mould be liable to im- 
prifonment, who, he juftly obferves, are 
really criminals. He fuppofes that the gen- 
tlemen of the faculty will condemn the to- 
tal rejection of fermented liquors from the 
diet oi prifoners, under the notion of their 
being ufeful as amifeptics ; and I confefs I 
was one who pleaded with him on this fub- 
ject : but he anfwered me with arguments 
which he has here ftated, and they are wor. 
K 2 thy 
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thy of confideration. Alter all, manv will 
fuppofe, that in his feelings, both with re- 
fpe£f. to thefe privations, and to his propofed 
mdulgencies oi tea, and other vegetable ar- 
ticles, he was in feme meafure under the in- 
fluence of his own peculiar habits of life; 
fo natural is it for our judgment of particu- 
lars to be warped, when oar general princi- 
ples remain fixed and unaltered. The 
draught of a bill will, I prefume, appear in 
mofr. refpecls excellent ; and the great pur- 
pofe of preferving fobriety in gaols, cannot, 
furely, be too much infifledon. 

Mr. Howard's leading ideas on this 
fubjccl were formed fome years before. In 
May 1787, the Lord Chancellor, in an ex- 
cellent fpeech on a propofed infolvent bill, 
after difcuiling the point of imprifonment 
for debt, and the nature of fuch bills, pro- 
ceeded to fome confederations refpectinff 
the management and discipline of our prif- 
ons. He fa'd, " he had lately had the hon- 
our of a converfation upon the fubjeel, with 
a gentleman who was, of all others, the 
beft qualified to treat of it — he meant, Mr. 
Howard, whofe, humanity, great as it wa«, 
was at leaft equalled by his wifdom ; tor a 
more judicious, or a more fenfible reafoner 
uDon the topic, he never had tonverfed 
v With. 
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with. His own ideas had been turned to 
folitary imprifonment and a Uriel regimen, 
as a punifhment for debt ; and that notion had 
cxadlv correfponded with Mr. Howard's, 
who had agreed with him, that the great 
object ought to be, when it became necefTa- 
ry to feclude a man i'rom fbciety, and im- 
prifon him for debt, to take care that he 
came out of prifon no worfe a man in point 
of health and morals than he went in." His 
■Lordfhip afterwards recited a llory which 
Mr. Howard had told him, in proof of 
the corruption and licentioufnefs ofourprif- 
ons. A Quaker, he faid, called upon him 
to go with" him and witnefs a fcene which, 
if he were to go finely, would, he feared, be 
too much for his feelings : it was to vifit a 
friend in diflrefs — a pcrfon who had lately 
gone into the King's-bench prifon. When 
they arrived, they found the man half 
drunk, playing at fives. Though greatly 
mocked at the circumftance, they afked him 
to go with them to the coffee-room, and 
take a glafs of wine. He rei-.ed, faying 
he had drank fo much punch, that he could 
;ink wine — however, he would call 
upon them before they went away. Mr. 
Howard and his friend returned, with 
feelings very different from thofe with which 

they 
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they entered the place, but not lefs painful. 

The volume concludes with feveral curi- 
ous and valuable tables, which will proba- 
bly be ul'ed for reference at future diflant 
periods. The enumeration of all the piif- 
oners in England at his vifits in 1787 and 
1788, fhews an alarming inoreafc, though in 
fome meafure to be accounted for, from a 
long fufpenfion of the ufual tranfportation. 
They amount to feven thoufand four hun- 
dred and eighty-two. 

Mr. Howard remained but a fhort time 
at home after the printing of this work. In 
the conclufion of it he had declared his in- 
tention " again to quit his native country, 
for the purpofc of revifiting Ruflia, Turkey, 
and fome other countries, and extending 
his tour in the ea/l." The reafoji he has 
affigned for this determination, is" a ferious 
de' berate conviction that he was jiurfuing 
the path of his duty;" and it cannot be 
doubted, that this confideration was now, as 
it ever h; L been, his leading principle of 
action. But if it be afked, what was his" 
more peculiar object in this new journey, 
no deceive anfwer, I believe, can be given 
by thofe who enjoyed the molt ol his confi- 
dence. I had various converfaj 
him on the fubjcPt ; and I found 1 ■■ 

W'ilh 
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wifh to have obje&s of inquiry pointed out 
to him by others, than anv fpecific views 
prefent to his own mind. As, indeed, his 
purpofe was to explore regions entirely new 
to him, and of which the police refpe&ing 
his former objects was very imperteftly 
known to Europe (for the Turkifh domin- 
ions in Alia, Egypt, and the Barbary coalt, 
were in his plan ol travels) he could not 
doubt that important fubjefts for obferva- 
tion would offer themfelves unfought. 
With refpect 10 that part of his tour in 
which he was to go over ground he had al- 
ready trodden, 1 conceive that he expecled 
to do good in that cenforial character, which 
his repeated publications known and attend- 
ed to all over Europe, gave him a right to 
aflumc; and which he had before exercif- 
ed to the great relief of the miferable in 
various countries. If to thefe motives be 
added the long-iormed habitude of purfuing 
a certain track of inquiry, and an inquie- 
tude of mind proceeding iromdomeflic mif- 
fortunc, no caufe will be left to wonder at 
fo fpeedy a renewal of his toils and dangers. 
He had refolved to go this journey too, 
without an attendant ; and it was not till af- 
ter the moft urgent and affectionate entreat- 
ies, that his fervant obtained permiflion to 

accompany 
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accompany him. Before he fet out, he and 
his very intimate and highly-refpe£kd 
friend, Dr. Price, took a mo(t affectionate 
and pathetic leave of each other. From 
the age and infirmities of the one, and the 
hazards the other was going to encoumci, 
it was the foreboding of each of them that 
they fhould never meet again in this world; 
and their farewell correfponded with the fo- 
lemnity of fuch an occafion. The reader's 
mind will paufe upon the parting embrace 
of two fuch men; and revere the mixture 
of cordial affeclion, tender regret, philofoph- 
ic firmnefs, and Chriif ian refignation, which 
their minds mud have difplayed. 

It was in the beginning of July 1789, 
that he arrived in Holland. Thence he 
proceeded through the north of Germany, 
PrurTia, Courland, and Livonia, to St. Pe- 
terfburgh. From this capital he went to 
Mofcow. Some extracts f a letter to Dr. 
Price dated from this city, September 22, 
1789, will, I doubt not, be ace piable, at 
one of the latcii records of his career ot 
benevolence. 

" When I left England, I firft flopped at 
Amfterdam, and proceeded to Ofnabilrgh, 
Hanover, Brunfwick and Berlin; then to 
Konigfberg, Riga and Peterfburg ; at ;ill 

which 
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ivhich places I vifited the prifons and hof- 
pitals, which were all flung open to me, 
and in fome, the burgomafters accompanied 
me into the dungeons, as well as into the 
other rooms of confinement. I arrived a 
few days ago in this city, and have begun 
my rounds. The hofpitals are in a fad 
ftate. Upwards of feventy thoufand failors 
and recruits died in them laft year. I la- 
bour to convey the torch of philanthropy 
into thefe diftant regions. I am quite well — - 
the weather clear — r the mornings frefh — 
thermometer 48, but fires not yet begun, I 
wifh for a mild winter, and then (hall make 
fome progrefs in my European expedition. 
' My medical acquaintance give me but litr 
tie hope of efcaping the plague in Turkey. 
I do not look back, but would readily en- 
dure any hardfhips, and encounter any dan- 
gers, to be an honour to my ChrifHan pro- 
feflion." 

From Mofcow he took his courfe to the 
very extremity of European Rudia, extend- 
ed as it now is to the fhores of the Black Sea, 
where long dreary trafts of defert are ter- 
minated by fome of thofe new eftablifh- 
ments, which have coil fuch immenfe pro- 
fufion of blood and treafure to two vaft em- 
pires, now become neighbours and perpetual 

foes. 
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foes. Here, at the distance of 1,500 miles 
from his native land, he fell a victim to dif- 
eafe, the ravages of which, among unpitied 
multitudes, he was exerting every effort to 
reftrain. Finis vita nobis lucluouj'us, cwucis 
trijlis, extraneis etiam ignolifque non jmc 
cur a ! 

From the faithful and intelligent fcrvant 
who accompanied him (Mr. Thomas Thoma- 
fon) I have been favoured with an account 
of various particulars relative to his lafl ill- 
nefs, which I thai! give to the reader in the 
form in which I d it. 

" The winter being far advanced on the 
taking of Bender, the commander of the 
Ruffian army at that place gave pcrmiffion 
to many of the officers to vifit their friends 
at Cherfon, as the feverity of the feafon 
would not admit of a continuance of hostil- 
ities againft the Turks. Cherfon, in con- 
fccjucnce, became much crowded ; and the 
inhabitants teftified their joy for the fuccefs 
of the Ruffians by balls and mafquei 
Several of the officers, of the inhabitants ol 
Cherfon, and of the gentry in the neigh- 
bourhood, who attended thefe balls, 
almoft immediately' afterwards attacked with 
fevers; and it was Mr. Howard's 
that the infection had been brought by the 

officers 
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officers from Bender. Amongft the number 
who caught this contagion was a young lady 
who refided about Gxteen miles horn Cher- 
fon. When (he had been ill fome little 
time, Mr. Howard was earneflly requeu- 
ed to vifit her. He faw her firft on Sunday, 
December 27. He vifited her again in the 
middle of the week, and a third time on the 
Sunday following, January 3. On that day 
lie found her fwe'ating very profufely ; and, 
being unwilling to check this by uncover- 
ing her arm, he palled his under the bed- 
clothes to feel her pulfe. While he was 
doing this, the effluvia from her body were 
very offenfive to him, and it was always his 
own opinion that he then caught the fever. 
She died on the following day. Mr. How - 
a;>. d was much affected by her death, as he 
had flattered himfelf with hopes of her 
amendment. From January 3d to the 8th 
he fcarcely went out ;* but on that day he 
went to dine with Admiral MontgwinofF, 
who lived about a mile and a half from his 
lodgings. He flaid later than ufual ; and 
when he returned, found himfelf unwell, and- 
thought he had fomething of the gout flv- 
L incr 

* There fecms feme miftake here, as there is a full re- 
port in his memorandums, of a viiit to the hofpitals in 
Chcrfon, dated January 6. 
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mg about him. He immediately took fome 
Sal Volatile in a little tea, and thought him- 
felf better till three or tour on Saturday 
morning, when feeling not fo well, he re- 
peated the Sal Volatile. He got up in the 
morning and walked out ; but, finding 
himfeli woife, loon returned and took an 
emetic. On the following night he had a 
violent attack of fever, when he had re- 
courfe to his favourite remedy, James' pow- 
der, which he regularly took every two or 
four hours till Sunday the 17th. For 
though Prince Potemkin fent his own phy- 
fician to him, immediately on being ac- 
quainted with his illnefs, yet Ins own pre- 
fcriptions were never interfered with dur- 
ing this time. On the 12th he had a kind 
of fit, in which he fuddenly fell down, his 
face became black, his brealhing difficult, 
and he remained infenfible for half an hour. 
On the 17th he had another fimilar fit. On 
the 18th he was fei/.ed with hiccupping, 
which continued on the next day, when he 
took fome mufk draughts by direction ol the 
phyfician. About feven o'clock on Wed- 
nesday morning, the 20th of January, he 
had another fit, and died in about an hour 
after. He was perfectly fenfible during his 
illnefs, except in the fits, till within a very 
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few hours of his death. This event he all 
along expefted to take place ; and he olten 
faid, that he had no other wifh for life than 
as it gave him the means of relieving his 
fellow-creatures. 

During his illnefs he received a letter 
from a friend, who mentioned having lately 
feen his Ton at Leicefter, and ex pre fled his 
hopes that Mr. Howard would find him 
better on his return to England. When 
this account was read to him, it affecled him 
much. His expreflions of pleafure were 
particularly ftrong, and he often defired his 
lervant, it ever by the blefling of God his 
fon was reftored, to tell him how much he 
prayed for his happinefs. He made a will* 
en the Thurfday before he died ; and was 
buried, at his own requeft, at the villa of 
M. Dauphine, about eight miles from Cher- 
fon, where a monument is erected over his 
grave. He made the obfervation that he 
fhould here be at the fame diftance from 
Heaven, as if brought back to England. 
While in Cherfon, he faw the accounts of 
the demolition of the BafiilV, which feemed 
to afford him a very particular pleafure; 
and he thought it pofhble, the account he 

had 

* This mull probably have been only fome directions 
to his executors, as hi* will is dated in 1787. 
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had himfelf publifhed of it, might have con- 
tributed to this event." 

On this relation, the general cxa6tnefs of 
which may, I doubt not, be fully relied on, 
I lhall only make a medical remark or two. 
Notwithstanding Mr. Ho ward's convic- 
tion of having caught the contagion from 
the young lady, I think the dillance oi time 
between his ia/t vifit to her and his own 
feizure, makes the fa 61 dubious. Contagion 
thus fenfibly received, ufually, I believe, 
operates in a lefs period than five days.* 
Perhaps his vifit to the hofpitals on the 6th, 
of his late return from the admiral's on the 
8thj in a cold feafon and unwholefome cli- 
mate, will better account for it. The na- 
ture of his complaint is not very clear, for it 
is very uncommon for the femes to remain 
entire till the Jaft, in a fever of the low or 
putrid kind ; nor are fits, refemblinge] 
tic attacks, among the ufual fympipew ot 
fuch a difeafe. That a wandering 
might make part of his indifpofuion, is not 
very improbable, as it was a di ("order to which 
he was conJlitutionally liable, though his 
mode of living prevented any fevere parox- 

yfmi 

* According to Dr. Lind, its effeflj, fhivering and 
ficknefs, are inftantsneous. See Dilfsrt. on fevm and 
ix&t&ion. Chap. ii. fed*. I. 
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yfms of it. At any rate, his difeafe was 
certainly attended with debility of the vital 
powers, and therefore the long and frequent 
ufe of James' powders muff have been preju- 
dicial. And I think it highly probable, that 
Mr. Howard's name may be added to the 
numerous lift of thofe, whofe lives have 
been facrificed to the empirical ufe of a 
medicine ot great activity, and therefore ca- 
pable ot doing much harm as well as good. 
It was Mr. Howard's written requeft, 
*hat his papers fhould be corrected and fitted 
for publication by Dr. Price and myfelf. 
The declining flate of health of Dr. Price,* 

has 

* Whilft I am engaged in this work, Dr. Price has 
followed his friend to the grave. A character fo illuf- 
tricus will, doubtlefs, have ail jufticc done it by forne 
pen qualified to difplay its variouj merits. May I be 
permitted, however, to take this occafion of mingling my 
regrets with thofe of his other friends and admirers, and 
offering a fmall tribute to the memory of one of the mofu 
excellent of men ! Though during life the advanced fti> 
tion he occupied in political controverfy rendered hh 
same as obnoxious to fonie, as it was cherifhed and rever- 
ed by others, yet now he is gone to that place where all 
'vor'dly differences aie at an end, it may be hoped, that 
the liberal of all denominations will concur, in reflect- 
ing a long courfe of years fpent in the unremitted ap- 
in of eminent abilities and acquirements, to the 
promotion of what he regarded as the greateft good of 
"v-creaturcs. A character in which were com- 
bined fimplkity of heart, with dep^i cf underftanding,— 

ardent 
L2 
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has earned the bufmefs to devolve folely on 
me, and I have executed it to the beft or my 
power. Little was rcquifite to be done to 
thegreatelt part, which he had himfelf copi- 
ed out fair. The relt was wiih fome diffi- 
culty to be compiled out ot detached and 
broken memorandums ; but in thefe his own 
words are as much as po/fible preferved. 
Of this fupplement I mail give a general ac- 
count, as I have done of the former parts of 
his woiks. 

The order and regularity of Holland flill 
afford ufeful defciiptions, and fome oi the 
abufes which even there had crept in, fecm 
to have been corrected fince Mr. How- 
ard's vifits. The friend to humanity has 
yet, however, to lament the continued ufe of 
the torture there, to force confeffion. The 
fta!e of the prifons in Ofhaburgh, Hanover, 
and Brunf-vick, is again dwelt upon with 
fome minutenefs, obvioufly becaufc the 
writer thought there was fome probability 
of his attracting, in a more peculiar manner, 

the 

ardent love of truth, with true Chmlian charity and 
humility; — high zeal for the public intercfts, with per- 
fect freedom from all private views; cannot be ulti- 
mately injured by the petulance of wit, or the invt&ive* 
of eloquence. Dr. Price's reputation as a moralift,phi- 
lofopher, and politician, may fafely be committed f im- 
partial posterity. 
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the notice of thofe who have the power of 
remedying their defefts. Who will not 
lympathize with him in the difappointment 
he expreffes in this inftance, and bewail the 
ftrange fatality by which the utmofl barbar- 
ity of the torture is retained in the domin- 
ions of a mild and enlightened fovereign, 
whofe interpofitions could not but be effica- 
cious in fupprefling it ! 

At Berlin and Spandau the inflitutions 
appear to preferve the good order in which 
they were left by the great Frederic. Ko- 
nigfberg feems to (hew the neglect incident 
to plates diftant from the feat of govern- 
ment. In a note under this place, Mr. 
Howard makes an acknowledgment of 
the attention with which his remarks have 
been honoured in various foreign countries, 
and propeily adduces it as a reafon for his 
adoption of that cenforial manner of noting 
abnfes, which, in his later journies, he has 
not fcrupled freely to employ. 

At St. Peterfburgh he had the pleafure to 
obferve feveral improvements in the hofpit- 
als, probably in great part owing to his own 
fuggeftions. Under Cronftadt he finds oc- 
caTiort, however, to animadvert upon an al- 
teration in the plan of diet, generally adopt- 
ed throughout the marine and military hof- 

pitah 
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pitals of Ruflia, which, in his opinion, ii 
highly prejudicial. This alteration conlills 
in changing milk, and various other articles, 
conilituting the ufual liquid and middle diet 
or the Tick, for the Wronger and lefs digeili- 
hle food of men in health. The prifons at 
Mofcow feem greatly neglcftcd by thole 
whofe office it is to fuperintend them; hut 
the charity diljplayed by individuals towards 
the poor wretches confined in them, gave 
Mr. Howard a favourable idea ot the hu- 
mane difpofitiori of the nation, confirmed 
by what he law of their manners in his trav- 
els. 

He now haftened io thofe fcenes, where 
a deftruttive war, co-operating with an un- 
wholcfome climate, produced fuch evils, 
aggravated by negleft and inhumanity, that 
they gave him no other occupation than to 
lament and complain. Atter all the allow- 
ances that candour demands, for inevitable 
wants and hardfhips in the diftant polls of a 
newly pofleffed country, and during the 
[height of widely extended military opera- 
tions, the Ruffian commanders cannot be 
vindicated from an inattention to the lives 
and comforts of their foldiers, greater, as 
Mi". Howard obferves, than he had feen 
in any other country, ignorance, abufc, 

mifmanagemen: 
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Tnifmanagement and deficiency, feem at their 
very fummit in the military hofpitals of 
Cherfon, Witowka, and St. Nicholas. The 
lively pictures he has drawn of the diftreffes 
he here witnefled, and his pathetic defcrip- 
tion of the fufferings of the poor recruits, 
marched from their diftant homes to thefe 
melancholy regions, muft awaken in every 
feeling breafta warm indignation againftthe 
fchemes of ambitious defpotifm, however 
varnifhed over with the colouring of glory, 
or even oi national utility. No leffon ought 
to be more forcibly impreffed on mankind, 
than, that uncontrolled power in one or lew, 
notwithstanding it may occafionally be ex- 
ercifed in fplendid and even beneficent de- 
signs, is on the whole abfolutely inconfiftent 
with the happinefs of a people.* The em- 
prefs of Rullia's unjufl feizure of Leffer and 
Crim'Tartary, has been the caufe oi mife- 
ries not to be calculated, to her own fubjects 
and thofe of Turkey, and has endangered 
the tranquillity of all Europe. 

I fhall conclude this review of the works 
and public fervices of Mr. Howard with 
brief annals of his more than Herculean 

labours, 

• Scilicet ut Turno contingat regia conjunx 
Nos, animae viles, inhumata infletaque turba, 
Sternamur campis. JEn- xi. 
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labours, during the laft feventcen years of hii 

life. 

1773. High-fherifFof Bedfordshire. Vificed 

many county and town gaols, 
j 774. Completed his furvey of Englilh 

gaols. Stood candidate to repreiem 

the town of Bedford. 
177,5. Travelledto Scotland, Ireland, France, 

Holland, Flanders and Germany. 

1776. Repeated his vifit to the above coun- 
tries, and to Switzerland. During 
thefe two years revifited all the Englilh 
gaols. 

1777. Printed his ftate of prifons. 

1778. Travelled through Holland, Flanders, 
Germany, Italy, Switzerland, and 
part of France. 

1779. Revised all ihe counties of England 
and Wales, and travelled into Scot- 
land and Ireland. Aded as Supervi- 
for of the Penitentiary Houfes. 

1780. Printed his firft appendix. 

1781. Travelled into Denmark, Sweden, 
Rufha, Poland, Germany, and Hol- 
land. 

1782. Again furveyed all the Englifh prif- 
ons, and went into Scotland and Ire- 
land. 

1783. Vilitcd Portugal, Spain, France, 

F lander* 
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Flanders and Holland: alfo, Scotland 

and Iieland; and viewed feveral Eng- 

lifh prifons. 

1784. Printed the fecond appendix, and a 

new edition oi his whole works 

C From the clofe of the firfl of thefe 

~ years, to the beginning of the 

* «£" i ^' on ^ s tour l hrough Hol- 

, 7° 5 ' \ land, France, Italy, Malta, Tur- 

l kev and German)'. Afterwards 

L went to Scotland and Ireland. 

1788. Revifited Ireland; and during this 

and the former year, travelled overall 

England. 
2789. Printed his work on Lazarettos, 8cc. 

Travelled til rough Holland, Germany, 

Pruffia, and Livonia, to Rtifiia and 

lefler Tartary. 
1700. January 20. Died at Cherfon. 

Having thus traced the footfteps of this 
,great philanthropic from the cradle to the 
grave, and followed them with clofe infpec- 
tion in that part of his courfe which com- 
prehends his more public life, it only re- 
mains, to affemble thofe features of charac- 
ter which have been difplayed in his anions, 
and to form them in conjunction with fuch 
ibinuter ftrokes as fiudious obfervation may 

have 
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have enabled me to draw, into a faithlul 
portraiture of the man. 

The firfl thing that ftruck an obfervcr or» 
acquaintance with Mr. Ho WAR n, ' 
flamp of extraordinary vigour and energy 
on all his movements and expicffions. An 
eye lively and penetrating, llrongand prom- 
inent features, quick gait, and animated ges- 
tures, gave promife of ardour in forming, 
and vivacity in executing his defigns.* At 
no time of his life, I believe was he without 
fome objeftof warm purfuit; and in every 
thing he purfued, he was indefatigable in 
aiming at perfection. Give him a hint of 
any thing lie had left fhort, or any new ac- 
quifuion to be made, and while you might 

fuppofe 

* Mr. Ho-ward had fd much contempt for worldly hon- 
ours that he would never fit to any painter whatever, 
and this has given rife to an opinion that there is no 
correct likenels of him. In this refped, however, the 
public feem to be under a miftake. An ingenious and 
refpectable artift, Mr. T. Holloway, whofe talents are 
juftly admired, had often an opportunity of being in com- 
pany with Mr. Howard in a public place, where a flcetch 
of his features might be ftolen. The temptation i 
great to be refilled. An accurate fketch was made, and 
an engraving, executed from it. 

The American Editor can affure th« public, t' 
original fketch alluded to above, is now in thf pofieflioti 
ef Mr. Caleb Lownes, cf Philadelphia. 
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fuppofc he was deliberating about it, you 
were furprifed with finding it was done. Not 
Ciia himfeli could better exemplify the 
poet's 

Nil aftum credens, dum quid fupereffet agendum. 

I remember that, having accidently re- 
marked to him, that amongft the London prif- 
ons he had omitted the tower, he was fo 
ilruck with the deficiency (though of tri- 
fling confeqaence, lince confinement there 
is fo rare) that at his very firfl leifure he ran 
to London, and fupplied it. Nor was it 
only during a fhort period of ardour that his 
exertions were thus awakened* He had the: 
ff.il 1 rarer quality of being able, for any 
length of time,* to bend all the powers and 
faculties of his mind to one point, unreduc- 
ed by every allurement which curiofity or 
any other affection might throw in his way, 
and unfufceptible of that fatiety and difguit 
which arc fo apt to Ileal upon a protracted 
purfuit. Though by his early travels he 
had fhewn himfelf not indifferent to thofe 
obje£fs of tafte and information which ftrike 
the cultivated mind in a foreign country, 
yet in the tours exprefsly made for the pur- 
pole of examining prifons and hofpitals, he 
appears to have had eyes and ears for noth- 
ing olfe : at leaft he fuffered no other objeft 
M to 
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to detain him or draw him afide.* Impreff- 
cd with the idea of the importance of his 
defigns, and lie uncertainty -of human life, 
he was impatient to get as much done as pof. 
fible within the allotted limits. And in this 
difpofition confilh-d that emhubafm by 
which the public fuppoied him a&uated ; 
ior otherwife, his cool and freadv temper 
gave no idea ot the chara^er ufually dillin- 
guifhed by that appellation. He followed 
his plan% indeed, with wonderful vigour 
and conltancy, but by no means with that 
heat and eagerne's, that inflamed and exalt- 
ed imagination, which denote the enthufi- 
afr. Hence, he was not liable to catch at 
partial reprefentations, to view faffs through 
fallacious mediums, and to fall into thofe 
miftak.es which are h frequent in the re- 
fearches of the man of fancy and warm feel- 
ing. Some peifons, who only knew him 
by his extraordinary aclions, were ready 
enough to bellow upon him that fneer of 
contempt, which men of cold hearts and 
felfifh difpofitions are fo apt to apply to 
whatever has the fhew of high fen fi lility. 
While others, who had a flight acquaint- 
ance 
* He mentioned being once prevailed upon in Italy, to 
■p-o and hear fome extraordinary fine mufic ; but, finding 
bis thoughts too much occupied by it, he would never 
repeat the indulgence. 
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ance with him, and faw occafional features 
of phlegm, and perhaps harfhnefs, were dif- 
pofed toquellion his feeling altogether, and 
to attiibute his exertions either merely tu a 
fenfe of duty, or to habit and humour. But 
both thefe were erroneous conclufions. He 
felt as a man fhou!d feel ; but not fo as to 
miflead him, either in theeitimate he form- 
ed of objects of utility, or in his reafonings 
concerning the m -ans by which they were to 
be brought into effect. The refoimation of 
abufe?, a.d the relief of nriferv, were he 
two great purpofes which he kepi in view 
in all his unde takings ; and I have equally 
feervthe tear of fenfibi,lity ftart into his eves 
on recalling fome ot thediftiefsful fcenes to 
which he hadbeejn witnt fs,and the fpirit ot" 
indignation flain from thein on relating in- 
flances of bafenefs and oppieifion. St'll, 
however, his con t<tncy of mind and felf- 
colle^ion never deferted >.:m. He was 
never agitated, never off his guard ; and the 
unfpeakable advantages of fnch a temper in 
the fcenes in which he was engaged, need 
not be dwelt upon. 

His whole courfc ofaclionwas fuch a 
trial of intrepiditv and fortitude, that it may 
feem altogether fuperfiirous to fpeak of his 
poffeflion of thefe qualities. He had them, 

indeed 
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indeed, both from nature and principle. 
His nerves were firm ; and his conviction of 
marching in the path of duty made him 
iearleis of confequences. Noi was it only 
on great occa ons that this flrength of mind 
was mown. It railed him above talfe fhame, 
and that awe which makes a coward of many 
a brave man in the prefence of a lupeiior. 
No one ever lefs " feared the face of man" 
than lie. No one hefitatcdlefs in fpeaking 
bold truths, or avowing obnoxious opinions. 
His courage was equally paflive and active 
He was prepared to make every facrifice 
that a regard to ffrift veracity, or rigorous 
duty, could enjoin ; and it cannot be doubt- 
ed, that, had he lived in an age when af- 
ferting his civil a"d religious rights would 
•have fubjetted him to martyrdom, not a 
more willing martyr would ever nave af- 
cended the fcaffold, or embraced the flake. 

The refolute temper of Mr. How 
difplayed itfelf in a certain peremptorinefs, 
which, when he bad once determ.ncd, len- 
.de;ed him unyielding to perfuafion or dif- 
fuafion, and urged him on to the a 
plifhment of his purpofe, regard lefs ol ob- 
flacles. He expeled prompt obedien 
vthofe from whom he had a ight to n 
it, and was not a man to be treated with neg- 
ligence 
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iigence and inattention. He was, however, 
extremely confiderate, and fufficiently in- 
dulgent t.o human frailties ; and a good 
will to pleafe him could fcarcely fail of its 
cffecl. That his commands were reafona- 
blc, and his expectations moderate, may be 
interred from the long continuance of molt 
of his fervants with him., and his Heady at- 
tachment to many of thofe whom he em- 
ployed. His means of enforcing compli- 
ance were chiefly rewards ; and the with- 
holding them was his like method of fhowing' 
difpleafure.* 

The 

* The following chara&eriftic anecdote was com- 
municated to me by a gentleman who travelled in a 
chaife with him from .Lancashire to London in 1777. 
Mr. Howard obferved, that he had found few things 
.more difficult to manage than poft-chaife drivers, who 
would feldom comply with his wifhes of going flow or 
faft, till he adopted the following method. At the end 
of a ftage, when the driver had been perverfe, he defired 
the landlord to fend for fome poor induftrious widow, 
or other proper object of charity, and to introduce fuch. 
perfon and the driver together. He then paid the latter 
his fare, and told him, that as he had not thought proper 
to attend to his repeated requefts as to the maimer < f 
being driven, he fhould not make him any prefent ; but, 
to lhow him that he did not v/ithhold it out of a principle 
of parfimony, he would give the poor perfon prefent dou- 
ble the firm ufually given to a roftilliou. This he did, 
and difmiffed the parties. He had not long pra&ifed 

this 

Ma 
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The fpirit of independence by which he 
was ever diftinguilhed, had in him the only 
foundation to be relied on, moderate de- 
fires. Perfeclly contented with the com- 
petence which Providein e had be/towed on 
him, he never had a thought of increafmg 
it ; and even when in a (itnation to expect a 
family, he made it a rule with himielfto 
lay up no part of hi.s annual income, but to 
expend in fome ufeful or benevolent (theme 
the fuperfluity of the year. Left this fhould 
be converted into a charge of catelefsnefs 

in 

this mode, lie faid, before he experienced the pood ef- 
fects of it on all the roads where he was known. 

A more extraordinary inftamce of his determined 
fpirit has been related to me. Travelling once in the 
king of Pruffia's dominions, he came to a very narrow 
piece of road, admitting only one carriage, where it wa» 
enjoined on all poftillions entering at eacli end, to blow 
their horns by way of notice. His did fo ; but, after 
proceeding a good way, they met a courier travelling on 
the king's bufinefs, who hud neglcfted this precaution. 
The courier ordered Mr. Howard's poftillion to turn 
back ; but Mr. Howard rcmonftrated, that he had com- 
plied with the rule, while the other had violated it ; 
and therefore that he fhould infift on going forwards. 
The courier, relying on an authority, to which, in that 
country, every thing muft give way, made ufe of high 
words, but in vain. As neither was difpofed to yield, 
they fat ftill a long time in their rcfpc(5tive carriages . 
at length the courier gave tip the point to the ftuniy 
j'.nglifhman, who would on no account renounce hu 
rights. 
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in providing for his own, it may be proper 
to mention, that he had the beft-grounded 
expectations, that any children he might 
have, would largely partake of the wealth 
ot their relations. Thus he preferved his 
heart irom that contamination, which (tak- 
ing in the whole of lite) is perhaps the dif- 
eafe moil frequently attendant on a ftate of 
profperity, — the lull of growing rich ; a 

f»a(Iion, which is too often found to fwal- 
ow up liberality, public fpirit, and, at laft, 
that independency, which it is the bell ufe 
of wealth to fecure. By this temper of mind 
he was elevated to an immeafurable diftance 
above everything mean and fordid; and in 
all his tran factious he difplayed a fpirit of 
honour and generofity, that might become 
the " blood of the Ho wards" when flow- 
ing in iis noble ft channels. 

Had Mr. Howard been lefs provided 
with the goods of fortune, his independency 
would have found a refource in the fewnefs 
of his wants ; and it was an ineftimable ad- 
vantage which he brought to his great work, 
an advantage perhaps more uncommon in 
this country than any ot thofe already men- 
tioned, that he poffeffed a command over all 
corporeal appetites and habitudes, not lefs 
perfedt than that of any ancient philofopher, 

Or 
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or modern afcetic. The ftricl regimen of 
diet which he had adopted eaily in life From 
motives of health, he afterwards perfevered 
in through choice, and even extended its 
rigour, fo as to reject all thofe indigencies 
which even the mofl temperate conlideras 
necelfary for the prefervation of their 
ftrength and vigour. Animal foods, and 
fermented and ipirituous dripks, he utterly 
difcarded from his diet. Water and the 
plained vegetables fufficed him, Milk, tea, 
butter, and fruit, were his luxuries ; and he 
was equally fpaiing in the quantity of tood, 
and indifferent as to the /fated times of tak- 
ing it. Thus he found his wants fuppfied in 
ahnoft every place where man exifted, and 
' was as well provided in the pofadas of Spain 
and caravanferas of Turkey, as in the inns 
and hotels of England and France, Water 
was one of his principal ncccllaries, for he 
was a very Muffwlman in his ablutions ; and 
if nicety or delicacy had place with him in 
any refpeel, it was in the perfeft cleanlinefs 
of his whole pcrfo.n, He was equally tole- 
rant of heat, cold, and all the viciHitudes of 
climate; and, what is more wonderful, not 
even fleep feemed neceffaiy to him, at lealt 
at thofe returns and in thofe proportions in 
which mankind in general cxpcfr. it, How 

well 
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-well he was capable of enduring fatigue, 
die amazing journies he took by all modes 
.of conveyance, without any intervals of 
what might be called repofe (fince his only 
baiting places were his proper fcenes of ac- 
tion) abundantly teflify. In fhort, no hu- 
man bodv was probably ever more perfectly 
the fervant of the mind by which it was 
actuated ; and all the efforts of the ftrongeft 
conftitution, not inured to habits of felf-de- 
-nial, and moral as well as corporeal exer- 
cifc, would have been unequal to his exer- 
tions.* 

With 

* The following account of his mode, of travelling, 
communicated to me by a gentleman in Dublin, who 
had much free converfation with him, and the fubftanee 
•of which I well recollect to have heard from hhnfelf, 
will, I doubt not, prove interefting. •" When he travel- 
led in England or Ireland, it was. generally en horfe- 
back, and he rode about forty Englifn miles a day. He 
.was never at a lofs for an inn. .When in fcreland, or the 
highlands of Scotland, he ufed to ftgp at one of the poor 
cabins that fV.ck up a rag by way of fign, and get a little 
milk. When he came to the t.ewn he was to flcep at, 

ivi-er, like another 
man attend him an I take k 
away, whilft Ke iva-, preparing his bread He 

1 's paid the waiters, poftillions, &c. liberally, becaufe 
he v.ould have no difcontent or diipute, nor fuffir his 
fpirits to be agitated for fuch a matter ; faying, that in 
a journey that might cofl thr e or four hundred pounds, 
fifteen or twenty pounds addition was net worth think- 
ing 
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With refpeft to the character of his un 
demanding, that, too, was as happily adapt- 
ed to the great bufinefs in which he en 
ed. He had not, in a high degree, that ( x- 
tenfive comprehenfion, that faculty of gen- 
eralizing, which is faid to diftinguiih titc 
man of genius, but which, without a previ- 
ous collection of authentic materials, is ever 
apt to lead into erroneous fpeculations. 
He was rather a man of detail ; of labori- 
ous accuracy and minute examination ; 
and the.efore he had the proper qualities 
for one who was to lead the way in ie- 
fearches where all wa3 ignorance, con- 
f'ufion, and local cuftom. Who but 
fuch a man could have collected a body of 
information, which has made even profef- 
fional meir acquainted with interefling facll 
that they never before knew ;. and has given 

the 

in? about. When he travelled on the continent, he ufual- 
ly went port in his own chaife, which was a German one 
that he bought for the purpofe. He never flopped til! he 
came to the town he meant to vifit.but travelled all night, 
if neceffary ; and from habit could flcep very well in the 
chaife for feveral nights together. Jn the laft tour but 
one he travelled twenty days and nights together without 
jrc-ng to bed, and found n« inconvenience from it. He 
nfed to carry with him a fmall tea-kettle, fome cup«, a lit- 
tle pot of fwectmeats, and a few loaves. At the poft- 
houfe he could get his water boiled, fend out for milk, art* 
make his repafi, while his man went to the anient .'* 
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the Englifh reader a more exa£t knowledge 
of practices followed in Ruffia and Spain, 
than' he before had of thofe in his own coun- 
try ? This minu-tenefs of detail was what he 
ever regarded as his peculiar province. As 
h'e^was of all men the molt model! eitimator 
. of his own abilities, he was ufed to fav, " I 
' am the plodder, who goes about to collect 
materials for men of genius to make ufe of." 
Let thofe who look with ialtidioufnefs upon 
long tables of rules and orders, and meaf- 
urements of cells and work-rooms, given 
in feet and inches., confider, that when a 
fcheme is brought into practice, thefe fmall 
circumftances muft have their place ; and 
that the moll ingenious plans often fail in 
their execution tor want of adjustment in 
the nicer parts. Perhaps even the great 
Frederic of Pruflia was more indebted for 
' fuccefs to the exact nefs of his difpofitions 
in every minute particular connected with 
practice, than to deep and fublime views of 
general principles. 

From a Similar ca(t of mind, Mr. How- 
ard was a friend to fuboidination, and 
ail the decorums of regular fociety ; nor 
did he diflike vigorous exertions of civil 
authority, when directed to laudable purpof- 
es. He interfered little in difputes relative 

to 
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to the theory of government ; but was con- 
tended to take fvilems of Sovereignty as hr 
found them eilablhhed- in various parts of 
the world, Satisfied with prompting inch an 
application of their powers as might promote 
ivelrare of the refpecfive communities. 
A itate of imprifonment being that in which 
the rights of men are, in great part, at leaft, 
fufpended, if was natural that ins thoughts 
fhould be more conveifant with a peo- 
ple as the fubj'efts, than as the fource, 
of authority. } et he well knew and 
properly valued, the ineflimable bleflings 
of political freedom, as oppofed to def- 
ad, among the nations of Europe, 
he coniidered the Dutch and Swifs as ai- 
fording the belt examples of a (lii<fl and 
fleady police, cOnducl I n principles of 
equit) ana ht mai ity.. To the character of 
the Dutch indeed, peculiarly par- 

tial ; and frequentl) aliened, that he Ihould 
prefei Holland for his place of refidence, to 
any' other foreign country. I can add, 
undoubted authority, that Mr. Howard 
was one of thofe who (in the language of the 
o-reat bord Chatham) " rejoiced that Amer- 
ica had re It ft < d," and triumphed in hci final 
fucceis; and that he was principally attach- 
ed to the popular part of our conllilution ; 

and 
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and that in his own country lie difiinguifhed 
himfrlf by a fpiritcd oppolition to ariiiocrat- 
ical influence. 

His peculiar habits of life, and the exclu^ 
five attention he bellowed in his later years 
on a tew objecls, caufed him to appear more 
averfe to fociety than I think he really was ; 
and it has been mentioned as an unlortunate 
circumftance, that his fhynefs and referve 
frequently kept him out of the way of per- 
fons from whom he might have derived 
much ufeful information. But it is vain 
to defire^things incompatible. Mr. How- 
ard can fcarcely be denied to have chofen 
the bell way, upon the whole, of condu61- 
1 1 1 <y his inquires ; and it he had been a more 
companionable, man, mere ready to indulge 
his own curiofity, and gratify that of others, 
he would no longer have poifelfed one of 
the chief advantages he brought to his great 
work. Yet while heafliduoufly fhunned all 
engagements which would have involved 
him in the forms and difiipation of focietv, 
he was by no means disinclined to enter in- 
to conversions on his particular topics; 
on the contrary, he was olten extremely 
communicative, and would enliven a fmall 
circle with the moll entertaining relations 
of his travels and adventures. 

N Mr, 
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Mr. Howard had in a high degree thai, 
refpectful attention to the female fex which 
fo much characterizes the gentleman. Per- 
haps, indeed, I may here be referring to 
rules of politenefs which no longer exill. 
But he was as thoroughly imprefieo with the 
maxim of place, aux dames as any French- 
man, though without the /train of light and 
complimentary gallantry which has accom- 
panied it in the individuals of that nation. 
His was a moreferious fentiment, connefted 
with the uniform practice of giving up his 
own eafe and accommodation, for the fake 
of doing a real kindnefs to any female pi 
decent character. It is excellently iJ/u ff rat- 
ed bv an anecdote related in a magazine, by a 
per Ton who danced to fail with him in the 
packet from Holyhead 10 Dublin, when the 
veffel being much crowded, Mr. Howard 
refined his bed to a fervani-maid, and took 
up with the cabin floor for himfelf. It is 
Iikewife difplayed throughout his works, 
by the warmth with which ne always cdh 
lures t!>e piatlice of putting female prifon- 
ersin irons, and expofing them to anv harfh 
and indelicate treatment. He was fond of 
nothing fo much as the converfalion of 
■women of education and cultivated manners, 
and fludied to attach them by little el< 

pre; , 
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* 
prefents, and other marks of attention. In- 
deed, his foft tone or voice and gentleneis 
of demeanor might he thought to approach 
fomewhat to the effeminate, and would fur- 
prife thofe who had known him only by the 
energy of his exertions. In his judgment. 
of female character, it was manifeft that the 
idea of his loft Harriet'was the flandard o£ 
excellence ; and, if ever he had married 
again, a refemblance to her would have 
been the principal motive oi his choice. I 
recollerA to this purpofe a lingular anecdote, 
which he related to us on his return from. 
one of his tours. In going horn fffftown ^ 
in Holland to another in the contmon paf- 
fage boat, he was placed near an elderh r 
gentleman, who had in company a young; 
lady of a moft engaging manner and appear- 
ance, which very ftrongly reminded him of 
his Harriet. He was fo much {truck with. 
her, that, on arriving at the place of defti- 
nation, he caufed his fervant to follow them, 
and get intelligence who they were. It was 
not without fome difappointment that he 
learned, that the old gentleman was an emi- 
nent merchant, and the young lady, — his 
wife. ♦ 

Mr. Howard's predile^ion lor female 
fociety, was in part a confequence of his 

abhorrence 
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abhorrence of every thing grofs and licen- 
tious. His own language and manners were 
invariably pure and delicate ; and the free- 
doms which pafs uncenfured or even ap- 
plauded in the promifcuous companies of 
men, would have affected him with fenfa- 
tions of difguft. For a pcrfon pofleffed of 
fuch feelings, to have brought himfelf to 
fubmit to fuch frequent communication 
"with the molt abandoned of mankind, was 
perhaps a greater triumph of duty over in- 
clination than any other he obtained in the 
profecution of his defigns. Yet the nature 
of his^rand to prifons probably infpired 
awe and refpect in the molt difToUite ; and 
I think he has recorded, that he never met 
•with a tingle inftilt from the prifoners in 
any of the gaols he vifited. 

As Mr. Howard was fo eminently a re- 
ligious character, it may be expected that 
fomewhat more mould be faid of the pe- 
culiar tenets he adopted. But, befides that 
this was a topic which did not enter into 
our converfations, I confefs, I do not per- 
ceive how his geneial plan ol condutt was 
likely to be influenced by anv peculiarity of 
that kind. The principle of" religious duty, 
which is nearly the fame in all fyffems, and 
differs rather in flrcngth than in kind in dif- 
ferent 
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ferent pcrfons, is Purely fufficient to ac- 
count for all that he did and underwent in 
promoting the good of mankind, hy modes 
which Providence feemed to place before 
him. It has been fuggefted, that he was 
much under the influence of the doctrine oi 
predeftination ; and I know not what ol 
ilernnefs has been attributed to him as its 
natural confequence. For my own part, I. 
am not able to difcover in what thofe no- 
tions or Providence, general and particular, 
which make part or the profefhon of all re- 
ligions, differ ellentially from the opinions 
of the predellinarians ; and, from manifold 
obfervation, I am certain, that the reception 
of the dofhine of predeftination, as an ar- 
ticle of belief, does not neceffarily implv 
thofe practical confequences, which might 
feem deducible from it. The language, at 
lead, of our lower claiTes of people is al- 
moft univerfally founded upon it ; but when 
one of them dies of an infectious difeafc, 
notwith (landing the byftanders all fpeak of 
the event as fated and inevitable, yet each, 
for himfelf, does not the lefs avoid the in- 
fection, or the lefs recur to medical aid it 
attacked by it. With refpeel fo Mr. How- 
AR D, he never feemed to adopt the idea that 
lie was moved by an isrefiftiblc impuifc to 
N 2 his 
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his defigns ; for they were the fubjett of 
much thought and difcuffion : nor did he 
confront dangers becaui'e he had a perfla- 
tion that he mould be preferved from their 
natural confequejices, but becaufe he was 
elevated above them. This fentiment he has 
himfelf more than once exprcfled in print ; 
and furely none could be either more ration- 
al, or more adequate to the effects produced. 
" Being in the way of my duty, (fays hej 
I fear no evil." I may venture to affirm, 
that thofe of the medical profeffion, whole 
learlefsnefs is not merely the refult of hab- 
it, muff reafon upon the fame principle, 
when thev calmly expofe themfelvcs to nm- 
ilar haz?rds. They, for the molt part, ofe 
no precautions again ft contagion : Mr. 
Howard did ufe loine ; though their ef- 
fects were probably trifling compared with 
that of his habitual temperance and tlcanli- 
nefs, and his untroubled ferenity ol mind. 
On the whole, his religious confidence docs 
not appear to have been of a nature differ- 
ent from that of other pious men ; but to 
be fo ileadily and uniformly under its influ- 
ence, and to be elevated by it to fuel; a fu- 
periority to all worldly confiderations, can 
be the lot of none but thole who have form- 
ed early habits of referring every thing <o 

the 
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the divine will, and of fixing all their views 
on futurity. 

From Mr. Howard's connexions with 
thofe le£ts who have ever fhewn a particu- 
lar abhorrence of the frauds and fuperfli- 
tions of popery, it might be fuppofed, that 
he would look with a prejudiced eye on the 
profeffors and minifiers ot that perfuafion. 
But fuch was his veneration for true vital 
religion, that he was as ready to pay it hon- 
our when he met with it in the habit ot a 
monk, as under the garb ot a teacher : and 
throughout his works, as well as in tonver- 
fation, he ever dwelt with great complacen- 
cy on the pure zeal for the good of man- 
kind, and genuine Chriflian charity, which 
he frequently difcovered among the Roman. 
Catholic clergy, both regular and fecular. 
He was no friend to that hafty diffolutioi* 
of convents and monaflaries which formed 
part of the multifarious retorms ot the late 
Kinperor of Germany. He pitied the aged 
inmates, male and female, ot thefe quiet 
abodes, who wore driven from their beloved 
retreats into the wide world, with a very 
flender and often ill-paid pittance for their 
fupport. "Why might not they (he would 
fay] be fuffered gradually to die away, and 
fee tranfplanted from one religious houfe to 

another 
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another as their numbers Ieffened ?" Thofe 
orders which make it the great duty of their 
profeflion to attend with the kindeft afTidn- 
ity upon the fick and imprifoned, and who 
therefore came continually within his no- 
tice, feemed to conciliate his good will to 
the whole fraternity ; and the virtues of 
order, decency, fobriety, and charity, fo 
much akin to his own, naturally inclined 
him to a kind of fellow (hip with them. 
He rigorcufly, however, abltained from any 
compliances with their worfhip which he 
thought unlawful ; and gave them his ef- 
teemas men, without the leafl difpofition to 
concur with them as theologians. 

S.ich were the great lines of Mr. How- 
ard's charafrer — lines ftrongly marked, 
and fufheient to discriminate him from any 
of thofe who have appeared in a part fome- 
-what fimildr to his own on the theatre of 
the world. The union of qualities which 
fo peculiarly fitted him for the poll he un- 
dertook, is not likely, in our age, again 10 
take place; yet different combinations may 
he employed to efferl the fame purpofes ; 
and, with refpeel to the objects of police 
and humanity concerning which he occu- 
pied himfelf, the information he has co 
eel will render the repetition of !,.: 



or JOHN HOWARD, esq. i$$ 

his unnecclfary. To propofe as a model, 
a character marked with fuch fingularities, 
and, no doubt, with fome foibles, would be: 
equally vain and injudicious ; but his firm 
attachment to principle, high fenfe ot hon- 
our, pure benevolence, unlhaken conftancy, 
and indefatigable perfeverance, may proper- 
ly be held up to the view of all perfons oc- 
cupying important ftations, or engaged in 
ufehil enterprifes, as qualities not lefs to be 
imitated, than admired. 

I (hall conclude with fome account of the 
literary honours which Mr. Howard has 
received from his countn men. It would, 
indeed, have been extraordinary, if, while 
fenates and courts of judicature offered him 
their tribute of applaufe, poetry and elo- 
quence fhould have fhewn an infenfibility 
to his merits. Befides the acknowledg- 
ments paid him in every publication upon 
topics fimilar to his own, he became the 
theme of the elegant mufc of Mr. Hayley, 
who addrefTed to him an ode in the year 
j 780, to which reference has already been 
made. That celebrated poem is, by the 
American Editor, fubjoined to the prefent 
work. In the fucceeding year, Mr. Burke, 
adverting, in a fpeech to the Freemen ot 
Briflol, to a fact in Mr. Howard's book, 

ftruck 
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ilruck out, with the enthufiafm of genius, 
into a panegyrical digreflion on his plans and 
aftions, decorated with his peculiar llrain 
ot glowing imagery. Nothing, perhaps, 
can more forcibly exprefs the general idea 
entertained of Mr. Howard's exalted 
worth than the following extract from that 
fpeech. M I cannot name ti.is gentleman, 
lays Mr. Burke, I cannot name this gentle- 
man, without remarking t at his labours 
and writings have done much to open the 
eyes and hearts of mankind. He has vifit- 
ed all Europe, not to furvey the fumptuouf- 
nefs of palaces, nor the ftatelinefs of tem- 
pies ; not to make accurate meafurements of 
the remains ot ancient grandeur, nor to 
form a fcale of the curiofities of modern 
art ; not to collect medals, nor to collate 
manufcripts; but to dive into the depths of 
dungeons, to plunge into the infection of 
hofpitals; to furvey the manfions of f'or- 
row and pain ; to take guage and dimen- 
fions of mifery, de reflion, and contempt; 
to remember the forgotten ; to attend to 
the neglected ; to vifit fhe forfaken ; and to 
compare and collate the diff refTes of all men 
in all countries. His plan is original audit 
is as full of genius, as it is of humanit; . It 
is a voyage of philanthropy — a circUm 
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nation of charity! Already the benefit of this 
labour itfelf is felt more or lefs in every 
country: I ho;e he will anticipate his final 
reward by feeing all its effeds fully realized 
in his own. He will receive, not in retail 
but in oiofs, the reward of thofe who vifit 
the p:i oner, and he has fo far forcfii'llcd 
and monopolized this branch of charity, that 
thee will be, I truff, little room to merit 
by fiich ads of benevolence hereafter. " 
T 'is fpeech was aheiwa'ds printed, and the 
pafTajie con^ernyig Mr. Howard war, cop- 
ied into various periodical writings, and 
read with univerfal approbation. His char- 
acter was even exhibited on the ftage; tor 
a comedy of Mrs. Inchbald's, entitled Such 
Things Are, contained a part evidently 
modelled upon his peculiar call of benevo- 
lence, which for a time rendered the piece 
popular. 

Dr. Darwin's very beautiful poem of the 
Botanic Garden, printed in 1789, amidfl an 
unexpected variety of fubjecrs, prefents an 
eulogium of Mr. Howakd, fo appropriate 
and poetical, that I am fure no reader of 
taffe will require an apology from me for 
inferting it, 

—And 
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— And now benevolence! thy rays divine 
Dart round the globe fromZembla to the Line : 
O'er each dark prifon plays the cheering light, 
Like northern luftres o'er the vault of night — 
From realm to realm, with crofs or crefcent 

crown 'd, 
Wheree'er mankind and mifery are found, 
O'er burning fands, deep waves, or wilds of fnow. 
Thy Howard journeying fecks the lioufe of woe. 
Down many a winding ftep to dungeons dank, 
Where anguifh wails aloud, and fetters clank ; 
To caves beftrew'd with many a mouldering bone, 
And cells, whofe echoes only learn to groan ; 
Where no kind bars a whifpering friend difclofe, 
No funbeam enters, and no zephyr blows, 
He treads, inemulous of fame or wealth, 
Profufe of toil, and prodigal of health ; 
With foft affuafive eloquence expands 
Tower's rigid heart, and opes his clenching hands ; 
Leads ftem-ey'd juftice to the dark domains, 
If not to fever, to relax the chains ; 
Or guides awaken'd mercy through the glocm, 
And mews the prifon, fifier to the tomb ! — 
Gives to her babes the felf-devoted wife, 
To her fond hufband liberty and life — 
— The fpirlts of the good, who bend from high 
Wide o'er tbcfe earthly fcenes their partial eve, 
When firfr, array'd in virtue's pureft robe, 
They faw her Howard traverfing the globe ; 
Saw round his brows her fun-like giory blaze 
In arrowy circles of unwearied rays ; 

Mill 
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Miitook. a mortal for an angcl-guefr, 
And aik'd what feraph-foot the earth impreft. 
— Onwards he moves ! — Difeafe and death retire. 
And murmuring demons hate him, and admire. 

After tkefe lines, the Editor avails him- 
felf qt this favourable opportunity of exhib- 
it itn; to the public, an extract irOm the fu- 
neral fermon occafioned by the death ot 
Mr. Howard. And as it was delivered 
under the influence oi heart-felt emotions, 
accompanied with ft nous regret, and refers 
ro the hiding principle of all his actions, it 
is prefnmed, that it will not be deemed mif- 
placed, at 'he clofe, ot a volume, the pur- 
pofe of which is, to represent in ftrono, 
faithful, and glowing colours the charac- 
ter O t the 1 J E N E V O L E N T H O \V A R D . 

" Thcfe who belt knew Mr. Howard," 
fays Mr. Palmer,* in his fermon on the 
death oi his benevolent triend, " are fo. well 
acquainted with the ilrength of his Chrif- 
tian pri.iciplcs, and with his evangelical 
view.-, as not to entertain a doubt but that, 
during his halt lipknefs and in the profpeft 
ol death, (melancholy as his fituation was. 
at a dillance trorn al! his Inends) he c.xer- 
cif'L-d the greatcil degree ot finnnels, pa- 
O tiencc, 

* Reverend Mr. Palmer of Hackney, 
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tience, and fubmiffion to the divine will ; a 
lively faith in the promifes of the gofpel ; a 
cheerful confidence in the grace ot God, in 
a Redeemer, tor acceptance, renouncing, as 
he often had explicitly done, all pretcn- 
fions to merit by all the good works he had 
performed ; and an humble triumph in the 
profpea of life eternal, as the free gift of 
God through Jefus Chrift. A little be- 
fore he leftEngiand, when a friend expreff- 
ed his concern at parting with him, trom an 
apprehenfion that they mould never meet 
again, he cheerfully replied, " We fhall 
foon meet in heaven;" and, as he rather 
expeded to die of the plague in Egypt, he 
added, " the way to heaven from Grand 
Cairo' is as near' as from London." He 
that thus lived in the hope of immortality, 
may well be fuppofed at death to have ex- 
perienced a joy unfpeakable and lull 01 

I r " 

b "Thus lived and thus died this diflin- 
ouifhed philanthropift, this bright orna- 
ment of human nature and of the religion 
of Jefus. As his life was fingularly ufeful, 
his death was equally glorious. He tell a 
martyr in the caufe of humanity. As thou- 
fands blefTed him while living, millions will 
lament him now dead. A greater lois this 

countrv. 
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country, may I not {ay this world, has fcl- 
dom fuitained. It may appear to many a 
myflerious providence, that fuch a firend 
to his fpecies mould he cut off at a time 
when he had fuch noble ends in view, and 
when, confidering the vigour of his con- 
ititution at the age of fixty-five, he might 
have been expected to continue fome years 
as a bleffing to his native country, particu- 
larly in promoting the execution of the 
plans which he had fuggefled in his publi- 
cations. But his work was done : the 
defigns of Providence by him were accom- 
plilhed ; and doubtlefs all the circum- 
ilances of his death were wifely ordered by 
Him who doth all things well, and who can 
eafily raife up other inllruments for per- 
fecting what he had begun." 

" His being cut off in a foreign country, 
however grievous it may be to his friends 
here, is a circumftance, which may proba- 
bly be wifely defigned, and happily over- 
ruled, for fome very important purpofes in 
that rifing kingdom, which will efteem it- 
fclf honoured by entombing fuch a patriot- 
ic Englilhman ; and where a fpirit of emula- 
tion may probablv be excited to imitate his 
virtues, and to adopt his plans, for promot- 
ing 
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ing the growing glory and happinefs of I hart 
vaft empire." 

" While therefore we devoutly praife 
God for what he had done by tliis his rm- 
inent fervant, let us fubmit to bis will, and 
adore his wifdom and foveteigtkv in his re- 
moval. And let us make the beft improve- 
ment of fo affcfling a difpenfation ; partic- 
ularly by cultivating chat benevolence, by 
which the deccafed was a'hiated, and by do- 
ing what we can, in our different fpherer, 
for repairing his lofs. This will Ik- the 
beft way ot exprelfing our veneration for 
his character, and doing honour ti-) his 
memory." 

" That others, upon "his decenfe, would 
be excited to profecute fome of his fchemes 
for the public good, he himfclf bad a firm 
perfuafion. This made him the lefs anx- 
ious about his own life, which his friends 
thought of fo much importance. In the . 
laft converfation I had with him, when I cx- 
preffed my fears for his fafetv, and my 
wifhes that he could have been prevailed 
upon to continue at home, in order to carry 
into execution the generous plans he had 
formed for the good of his country, his an- 
fiver was, " When I am dead fomebody 
clfe will take up tbc matter and carry it 

through" 
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through.'' God grant that his expectations 
may be verified! But where is the man to 
he found who is like minded with him? 
Another Howard this country cannot 
hope to fee. Nor is one, altogether his 
equal, now needed. He laid a foundation, 
on which it would be comparatively eafy to 
build. He, with incredible labour and ex- 
penfe, has broken up the ground, prepared 
the foil, and fown the feed : to raife and 
gather the crop will require but a fmall por- 
tion ot induilry and public fpirit. And 
■ire there none among you, ye men of for- 
tune arid icilure, in whom that portion of 
induilry and public fpirit is to be found:' 
Ye who, in the ftrongeft terms language 
fupply., celebrate the philanthropy of 
deceafed, and have fhewn yourfelves 
impatient to creel: a monument to his hon- 
our, fo as fcareely to be reftrained from 
ting his modefty while yet alive; i, 
iiu'ic no one among you that wilhcs to in- 
his virtues, and rear t lie glorious fabric 
ied ? Who that Mas the ability 
• >tbe ambitious of the honour? If 
honour or tco great magnitude lor an 
ifp, lei it. be divided. Heic 
1 10 ugh to ado;:: manj^QPbrow. Oh 
O e 
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all in the higher ranks of life would claim 
their fhare !" 

" It but a few men of fortune and influ- 
ence had a fpirit equal to their power, what 
a blefled country would Britain foon be- 
come ! The poor would be more happy and 
Jefs burthenfome. - The induftrious would 
live in eafe : the idle and profligate would 
be reclaimed- Crimes would be prevented 
inftead of being punifhed. Our prifons in 
time would fcarce need humane vifitants, 
but would often (like fome abroad) be al- 
moft empty ; at leaft thofe confined in them 
would be there ufeful to the communis, 
and not dangerous to it when diicharged. 
Many would go out reformed, a:id would 
become good members of fociety. Thus 
Englifhmen, who vainly Load of thci 
erty, would enjoy liberty: would refl in 
their beds, and travel by day or by n 
without fear of being murdered or plui 
ed by their own fpecie*. That it is < 
wife, is in a great meafure owing 
want of public fpirit in men of rank 
power. Would to God that t: 
one Patriot may prove thi 
raifiugup man 



ODE 



INSCRIBED TO 



JOHN HOWARD, 

LL.D. F.R.S. 



By WILLIAM HAYLEY, Esq. 



SECOND TO NONE, 



IN THE WORKS OF HUMANITY AND BENEVOLENT!:." 



BOSTON : 
PRINTED BY MANNING iff LoRING, 

For j. WHITE, S. HALL, THOMAS & ANDREWS, 
D. WEST, W. SPOTSWOOD, E. LARKIN, J. 
WEST, and thj PROPRIETOR of the Bf/hn i 

1795' 



ODE, &c. 



•** , .'-'"' : 00' : % , ' M * 



r AV'RITE of Heaven, and friend of 

eanh ! 
Philanthropy, benignant power ! 
Whofe fons difplay no doubtful worth, 
The pageant of the paffing hour ! 
Teach me to paint, in deathlefs fong, 
Some darling irorn thy filial throng, 
Whofe deeds no partv-rage infpire, 
But fill th' agreeing world with one defire. 
To echo his renown, refponfiveto my lyre! 

Ah ! whither lead'ft thou ? — whence that 
figh ? 
What found of woe my bofom jars ? 
Why pafs, where Mifery's hollow eye 
Glares wildly thro' thofe gloomy bars ? 
Is Virtue funk in thefe abodes, 
Where keen remorfe the heart corrodes ; 

Where 
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Where guilt's bafe blood with frenzy boil.7, 
And blafphemy the mournful fcene em- 
broils ? — 
from this infernal gloom my fhudd'iing 
foul recoils. 

But whence thofe fudden facred beams * 
Opprefhon drops his iron rod .' 
And all the bright'ning dungeon feems 
To fpeak the prefence of a God. 
Philanthropy's defcencling day 
DifFufes unexpected ray ! 
Lovelier! of angels ! — at her fide 
Her favourite' votary itands ; — her Engliffi 

pride, 
Thro' horror's manfions led by this eclcftial 
cjuide. 

o 

Hail, generous Howard ! tho' thou bear 
A name which glory's hand fublime 
Has blazon'doft, with guardian care, 
In characters that fear not time ; 
for thee Ihe fondly fpreads her wings ; 
For thee from paradife fhe brings, 
More verdant than her laurel bough, 
Such wreaths of facred paLm, as ne'er till 

now 
The fmiling feraph twin'd around a mortal 

brow. 
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That Hero's* praife fhall ever bloom, 
Who fhielded our infuked coaft ; 
And launch'd his lightning to confume 
The proud invader's routed hoft. 
Brave perils rais'd his noble name : 
But thou deriv'ft thy matchlefs fame 
From fcenes, where deadlier danger dwells ; 
Where fierce contagion, with affright, repels 
Valour's advent'rous flep from her malig- 
nant cells. 

Where in the dungeon's loathfome made, 
The fpeech-lefs captive clanks his chain, 
With heartlefs hope to raife that aid 
His feeble cries have call'd in vain : 
Thine eye his dumb complaint explores ; 
Thy voice Ins parting breath rcflores ; 
Thv cares his ghaftly vifage clear 
Jhom death's chill dew, with many a clot- 
ted tear. 
And to his thankful foul returning life en- 
dear. 

What precious drug, or flronger charm, 
Thy conflant fortitude infpipi 
}:i fcenes, whence, muttering her alarm, 
V>J"cnu j ,t with felfim dread, retires ? 

N01 

* Charles Howard, F.arl of Nottingham. 
f Muffabat ucito Medecma timore. Lucretiut 
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Nor charm, nor drug, difpcl thy fears ; 
Temperance, thy better guard, appc: 
For thee I fee her fondly fill 
Her cryftal cup from nature's pureft nil ; 
Chief nourifher of life ! bell antid<:e ( I 
ill i 

I fee the hallow 'd (hade of Halks, : 
Who felt, like thee, for human woe, 
And taught the heakh-diffufing gales 
Thro' horror's murky cells to blovv, 
As thy protecting angel wait ; 
To fave thee from the fnares of fate, 

Commiflion'd 

* Stephen Hales, minifter of Teddington : he died ur 
rfie age of 84, 1761 ; and has been juftly called j 1 an or- 
nament to his profeffion, a» a clergyman, and to nib coun- 
try, as a philofophcr." I had the happinefs of knowing 
this excellent man, when I was very young ; and well 
remember the warm glow of benevolence which ufrd to 
animate his countenance, in relating the fuccefs of his va- 
rious projects for the benefit of mankind. 1 have fre- 
quently heard him dwell with great pleafure on the for- 
tunate'incident which led him to the difcovery ol I 
tilator, to which I have alluded. — He had ordered a new 
floor for one of his rooms ; his carpenter not having pre- 
pared the work fo foon as he expected, he thought the. 
ieafon improper for laying down new boards, when they 
were brought to his houfe, and gave orders for their be- 
ing deposited in hi", barn ; — from their accidental voli- 
tion in that place, he caught his firfl idea of U> . 
.ion. 
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Commiflion'd from the Eternal Throne : 
I hear him praife, in wonder's warmefi 

tone, 
The virtues ot thy heart, more aftive than 

his own. 

Tln r foul fupplies new funds of health 
That fail not in :he trying hour, 
Above Arabia's fpicy wealth, 
And Pharmacy's reviving power. 
The trail 1 ports ot the generott* mind, 
Feeling its bounty to mankind, 
Infpirit every moital part; 
And, far more potent than precarious art, 
Give radiance to the eye, and vigour to the 
heart. 

Bleft Howard ? who like thcc can fee* 

This vital fpring in all its force ? 

New flar of philanthropic zeal ; 

Enlightening" nations in thy courfc ! 

And lhcdding comfort's heavenly dew 

On meagre want's diverted crew ! 

Friend to the wretch, whom irieads dis- 
claim, 

Who feels Hern juflice, in his famifh'd 
frame, 

A perfecuting fiend beneath an angel's 
name. 

P Authority ! 
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Authority ! unfeeling power, 
"Whofe iron heart can coldly doom 
The debtor, dragg'd from pleafure's bower. 
To ficken in the dungeon's gloom ! 
O might thy terror-fli iking call, 
Profusion's fons alone enthrall ! 
But thou can t want with guilt confound : 
Thy bonds the man of virtuous toil fur- 
round, 
Driv'n by malicious fate within thy drea- 
ry bound. 

How favage are thy ftern decrees ? 
Thy cruel minifter I fee 
A weak, laborious vi&im feize, 
By worth entitled to be free! 
Behold in the affliding flrife, 
The faithful partner ot his life, 
In vain thy ruthlefs fervant court. 
To fpare her little children's fole fupport, 
Whom this terrific form has frighten'd 
from their fport. 

Nor weeps flie only from the thought, 
Thofe infants mud no longer fhare 
His aid, whofe daily labour bought 
The pittance of their fcanty fare. 
The horrors of the loathfome jail 
Jier inlv-bleeding heart aflail : 

E'en 
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E'en now her tears, from fondnefs bred, 
Sec the loft partner of her faithful bed 
Drop, iretfiai murd'rous fcene, his pale, ex- 
piring head. 

Take comfort ye-t irj. thefe keen pains, 
Fond mourner ! check thy gufhing tears I 
The dungeon now no more contains 
Thofe perils which thy fancy fears : 
No more contagion's baleful breath 
Speaks it the hideous cave of death : 
Howard has planted fafely there; 
Pure minifter of light ! his heavenly care 
Has purg'd the damp of death from that 
polluted air. 

Nature ! on thy maternal breaft 
Forever be his worth engrav'd ! 
Thy bofom only can atteft 
How many a life his toil has faVd : 
Nor in thy refcued fons alone, 
Great parent ! this thy guardian own ! 
His arm defends a dearer flave ; 
Woman, thy darling ! 'tis his pride to fave* 
From evils, that furpafs the horrors of the 
grave. 

* Mr. Howard has been the happy inftrument of pre- 
f&rving female prifoners from an infamous and indecent 

outrage. 
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Ye fprightly nymphs, by fortune nurfi, 
Who 'port in jov's unclouded air, 
Nor fee the diilant (forms, that buiil 
In ruin on the humble fair ; 
Ye know not to what bitter fmart 
A kindred lorrn, a kindred heart, 
Is often doom'd, in liie's low vale, 
Where frantic lears the fimple mind alTail, 
And rierce afflictions prefs, and friends and 
fortune fail. 

See yon' fwect ruflic, drown'd in tears I 
Ii is not guilt — 'tis miiey's flood, 
While dire fufoicion';; charge fhe hears 
Of fhedding infant, filial blood: 
Nature's fond dupe! but not her foe ! 
That form, that hce, the falfehood lhew : — 
Yet law exafts her item demand ; 
-She bids the dungeon's grating doors ex- 
pand, 
And the young captive faints beneath the 
gaoler's hand. 

Ah, 

outrage. — It was Tormcrly a cuftom in our gaols to load 
♦heir legs and thighs with irons, for the deteftable pjirpoft 
•f extorting money from thefe injured fuffercrs. — This 
eircumftance, unknown to me when the Ode was written, 
lias tempted me to introduce the few additional flanzas, as 
it is my ardent wilh to render this tribute to an exaitul 
character as little unworthy as I can of the very extenfivc 
end fublime merit which it afpircs to celebrate. 
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Ah, ruffian ! cedfe thy Cava-rc aim ! 
She cannot 'icapc thy harfh control : 
Shall iron load that tender frame. 
And enter that too-yielding fdul ? — 
Unfeeling wretch ! of bafefl mind ! 
To mifery deaf, to beauty blind ; 
I fee thy victim vainly plead ; 
For the vvorft fiend of hell's malignant breed 
.Extortion grins applaufe, and prompts th) 
.ruthlels deed. 

With brutal force, and ribbald jell, 
Thy manacles I fee thee ihake ; 
Mocking the merciful requefl, 
That niodefty and juflice make ; 
E'en nature's fliriek with anguifh ftrdfog, 
Fails to fufpend the impious wrong ; 
Till Howard's hand, with brave difdain, 
Fhrows far away this execrable chain : 
O Nature, fprcad his fame thro' all thy a 
pie reign ! 

care, exulting B r : t a i n t found 
Here firft difpray'd, riot here confin'd ! 
No fingle trad of earth could bound 
The active virtues of his mind. 
To ail the lands, wheree'er the tear* 
That mourn'd the prifone: g fever'e, 

P 2 Sad 
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Sad Pity's glifl'ning cheek impearl'd, 
Eager he fleer'd, with every fail unf'url'd, 
A friend to every clime ! a Patriot of the 
World ! 

Ye nations thro' whofe fair domain 
Our flying fons of jov have pad, 
By pleafure driven with loofen'd rein, 
Aftonifh'd that they flew i'o faff, 
How did the heart-improving- fight 
Awake your wonder and delight, 
When, in her unexampled chace, 
Philanthropy outfhipt keen plcafure's pace 
When with a warmer foul the ran a nobler 
race .' 

Where'er her generous Briton went. 
Princes his fupplicants became : 
He feem'd the inquiring angel, fent 
To fcrutinize their feciet fhame.* 
Captivity, where he appear'd, 
Her languid head with tranfport rear'd ; 
And gazing on her godlike gueft, 
Like tliofe of old, whom Heaven's pure 

fervant blcfr, 
E'en by his fhadow feem'd of demons dif- 
poflelt. 

Amaz'd 

* I am credibly informed that feveral princes, or at 
leaft perfona in authority, requeued Mr. Howard not to 
publifh a minute account oi Ton,. 
ce ou thci- goTi 
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Amaz'd her foreign children cry, 
Seeing their patron pafs along ; 
" O ! who is he, whofe daring eye 
Can fearch into our hidden wrong ? 
What monarch's heaven-di retted mind, 
With royal bounty unconfin'd, 
Has tempted freedom's fon to fhare 
Thefe perils; fearch ing with an angel's care 
Each cell of dire difeafe, each cavern of def- 
pair ?" 

No monarch's word, nor lucre's luff, 
Nor vain ambition's reftlefs fire, 
Nor ample power, that facred truft 
His lifc-diffufing toils infpire : 
Rous'd bv no voice, fave that whofe cries 
Internal bid the foul arife 
From joys, that only feem to hlefs, 
From low purfuits, which little minds pof- 

fefs, 
To nature's nobleft aim, the fuccourof dif- 

trefs ! 

Taught by that God, in mercy's robe, 
Who his celeftial throne rclign'd, 
To free the prifon of the globe 
From vice, th' oppreffor of the mind, 
For thee, of mifery's rights bcrelt, 
For thee, captivity ! he left 

Inviting 
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Inviting eafe, who, in her bower, 

Bade him with fmilcs enj ij the golden 

hour, 
While fortune deck'd his board with plcaf- 

ure's feilive flow© . 

While to thy virtue's utmod: fcopc 
I boldly drive my aim to raile 
-As high as mortal hand may hope 
To moot the glittering (haft oipraife; 
Say, Howard, fay i what may the Mufe, 
V.'hofe melting eye thy merit views, 
What guerdon may her love defign ? 
What mav (he a(k For thee, irom power 

divine, 
Above the rich rewards which are alrcadv 
thine ? 

Sweet is the joy, when Science (lings 
Her light on philofophic thought ; 
When genius, ^vith keen ardour, (brings, 
To clafp the lovely truth he fought : 
Sweet is thejoy, when rapture's fiie 
Flows from the fpirit of the lyre ; 
When Liberty and Virtue roll 
Spring-tides of fancy o'er the port'., foul, 
That waft bis flying bar!: thro' feas above 
the pole. 
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Sweet the delight, when the gall'd lieart 
Feels confolation's lenient hand 
Bind up the wound from fortune's dart. 
With triendfhip's lile-fupporiing hand ! 
And fweeter dill, and far above 
1 "hefe lainter jovs, when pureil love 
The foul his willing captive keeps ' 
When he in blifs the melting ipirit fteeps, 
Who drops delicious teais, and wonders 
that he weeps ! 

But not the brightcfl: joy, which arts, 
In floods of mental light, bellow ; 
Nor what firm friendmip's zeal imparts, 
Blclt antidote of bircreft woe ! 
Nor thofe that love's fweet hours difpenfe, 
Can equal the ecflatic fenfe, 
When lwclling to a fond excefs, 
The grateful praifes of relicv'd diflxefs, 
Re-echoed thro' the heart, the foul of boun- 
ty blefs. 

Thefe tranfports, in no common (late, 
Supremely pure, fublimely ilrong, 
Above the reach of envious ftae, 
Bleil Howard ! thefe to thee belong : 
While years increasing o'er thee roll, 
Long ma)- this funfhine of the loul 
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New vigour to thy frame convey ! 
Its radiance thro' thy noon of life di/play. 
And with fereneft light adorn thy clofin'g 
day ! 

And when the power, who joys to fave, 
Proclaims the guilt of earth forgiv'n ; 
And calls the prifoners of the grave 
To ail the liberty of Heav'n ; 
In that bright day, whofe wonders blind 
The eye of the a'ftonifh'd mind ; 
When life's glad angel lhall refume 
His ancient fway, announce to death his 

doom, 
And from exiftence drive that tyrant of the 
tomb : 

In that bleft hour, when feraphs fing 
The triumphs gain'd in human flrife ; 
And to their new aflbcia'es bring 
The wreaths of everlafting life : 
May'ft thou in glory's hallow'd blare, 
Approach the eternal fount of praife, 
With thofe who lead the angelic van, 
Thofe pure adherents to their Saviour's 

plan, 
Who liv'd but to relieve the miferies of 
man. 



y 
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